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THE RIGHT 
HONOVRABLE, 


Tam ES Ley 


- Banonert, ‘Lord chiefe Iuftice of 
ENGLAND, and to the reft 
of the Honourable, Right Reue-. . 
rend and worthy ludges, 


Honourable Lords; 
ak 2 formerly. Dedicated. a- fmall- 
Treatife vnro- the Monourable 

2 Societie of the reuerend Iudges,. 
who then filled the awfull feates. 
Eaw arid*Iuftice.. I aduen- 
lt, reuiewed, augmented, and cleared from fome part 
of that darkneffe which haply hath hitherto clouded. — 
it from bright acceptance. Information tending vnto’ 
truths difcouerie, though from the meaneft wit or 
perfon vnto-your Lordthips, cannot be vnacceptable, 
whom Law doth make the Sentenfers of Trueth;- 
which is the Soule and Sentenfe of the Law. T he 
matter and fubject propounded is not trifling or vn- 


» hor canbe any difdaine vnto.Noble great-. 
| neffe ;. 
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neff; norisyntoany Honourable order more pro- 
 perthen co your Lordthips. Indeede the difficultie 

the matter preffeth a ftudious confideration, an 
orderly continual linking and holding together of all. 
materiall circumftances vnto the maine fcope, a faith- 
-  fulland ftrong memorie, quickneffe of apprehenfion 
folideiudgement , but in the end vnto fuchas are 
induftrious and defirous of: Trueth , will yeelda de- 

lightfull and thanke-worthy compenfation thereof. . 
prefume not to dired or prefcribe,nor doe purpofely- 
oppofe. any-other different opinion, but inoftenfiuely 
tender my owne vnto the publique good, and hauing 
meerely deuoted it vnto truth ; doe humbly fubmit 
it ya: yo ur Lordthips, the vowed Patrons of right 
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dytie and defire, 
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Printer to the 


Gate or edition thereof, either noe 
y\ diligently read, or not truly by by many 
men vnderftood, he hath byale- 
DY; cond ‘edition thereof offered more eafe 
and light voto fach as are willing.to 
q Do». GOS fearchafter truth, both by the addition 
Sof many before omitted,as alfo by this plaine direG@tion 
ynto all the moft {peciall points in the as red 


contents of the fir Chapter. 


How Knowledge doth come unto man. 
2. Hew mans Knowledge ts confined andlimited, 
CHAP, Fh: 
1. That many things ave hidden from the: al 
men indifferent ly by the decree of God.and Nature. 
2. That many things are rencaled unto the induftrions learned, 
which are hiaden fromthe froclfut and unlearned. 
CHAP: ITI, 


That Witchcraft cannot bee difconered or keowor, but by the 
common waies and meanes of all and 
The Knowledge and power of Spirits the 
Knowledge and pewer of mane 
a Good — and ewill Spirits bow diferned, 
CHAP. V. 


That the dined de b and can Worke alone wit 


of awitch, 
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| 
ihe. That which ts or pirical, may be 

“by the outward fenfe. 

He ow the counterfeit miracles of the dinell armed 


affired Pitch by eusdence of rea(e 
ANS pirststhat are enquired at,are Dinels, 

3. Witches may be detetted by profeffedly 
-onpromife or.couenant-performing rentlations and 
the power knoWwledpeof. man.. 

+ All men in Whom the doth exercife fupernatural 

miracles , or by whens hedotb vtter /upernatu- 
are not fimply therefore by neceffary con- 
be: efeemed,. Watches bat With fome 
Sem cenfiderations which therewith conioyned and dewly 
Weighed may infallibly proowe thesr guilt thus: Hethat 
wWhydertaketh reuclations or Wworkes Which are truly found 
and cannot either prooue them to be of God, 
nor Pobe impofture, ner to be impofed vpon him by the Dia 
Without bus will: allovpance sand liking thereof that 
ul) gang a Witch or Sorcerer. | 


“CHAP x 
fren ppirits, as cA frilegert, : 


shit 


3- That the Dinel playeth the lugler in many things , feeming 

tovaifethe dead; to, transforme inte Cats, er Dogs or o- 

a ther Creatures , to prefent the fame body in two diftart | 
~The différince betweene things merely imagined or fancied, 
| and things really off trea-vnto the ont ward fenfetruly dif= 


-painely-to we; nor, 

2. The markes of Watches vulgarly reported , and by pofed 
found in their-bodses, howto ane foo from ak: 

difeafes among which many sham. 

of confulting with: rhe onbj therein, 

in all difeafes inflicted by bbe 

18 of to proone ber a Witch. sists) 
CHAP, XI. 

bat Witches maybe produced unto the barre of Iuftice two Waies, 
firft for manifeft workes of Sorcery witneffid by the fenfe : 
Secondly, for renelations abone the poffibility and power of man. 

CHAP. | 

I. Prefumption and probabilsties againft fufpetted Witches. 

2, That Witchcraft ise finne or crime Which ought to be detetted 
by seflimony and Dy manifeftation thereof to or reajon. 

CHAP. XIII, 

men ought not tofeeke the difcouery of Witches bygommarrane 

ted mscanes voide of 

CHAP, 

Cafting Witches into the water, wheter any ala 

of 

CHAP. XV. 

1. That renelanions by the bewstched in thesr fits or trannces are uo 

fufficient proofe againf? a witch. 

2. That'the declaration by the bewitched of fecret markes in the 
bodies of fuppetted Witches ave not iuftifiable to be admitted as- 
any true or allowable counitlions. 

3. That the of the bewitched by the compelled or 
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4. That there is wo more:ntceffitie a detetlien of 
of an) as bideons and Abominable finne. 


Tharshe miracles aud detetiians oferying and hideous finnes by 


vifions and apparitions cannat certainly or affuredly be ma- 

wifefted tobe of God,andsherefore fimply in them/elnes though 
arenotiobe trufted er credited dione; bur 


The conclafionof the Treatife inferring the two ofr 


mifeft witches gener 
Demonftration made evident; to be the fame,azainft whon 


_ the Law of God. diretted , as alfo that thereis ne other 
tréall of thofewitches, but the meants and waies in Trea- 


the whole worke intended and 


tifebefore mentioned. 
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Lords.of His Maiefties moft Honourable Prine 
and to the reft ofthe Honourable right... . 


good , gracious So- 
Bo) ucraignes nobly” role’; ‘and 
\oyall Subrects freely obey, 
‘there the !\Commbnewaale, 
Ce dy: hich. is' the commomgooll 
-oftboth; prodaceth themoft royall,happy and:fta-_ 
bleMonarchy. If euerany:Kingdoine hath beene 
- | fortunate, to giue a'true mirror and example of this 

happineffe , this famous Ifland:hath beene therein 
sincomparable, wherein fo puiffant Monarchs, 
fucceflmely fwaying ‘this Em perialb 
| cording vnto the aticient: 


4 
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ad,as by the glorious trutnpe of forreine 
domefticke fame and Hiftori¢ is rot obfcure. 
istruth, the-intufious‘afperfioh 


of in n out lawes, cannot 
Neotwithfan- 

ng , fific few things’ to bee wanting, 
was aS, wanting in the moft exquifite 
lawes, Policié and Statethat ever hath beene, and 


fn ice the Law of Gog it. felfe (though perfect init 
fel 


fe’) throught ane ‘imperfeaion in the trie 
perfection was yerfeene,, ‘mee leaue 
“ippaah all lawes and Countries in one particular 


to wonder at their generall defe@. What Law or 


Nation in the detection of Witches, and Witch- 
‘craft, hathvas yet-euer appeared: tent,or from 
ivft exception exempt How rare 2- 
mongall people differing itdgements? Soméiudge 
no Witches atall, others morethentoomany, o- — 
therstoo few by many, info oppofire extreames,fo 


extreamely: oppofite: I.doe not prefume to pre. 


‘feribe how may become more abfolute or 
perfect, Tonely labout 8 enquire to'learne, Among 
many generall directions by different Authors , di- 
uerfly publifhed, concerning the perfecting of: par- 
ticular lawes, (as farre as perfection is pofitble 
humane frailty): Demofhenes inhis fecond Oration 
in ty thought doth:feemeto 
(if, not the moft exquifite. hree 
things 


a Wg 
4 
x 
2 } 
a 
‘ 
gf 
by 
t 
; 
4 
| 
a & 
3 
; 
t 
‘ * 
> 
a 
x 
P 
tig 


wifé'‘men. 


place collected 
right conftitution ofeuery complete law, whereby 


may be held facred and inuiolate.° Fhe firftis, 


that it tops that is, that it be the ordi- 
nanceand gift of God. ‘Secondly; thatiebe: 
that is, the fage atid’ tidiciousdecree: 


and counféll of the ‘moft wife and prudent:!: The 
third is, that it be ms: that is, the vniverfall 
_confent of the whole ftate, Citie or countrey. Cer- 
tainly, the true cavfe of the forementioned general 
-lameneffe, and confufionof Lawes imthe propofed: 


cafe of Witch-craft confifteth herein. for: 


that men haue not as yet fufficiently fearched the 


holy Scripturesto finde out that sus ses, thatis, 
what is the ordinance of God therein.: Sécondly, 
for that men haue not ferioufly confulted with thae 
wifedome and-prudence, ‘which by theclight of 
nature and reafon Almightie God hath teft difco:' 


uerable and allowed to be itftly andtruly deemed, 


dy ua that is, the fage counfell, determi- 
nationand decree of the moft iudicious 5 prudent: 


thefe two are met andiare agreed’) 


ly, the ordinance of God; and the vpright’ and ifin- 


cere counfell of the moft holy , ‘prudent and wife 


purpofely ftudied , and without’ fuperftition 


exercifed therein : then will the happy harmony of 
all mens ‘hearts: become :-eafily tunableth 


Which ris; that isy the conimomeconfent 


of Prince, People, and Countrey. ' Vito this faire 
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worke dnd builsing:- off God: Jet it nor ferme 
knew, that: chis, fubiedt Bai 


have endlefly varied,many 


famous Writers: haue din: branded with. infamous 
themfejuesal- 


moftouriofithcit wits,& who-hauc.beft defer 


ved; theirtnembling- pens -have nigeardly dropped, 


‘&timoroufly pointed out.any fully,orfirmely auou 


ched)certainty« [eis notwithftanding no breach of 


rule ofmodefty;:but my bounden. dury ,. vnto-the 
honour of truth,toadde what: 
foener in my. vimmoft endeavour may be.conducible., 


Neither-would my:many confli&ts, with difficulties 


in this kinde, hold:me excufed, if fo oft {purred, or 
rather ediled; by fo fi and 
conuerfation; fo divers. extraordi- 
nary manners afhicted,and, {uppofed/bewitched, it 
fhould awake -an{werable difpatch- or, difplay: 


 therein.”, Ler:itithen feeme no-wonder , thata man 


(though leffe then theleaft among men)- who. hath 
not onely.as ftudioufly.as. others laboured the fame 
particular, and as diligently therein obferued, burt 
hath farré:more -happily bin fortuned then others, 
with frequent matter,and occurrents worthy obfer- 
uation, and hath.alfo beene more plentifully grati- 
fied:-with opportunitie , to inrich his vnderftanding 


reafon;| and confirming his experience: Let it feeme 
 nowonder (fay) thata meane wit, thus beyond 


with variety and: worth of obieGs,; intruding his, 


dthereto, may 
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fiy worthiesshaue been fornierty intangled'and pers 
pldxed, co ananch-and prooue certainty; anddes 
monfivation. In this fubte& of Witch:craft by 
bettérmeanes aduantaged,:if beyond formertimes 
| Writers , :dire& 

and Module ‘and: Methade: of! indging, 
therein, I doenotthereby arropate vatomy 
but attribure vnto the meanes , nor derogate from: 
others, whom if the like contingence of the fame 
helpes, had as freely and friendly affronted, and the 
| like facilitie had opened as ready accefle, I acknow- 
; ledge.in the guilty fenfe. of my owne ¢xiguitie 
(whether in the obtward beauty of words, or in- 

ward fubftance of vnderftanding) it had beene éafie 
for any man to exceed with {6 good meanes this fo 
euill meanenefle of my performance. Since then 

(Right Honourable Lords) the fubiedt it felfe,and 
pertinent and peculiar vfetherein, doe point ynto 

your Honours the propertie of this Dedication, 

vnto whofé tribunall the Lawes of Godand men 

appeale againft that foule abominable finne, let it 

not be cenfurred pride or prefumption , humbly to 
refemt vnto your Lordfhip that confideration and 
a refolution which beyond my merjt or defert , Oc- 
currents have freely adminiftred ynto long-diftra- 
__. &ed meditation. If there may appeare therein 
ought aduancing truth, or feruiceable ynto the 
Common-weale, vouchfafe for thofe good re- 
fpects, it may be gracious in your eyes, acceptable 
and werthy your noble fauours and protection , 
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againtt the iniuties of aduerfe obdurate cuftome, 
“enuy., and the vulgar indignation of! 


ignorance, enuy , and the vulgar ind 
common receiued and deceiued:opinion: In the 


meane feafon, my deuoted heart . fhall' devoutly 
ray vnto Almightie God for your Lordfhips long 
ifey the multiplication of many happy. daies , res 
doubled honourin your feruice of God,your King 
and Countrey, and after thislife, that life which 
euer lafteth. | | 


Your Lordfhips, in the moft humble defire, 


and tender of his denotious fernice and 


obferuance, 


| -OHN OTTA 
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phrafeand werd, The ennions haply may ca 


TotheReader. 
OPS Ngeniows Reader's in this: fubielt of 

Witchcraft which I here prefent unte 
thee, thou art not ignorant, what ob- 
PY {curitie, difficultie diff erence, comtraa 


rietie and contradiction hath among 
Authors and learned menin all ages 


 arifen, From the off ufion of generall 


dgnorance, or fuperftitious blindneffe herein , wikling to 


withdraw the vulgar illufion I baue endeauoured De- 
monfiratiuely.to declare what. portion of fememore cer- 
tataty in fuch Uncertainties, God ce Nature hath deftined 
and allowed. It not any worth either arrogated unto my 
Selfe, ov derogated frome others, but my findious defire and 
vehement aff ection in this particular, together with fome 
fpeciall experience and paines upon diuers occurrents, and 
occafions extraordinarily hapning, that hath dyawne me 
forth to off er my opinion as the widdowes mite, more hap- 
ly in good will, and hearty aff ection, then in true value or 
dcferued efleeme. If it may only gine occafion wnto a 
more exquifite penfell, it isthe heigth of intention,ana 
a complete recompence of my endeauour, For this canfe, . 
and for common eafie reading and apprehenfion , I hane 


purpofely anvided, and difcontinued the {mooth thrid of 


a continued laboured fiile, and haue for the moft part pre- | 
ferred and inferted a plaine texture, of 4 more vulgar a a 
will,” 
that: 


/ 


shat aP by fition bi owne fupp 
Jacred its, ertuter upon fo 


| 


felfe doth hercin anfwer them. Inthe theory of Theolo- 
git, it is the dutieand praifeof eucry man, tobe without 


curiofitie fruitfully exercifed. 


‘For ds touching matterof Diainttie,as it fallethout or 
incident inthe difcourfe of this {mall Treatife, Tonely 
propound fuch reafons and confiderations therein, as in 
consmon arealowable and commendable in euery Chrifti- 
unman,andtherein I doeneither vfurpingly contraule 
others, nor controulingly conclude my felfe, but willingly 


graue cenfure and dectature of the lear= 
ned and reuerend Diuine. If therefore (good Reader,) I 


bere publifhed or communicated vnto thee ought 


thankesaworthy, as it me freely intended unto thee’, 


wfolet it nor franeme be pufriendly extended by shee. If 


vhauein oarlterred let it bethy praife and cobdnelfe to 


thy ufe thereof without.abu e. Uf thouhast former. 


ty thought amiffe, and doeft herereade that is moreright, 


be nota lhamed 10 Acknowledge thy better knowledge, 


thenknaw , that truth fhall iudge 
thie; and jajtificher felfe withoutthee, 
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Torn Corral: 


“ 


A precincts; fhorte | 
pinitic, as by un Onauosdnble iptercurrence, doe 
ty infers rhemfelues in this propofed Dininttie it 


Thy-well-willing friend. 
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=; S:there is decencly: Infinite which bath 
created all things finite fo isthereone 
onely finite, noft neerely likevntathat) 

Infinite, which j 1S wifedeme and: knows 

ledge in mem& Angels;The knowledge igs 
which is giueh co'Angelssisonly known 

toGod & Angels. Tlie knowledge which ., pee 
is $ giuen toman, is knowne by man, limited, meafuredand 
confined. ‘Ic is therefore by the wife Philofophers and .. 
fathers of former times,& the Sages of latertimes and ages 1 bi i re 
Agreed, by a generall confent.& harmony of the fe 
that all things whichare-allotted man to know orveder? 
ftand,are by two waies,or inftrumentsfolely tobe atchived x3 
or hoped. The firft of thefe is the inward voderftanding: the Scaliz. desol 


fecondis the outward fenfe. The vnderftanding hathknowe > Subuil, Ex- 


ercit,307, 


men, 


& 


ry 
i 
. 
=} 


bee in forme foreafsimulated vito that 

| coral inftinG to bruis creatures; by which,when they come 
Nature,-theyrefufe, and flie from that which is 

hartaefull, and (eeke and know that which is needfull vn- 
| to their life and preferuation, Secondly, the vnderftan- 
> diag hath uiibsicdigs by ratioctation , by the difcourfe and 


| paine certainety of knowledge; other fome a proba- 
ioulatis.& bility and likelihood onely of certainety , yet oft-times. 


fio eft vel Knowledge likewife commeth by the outward fenfes, 
Pmeaftrati- Which doe certainely afd vndoubtedly informe the vnder- 
Arifer. ftanding concerning their feuerall proper obiects, where 
Analyt, the facultie is found, and the inftruments of fenfe, andthe 
ialeGicus gytward meanes of conueyance are rightly difpofed. 


ex propo. aad eare, are the moft excellent andchiefe wayes of mulci- 
aq 1 ionibus Di- plication and increafe of naturall knowledge. Befides thefe 
fm) letticis,vel wayes of knowledge ; namely, the inward and the outward 
tobabihbus, fanfe, there never was, nor ever can be enumeration of any 


icia confti- 
eft 
pofitions,or fuch as by prudent gheffe onely and likely con. 
Atiftot,ibid. 

things.as immediatly proue themfelaes,and are vndoubted; 


i | & imperfeati intheir firft view are fubieG either to the fenfe enely,or vn- 


~ 
. 
~ 


firft into the world, yet immediately by the direGion of — 


vfe of reafon. By this ratiocination, we doe in many things — 


Ba ratioci- in a Very gréat necreneffe affinicic. with certaintiec. 


Mlogifmus, Among thefe fiue lentes, the fight and hearing, the eye. 


Benverain- thovght or mention do proue themfelues,& atthe firft 


andinthenl, andwiththem d6rne. thouen q 
| | 
} 
EE | 
demon. Other. For this caufe the Philofophers haue diuided all 
traciuss,(yl- that are incident vnto mankinde, to know or vnder- 
either {uch things as immediatly ¢ in their ver 
fatloex to the vaderitanding ancly.such thingsas are only proper 
to the fenfe, and thereto immediatly and properly fubiec 
things{eene, heard, touched, .tafted ,fmele;as colours, fi- 


be fenfible er know any thing inthis interi, | 
our world vader the heavens.Such things as are{ubie&, va, 
to the vnderftanding onely,and not ynto the fenle, and ime 
mediatly proue themfelues,are generall notions and recep- 
tions,infeparably fixed in the vnderftanding ofailmen.O6 
this kind arethele pofitions in Philofophi¢,Alithingsthat | 
are made,haue their matter,tout of which they were made, a Material 
haue their {peciall formes and differenceyby which they are Forman. 
a part that they are: and laftly to that being,whichthey are; 
are rifen from that which they werenot.Likewife,thefe pow 
fitionsin, Logicke: Euery. propofitioniis true or falle,affir- 
matiue or generally yntoallvnden 
thefame kinde, or to.fome particulars,or toa fingylar,or ia 
indefinite. Likewife,,in Arithmaticke 
ber, one cannot be diuided,or is indiuifible;foureismore 
then two. Likewile, in Phyfike thefe:Euery man is ficke or 
-healehfull,or anenter Contraries are cured.by contraries, 
as heat by cooling, cold by:heating, moyfture by-drying; 
drynefle by. moyfting, Asin thefe named Sciences (0 in all 
other; there are the like generall notions immediatly at the 
firlt view. proouing themfelues vnto the vnderftanding;and 
euery,man in.common fenfe and reafon,immediatly confen- 
teth ynto their truths and he that denieth it, or feeketh 
prooferherof, isefteemed inftly madde,or voyd of reafon. 
Ther¢ are other things fubie& vnto the voderftan- 
ding onely, which do not inimediatly vpon the firft view or 
_-confideration(asthe former)proue themfelues,but are pro- 
ued by others more cleere andenident thenthem(clues,; as 
this propofitien. The motion,of the heavens is not 
This isnot manifeft vnte euery man at firltxiew,but requi- 
eth another more manifeft then it felfe,to. make it 
thus:That which hath a certaine.limitted.courfe, circum- 
_,welation and motion,cannot be infinitesbut Aftronemie for 
4 thonlands of yeares hath difcouered the 
ods rsuolutions,and fet peramibulations of tht heauens,and 
etherefore the motions of thr jniinte. 
| 2 may 
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prone inate inanifelP Goth 


“ “4 * . ied 


it 
hiphe, and: doth dedwed it'vito: thit,which 


ately proue it (elfe reaforjind ob! 


{eruiation of allages.and timics;that no idiot canbe ignorant; 
We ori at bead 


haghath bin mapitened how foniethiias breinmediati 


Rood iti-the very firlt confideration views fonié 
fifoded bythemfelues, proued by hiks, 
batniade cuident by others) ‘As many things are ih the far. 
niet kinds & feuerall maners manifefted, andcnidently pro- 
things neither by other Aekier 
fo the tideritandise and teafon, of 
the firtt apparehr, bur remaine ambigtions aad In 
thefethings-dertainty of knowledge by proofe fai- 
ling there remaineth no other and artifi- 
cial narrowly looking ow 

the neerett poflibilitieof rrith& certainty. 


‘Tle Bom hetite de arife excellent and bettefirs vito vin. 
derftanding) though not fo farre forth'ofttimes gained, as 


is defied viitwall prinate ends,yet{o farre forth,as fnaketh 


wile andynderftanding men excell-and fhine before others, 


Henceie commeth'to paffe that is doubt full calescounlels 
andattempts,oneman is(ceneand Knowneto an 
as much’as'the glorious Sunnedoth hisecctiped f- 
fter, the Moore) Hence haueiffued fo many rioble and he- 


Verrnes# Sapacitie; exqaifitneffe of iudgement,Pru- 


dene, Art; in theadminiftration: of high affaires.’ For,al- 
gh if probabiliticsate no cuident certainties, yet doe 
Sfarre forth oftrimes-aduantage and aduaace¢nto 


chou 
they 


the knowledge of certainty,’ tliat itis almoft-eqaall vite 


cettainty atid doth perfwade and fettle difcreete-refolution 
‘and difpofition in all affaires, In this.confifteth the height, 


therope; the fomof Art arid the petfeaion ofall humane 
knowledgejaboue or beyond which,do man could cuckfoar 


‘his the mentioned meanes 


farebing thorow pro. 


failing, 
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failing 

beyond whida theee andifight 
a know vp) his vadertaading darks 
niany 
hatsightly, doth iswndonbtedly 
hawshe 
inpeltigation sbefide, which therqis nq.natutall knowledge 


to bsexpected never found other#waies * Quodnon 


cieGeth, 
realomas fpurigus.Likewale Psolemie hath bounded the true Potter. 
with curiofinie yfually.defileth ex incang leek denis at 
and meafure. anfwerable to, Reafon and Mature. Fos 
caufe alfo, all crue Philofophers: haue determined the tivo 
gnely, inftruments ofall true Arts, to bee Reafon-and exper 
rience,which Galen doth.call the two the 
Artok Phy fake, dothcon{ift., And: taereforeinthe fecond 
chapter. of his 
dichs,qui onmia. ia Medjoina agit yatione, thatisshoe 
who-doth all things. in -his,{ybie@ of Phy fike, according to 
right role of reafon,is the moft excellent Phyficion. + 
Brom hencealfe-alitque Artifts haug Art to bee, 
Habitus cum ratione that feteled 
of and poration accerding,to-r¢afon. 
_.Vponthis ground others haue built.ether‘true rules ad 
obferuations, concerning true and Jawfull Arts. Therefore — 
Clatth Galen) ars-xon off ijs quorum nentiquam eft-poteftag, 
that hot of fuchthings ascanpor 
—beaccomplithed, : Which ismorhy noting; todiftingyith 


Sciguets, Ami eft fecundu'n 


naturam, non} 


ithing fomanpage continerur 
wharloquer by Arif. Anal, 
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thers Tikewile haueadded another obfeniationjthar is; that 

‘Art'igimployed about fuch'things as ate in réafon ‘profita- 

ble and not ¥aine.’ So faith Scaliger, exercit, 37. Se&. 31. 

Ars non is yee farther obferned 

ypon the fanie ground, ‘that true Artdoeth not confound 

“orcloud it felfe in mitts, but rediéeth vnto order, light and 
‘veafoo; things difsipate, confufed, and out of order and 

reafon ‘(as Cictro affirmeth) Ars res dinulfas diffolutafque 
conglutinat, vationé quadam conftringit. Vpon the fame 
grounds divers renowmed common weales haue expelled 
allfalfeand forged Arts: as, Necromancy, Aeromancy, Ge- 
with'other fortiligous Diuinations.': Vpon the 

fame diners Emperors, Kings, Kingdomes' and 
hatie-exploded , cenfured:? and condemned: all 
(| © fach as vnder pretext of the wholefome Arts of Aftrono- 
Hi my, Mathemiatikes, andthe like; Hate runne into foolith 
deceitful praGtifes, the 
i Roman Law-giver and Emperour, his lawés are extant to 
ul this purpofé. Likewife Teberins his Decrées'‘for the expul- 
fion of counterfeit CMarhematicians and (Magicians. And 
q Vipian inhis booke de Mathemaricis Maleficis, teltie 
in fieththe publication of their goods,and their ishibition by 
ik the Emperdurs’ from communion with other Citizens fo 
much as in fire or water. Add as Redfon; good: Lawes, 
| ‘Kidgdomes, Nations, and Conmimon-weales haue diftin- 
iy ithied ingennons, liberall, and profitable: Artes, and 
ciérices builded ypon reafon, trueth and vaderftanding ; 
from bafe,ignob!e, vnprofitable, needleffe, curious, and er- 
ronious Artes? fo hath the holy Scripture both iuftified, 
fanGified, and commended the'one; and’condemned) and 
fiomiinated with rebuke’atid thame: the other. The firftis 
evident; Exod: 3. 'verfet, 2; %, 4; 5,6. where Almightie 
i ‘God doeth teftifie concerning the knowledge and skill of 
 workmianfliip in gold, filuer, and ftone, that hee gaue it by 

| hisSpirit vnto Bezalel} atid Aboliab:' who were workme 
‘ecardinig atid vinderftanding in that lawful 

Art; profisable building Gods houte.- 
‘cond 
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cond is manifelt, etétes where it is initheir 
due commendations recorded, that thofe who Beforevied — 
and. pra&tifed. vaitte and> curious Arts; when they were by | 
the preaching of the Apoftles truely -coruertéd; intoken 
of their vndiffembled repentance, they abfolurely renoun- y 
ced and difclaimed their vaine learning , andopenly burnt | 
their bookes,though valued at an high rate andrich price. 


T hat ne Knowledge can come vnto man in any Art or Science, 
but by Senfe or Reafon, or ltkely and artificsall comecture ts 
proned by the Science and Knowledge of Phyfike in fread of 


Arts and Sciences. 
T Ow for the better imprefsion of that which ‘hath — 
beene before faid : that is, that nething is or can bee © : 
dete&ed, or is liable vnto mars knowledge , which 
meth not ynto him by the helpe of Reafon, the inward or q 
the outward Senfe, Demonftration, Ratiocmationjoriindi> 
cious and prudent. Conie@ation: in reafonable likelihood’: 


let vs examine any one particular, ingenuous, liberall or | 
lawfull Art or Science, in ftead of many, and therein view, _ | 
how by the former mentioned keyes, doores and entrances | 


folely, are opened the wayes vnto their contemplations, 

{tudy, and perfe& apprehenfion. And if one Art or Science 

may bee fufficient herein, I thinke it moft-it to. choofe my 

owne, becaufe as to my felfe moft prompt; fo ynto any o-. 

ther not vnprofitable. All difeafes that happen vnto the 

body of man are either outward or inward, :and therefore 

either feene by the eye, and deprehended by.the outward: * 
Senfe, or conceiued onely by Reafon andtheinward Vn- 
derftanding. Inward difeafes, and fubieGtonely vontorgas 
fon and vnderftanding doe fometimes appeare clearely and 

certainely to reafon and vnderftanding ; fometimes they 

doe not appeare certaine, or by certaine notesor fignes, 

but by likely markes onely, which are the | 


Sciall conicGure. 
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xiodind outward fei, 
unto teafon, fomedy artificial! conic. 
mooneby imbeamed, perquificion’ 
difeaféshidden 

of inueftigation, and therefore ‘re- 
as remembrances of:mans manifold ignorance in 
x ofetuation of. Gods decree-and 

_ prohibition. Asthen in thofe difcafes which are apparent 
vato fight, it is blindneffe in a Phyficion to make queftion; 
in thofe which are epfidentto reafen;to make doubt, is rea- 
fonlefie fatusic; in thofewhich may be atcained by artifici- 
all fearch.orperguifition, either to be flacke, 
‘4s floth, «orto ynable,, is in thofedif- 

€afes, which neither outward reafon, nor 
Art, nor artificiall conie&ture can pofsibly difcouer ; to 

Bopk iberfecke beyond and redfonable 
likelihood ; ig reafonicfle iand fenfeleffe ftriuing, and i impé- 
tience of thofe bounds! which God hath fet to limit the 

eutiofivic ofimani) Bot bertetproofaahd illuftration, it will 
to nominate fome, pacticuler. difeafes 
farrmut sta rddileafes andfuch.as are 
eutward fenfisy ithey-are infinite. Whorthat is 
pracafed iw Phy ficke, docth-nor afluredly know, 
whenywith hisseyes hee docth behold an inflammation, a 
Gang reve Cancer Callus; Fiftula, Vicer;'Le+ 
Vatiola, Janndes, Gout, 
and theliked Secondly, for in- 
licithat isiealt tearned;doth 
koow that all difeafes which may be defined, muft necefla- 
as alfo, chat it isnot difficult to 
-* Genus mor- Hefinesommnerd him thavis:ableto* canioine 
bi with bhe parvaffiited; the truc inmediane kinde of the af- 
Ceafing proper finction ofcen- 
Auth efiapperite doth it not thereby mani. 
tuit morbi feithy nro ove ehtoseafon | ifome inward ill there. 
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 &ion tobe hot? 


Ague,drineffe,thirft and other accidents,and confe ‘quen- 


ces of heate,is not as plainely deteéted the kiade of the affe. 


Thus both the part affected which is the ftomacke appa- 
rently (becaufe there the former accidents are found erigi- 
nally mooning and firft feared, ) and alfo the ill: affeGion 
(which by the manifeft burning heate doth prooue her 
kinde) being both conioyned, doe truely define the difeafe 


 to-bee an inflammation of the ftomacke. The like may bee 


faide of the inflammations of all other inward parts of Plu. 
rifies, Phrenfies, inflammation of the Liver , Spleene, 
Wombe,Reines,Gutsand other parts,the certaine teftimo- 
nies of excefsiue heate gining demenftration of an inflam- 


-mation,and the paine (or at leaft,fome defe&) or defe&ion © 
in the proper offices ofthe parts manifefting the parts 


themfelues. As concerning inward inflammations of diuers 
parts, fo likewile of inward Vicers, and other maladiesmay 
be inftanced. The difeafe of the bladder is oft certainly 
knowne, by painein the part, or by ceffation of his proper 
funéions, or defection therein, and the kinde of difeafe 


_thereiaby the excretions oft-cimes proceeding from it. 


And thus an Vicer is oft difcouered in thebladder,by paine, 
with purulent and fanguiuolent miGion. Difeafes likewife 
of the head are certainly difcouered and dete&ted vnto rea- 
fon, by defects growing; fometimes in the vnderftanding, 
fometimes in thememory, fometimes in the imagination, 
{ometimes in all chofetogether,& fometimes in the general 
motion ofthe whole body. Difeafes of the heart likewife, 
appeare by the euill and faulty motionsof the pulfe , by 
foundings and defeGions in liuelihood of the {pirits and 
vitall faculty. Difeafes of the Wombe or Mother likewife 
doe oft demonftrate themfelues by deprived or depraued 
motions. It were tedions to make a particular enume- 
ration of all difeafes of this kinde, which are in the fame 
manner-euident and apparent vntoreafon. 
Now let vs:briefly alfo confider fome difeafes, which are 


neither evident to Reafon, nor manifeftto Senfe; but are 


gained, deteed, and hunted out of their deepe and hidden 
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we will therefore onely pr 


accidents affli&ed: namely , a continual! feuer, a 
cough, fpitting of blood, fhortnefle of winde, bass-achie, 


. Careleffe and common refpe&, ) prude 


‘courses, by. the: quitke and fent of probable ind: 


artificial ; the neceffity or vfe whereof, either 


in an ambiguous complication of doubrfull difeafes, or in 
the extrication of any intricate fingle 


affeGion or malady, 
there isno man in Phyficke exercifed, who doth not dayly 
finde. Many examples of difeafes of this kinde would caufe 
the {mall body of this little worke voluminoufly tofwelt: 
eione, 
Let vsfuppof a ficke man, doubtfully and dinerfly with 


deliration, want of fleepe, drineffe, thirft, paines in diners 


parts, fides, ribbes, backe and belly: What difeafe or dif. 


eales here are, ‘can neither be manifeft to fenfe, diftraGted 
in this confufion, multitude and concurrence of accidents ; ; 
nor yet be evident to reafon at the firft view, becaufe it re 
quireth fo different confideration, and deuided contempla- 
tion. of fo many feucrals. apart. Here then it remaineth that 
learned, indicious, prudent, and difcreete artificiall conic- 
Gture proceed exadtly to diftinguith & analife,as followeth. 
All the forenamed paines , diftempers and accidents one 
indifferently arife,. eyther from the Lungs inflamed; 

the Liver, orthe Midriffe, orthe Pleura ; becaufe any sek 


of thefe by itfelfe doth vfually bring forth all, ot moft part 
-ofthem. Heere then prudent, artificiall, and exquifite per- 


penfion doth exaély valew and efteeme all the different 
manners, quantities, qualities, pofitions and fituations of 
paines; likewife accidents, motions, times, manners of mo- 


tion, caracters, orders, and.all other both fubftantiall and 


circumftantiall confiderations. 


And firft,as touching the feuer,head-ache, thirft, idlenes 


of braine (becaufe they are common to many other 
difeafes befides thefe, and require no curious, but amere 
ntand circumfpe@ 
conicGation doth leaue their'needieffe confufion of more 
vicfall and:needfull perpenfion, and doth more narrowly 


Gilquifition — 


fearch about thofe accidents, which are more infeparable, 
vato and by exa‘? 
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out ‘their hidden and fecretly couched. icies 
which, in exa& view they are found and diftinguiflied fufh. 
ciently differing. The infeparable accidents which doe pe: 
culiarly or forthe moft part accompany the difeafes before 
named, that is, the inflammation of the Lungs, the Liver, 
the Midriffe'and the Pleura;are cough, fherrnefle of winde; 
{pitting of blood, paines about the ribbes, fides, belly, whith 
in all chefe named difeafes; more or leffe are prefent:, either 
primarily, or by confent of one part with another. Thefe, 
though feldome abfent. from moft of the foure former dit. 


eafes., and therefore not cafily diftinguithed , when they 


sreceede from th’one or th’other; yet rightly wei 
confidered in their feuerall manners , 
and tight in every one, when apartand fingle, 
they doe likewifein their confufed mixture one with ano= 
ther, yeeld diftinG and (cuerall difference tohim, that ins 
judicious and difcerning thought, doth beare their iuft di. 
ftin@ions apart.For illuftration, {pitting of blood .is vfually 
2 companion to all, or moft of the foure' named difeafes ; 


but in one in leffe quantity, in anothermore:; in one after 


one manner, in another after another sin oneby vomiting, 


inanother by expectoration, and in another by coughing ; 


in one with much expuition, in another with little ; in one 
with danger of ftrangulation and faffocation, in another 


without;in one with thickneffe, blackneffe, and{mall quan. 


tity of blond, in another withthinnefle,. brightneffe of 
colour , and more quantity ; and in one of chefealfo with 


- Iefle, and in another with more difficulty and labour; 
Shortneffe of winde, or difficulty of breathing isacom. 
mon companion to all the named difeafes; butin one with 
frequent expuition, ‘in another’ without, and where, with 
expuition, in one withmote facility, ip another withdif. 


ficulty, in one with oné manner of diftenfion: of the 


inftruments of refpiration, if another withanother,‘in 
one kinde of difficulty of refpiration more frequént:,:in 
another lefic , in one more gricvaus, in anotiier tolerablez 


difquifition in thei difterencies, doth nccwithigadiog it 


4 
ét 
4 
$4 
> 
4 
a 
\ 1 
\ 
ey. 
igs 
3 
4 
4 
- 


— 


= 


\ 


a 


the forenamed difcafes is with much, in anothes 


“The like:may. befaid of c ing and:paines. Coughing 
with little, and in another with no expuition at all; in one 
contiauall, in another with intermiflion; i in One with inten. 
fion,in another with remifsion; in one loud, in another ftill; 
and where, with expectoration, in one of one colour and © 
quantity, in another. ofanother , and in another of none at 
all; in qne eafie, gentle, free and without paine, in another, 
gricuous and painfull’; yeafuffocatory, and neere to ftrane 
le Paine likewafe isa common companion to.all the men- 
tioned difeafes ; but diftinguifhed in the one and the other, 
by-themanner, nature, and fituation of the feuerall parts , 
which apart is euery one.it poflefleth, and alfo by the diffe- 
rent oddes, fafhions,and kindes of paines fome being tharp, 


fome dull, fome quicke, fome flowe, fome with diftenfion, 


fome with punction, fone with heauineffe and ferfible 
weight, fome more gricuous to the Patient lying, fome to — 
him fitting or ftanding, fome more calmein one pofition of 
the body,andfomeinanother. 

And chas prudent an skilfull conie@ture, by and dili- 
gent perpenfion; ‘comparing together oddes, and exa@ly 
referring vato true difcerning the feuerall properties and. 
differences of accidents, their manner proportions, and o~ 
ther due circumftances, doth in the end reduce every acci- 
dent to his right difeafe, and euery difeafeto hisright canfe; 
whereby the prudent, and iudicious Phy ficion dotheleerly 
vnderftand dice@ly and timely to apply proper. and perti- 
nent remedies, And thus in doubefuil cafes, which are nei- 
ther evident to Reafon,nor manifeft to Senfei in the.Art and 
exercife of Phyfike, it is manifeft how folerc and accurate 
conie@ation, through the clouds and mifts of ambiguities , 
doth in the end fo cleerely fend forth and gine fo faire a 
light, that doubt it {elfe doth become out of doubr, and is 
little. inferiour vnto certaine and plaine demonftration. As 
athort fumme of all that hathbeen faid, whatfocuer hath 
beene declared of difeafes, the fame may 
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The iffuesofalldifeafes are either informed from Senfe 
orenident by reafon, or ferutable by artificiall conie@ure.. 
Examples of the firft kinde are manifeft, when with our 
eyes we behold the motion and Senfe externall and other © 
outward fun&ions of thebody , either abolifhed, or inan 
high degree deprived of their power and naturall 
This certaine teftimony of onr fight dothcertainely in- 
forme the vnderftanding,concerning the dangerous iflue. — 
Examples of the fecond kinde are manifeft likewile , 
we finde either the caufes of difeafesvnremoucably fixed, 
or the difeafe it felfe rooted in the fubftance of any ofthe 
| principal] parts, or accidents in malignitie, vehemence, and 
 fary irrefiftable. Inchefe cafes a doubtfull and hard if_fueis 
evident to Reafon by iuft confequent. 
Examples: ofthe latter kind are alfo apparent , when in 
. _ difeafes, good and euill fignes are fo doubtfully mixed, that 
| fome promife Life, othersas much threaten Death : fome 
in numberdifceurage, other {ome in worth as much as in- 
courage. We doe oft fee and know in the middeft of this 
mift and darknes, where there appeareth not toa common 
fenfe fo much as the teaft thew of any indication of certaine 
iflue ; yet through the exquifiteneffe of prudent & artificis 
allperpenfion, and due exa& diftin@ion in the foremen- 
‘tioned feeming-infcrutable oddes ; the learned Phyficion 
> inthe firft fcarce fenfible budding of indication,and in 
the firft moft imperfe& andfearce-being thereof doth oft 
,  difcouer that true event, which vfually and for the moft 
partis feene and obferued to come to paffe. 
- Tfany man not rightly apprehending reafon, make a 
| doubt or queftion of any fuch poffible exquifitnes, let him 
 confider and behold it by an eafie example. In an in- 
‘ equalitie of one and the fame Vermiculant pulfe, where the 
beginning of thefame diftenfion is quicker, the next conti- 
_” Muation or middle part isfl ower, and the beginning of the 
end thereof. ending almoft before it begin it needes 
4 be very difficult, nay; almoftimpoffiblevato the firkt view 
akSenfe or Reafon, or to a common iudgement or learning, 
| | te. 
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tr, 


into two or three diftin& times and partsof motion, 
the fpace fo very fhort, the faculty of mouing fo low and 


- weake, and the mouing it felfe almoft altogether in an in.. 


fenfibleexiguitie, and an indiuifible degree oflowneffe.. 
Weefee oft-times acommon vulgar cannot in hisreafon 
conceiueit,much lefle by his fenfe at all perceive it. Neither 
is it found eafieto cuery man,though learned therein,yca, 


_ or educate thereto, either perfe&ly to apprehend the gene- 


rall Idea of {uch amotion, or at all in the firft proofes and 
tryals of his fenfe or hand todeprehend any particular.Not- 


withftanding, the Phyficion that exquifitely difcerneth and . 


iudgeth, doth both in reafon fee, that euery fingle {malleft 
motion, hath his divers diftin& diuifion of parts,& alfo by 
his difcerning,wary, iudicious and exercifed: touch, doth a- 
partly dete& and difcouer it: And thus hath been proued by 


feueral inftances taken in the art of Phy ficke,in fteade of al 


other Arts and Sciences,for auoiding tedioufneffe and con- 


fufion, that all knowledge, all Art, all Science whatfoener 
giuen vntoman , hath nootherentrance, meanes,or wayes 
therero,but therow Senfe or Reafon, or prudent and artifi- 
ciall conieGure,{agacitie and exquifitenefic of iudging and 
_And chat it may-the better appeare, that beyond thefe 
waies andlights,the Phy ficion cannot finde any knowledge 
or difcouery of Difeafes: letvs view fome particular exam- 


ples of fome Difcales for this canfe vndifcouerable.and not 


tobe deteGted: and therewith confider the impofsibilitie of 
difcouery to confit folely herein ; namely, for that they are. 
remoued from any capacitie of Senfe or Reafon, and from 


the reach of ail artificiall fearch,{crutiny 8 accurate infight 


deriued fromboth, which is the higheft ftraine of humane _ 
Voderftanding.In the generall it cannot be deniec( except: 
of fuch «hole vnderftandings are extremely blinde) that it: 
isimpofiible, that thofe difeafes fhould or can bee at all.fo 


much asfulpedted(and therefore much lefle knowne )which 
needeth 


yeeld no thew,:no figne,no indication of themfelues. There. 
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- meration of fome particular difeafes of this kinde. 
‘Are not divers fecret'and hidden Apoftemations, 


body, and by aninfenfible growth taking 


- 

es 


edeth hereofno other, nor better 


other inward colleGions of vicious matter in the body, 
dayly Seminaries of vnexpe&ted andwondred fhapes 

corruption and putrifaGion,which lying long hiddew in the 
TOOtE, 
the end fodainely breake forth. beyondall pofsible expe. 
Gation,or thought of the moft excellent exquifite and fubs 
tillcircumfpe€tion and difquifition ? For a briefe confir- 


- mation hereof, Hollerins doth mention a man, the caufe of 


whofe difeafe while he lived , being vnknowne to Phy- 


ficions, and Art, after his deceafe his guts were found gan. 


viewed like ynto 


grened and perifhed, and therein things 
Water-fnakes, and his Liver full of fchirrofe knots. 
- There happened vnto my felfe this yeare laft paft,a Pati- 


ent,avery worthy Gentleman,who being extremely vexed 


with the Strangury, Difurie, and If{churie together with 


__ piffing of blood in great abundance, and the ftone, by the 
vfe and accommodation of remedies,found much cafe, miti- 


gation of paines, and qualification of the extremitie of all 
the former accidents. Notwithftanding , for that there 
were certaine indications of an VIcer in the body or capae 


of the Bladder, his recoucrie was not expe&ed, but af- 


ter his deceafe, inthe diffe&ion of his body, his Bladder 
was found rotten, brokenand black, without any manifelt 
matter therein as caufe thereof , or fo much as one ftone ,. 
although hee had formerly and immediately before anoid- 
ed many ftones atfeucrall times. This I produce, being 
freth in memory , asan inftance of impoflibilitie of know- 
ledge voto a Phyficion in many and frequent cafes. For 
how could: the fra@ure or colour of his Bladder, while the 
Patient was lining , by any exquifiteneffe of Artorvnder- — 


_ ftanding, be knowne in any poffibilitie, meanes, or power 


ef man, although all the otheraccidents aboue mentioned, 


were vndoubtedly , by certaine indications and fignesdif- 
Couered ? might here deliver many other like Exam 


les. 


prdofe, then the enu- 
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ofmineowne knowledge ; I will onely calltoremem= 


the canfe of whofe apparent dangerous eftate, diucrs lear- 
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I was of late yeares Phy ficion vnto a right Noble Lady s 


ned and famous Phyficions conioyred with my felfe, could 

neuer difcouer. In the difle&ion of ber body after her de- 

ceafe, her heart was found inclofed with a fhining rotten 

ag and the very fubftance of the heart of the fame co- 
le 


In tht fame Lady, an intolerable paine about the bot- 
tome of her ftomack,by fits depriued her of all eafeby day, 
and of reft by night , and could neuer be either knowne in 
the caufe, or remooued in the accident by any meane or 
remedy : butafter death , inthe difle@ion of her body be- 
fore mentioned , a black round gelly as bigge asa Tenice 
ball, did manifeft it felfe in that place, where, in her life the — 
intolerable paine was feated and fixed. 

Of thiseuill difcoloration of her heart,ofthe matterand | 
euill colour of that matter wherewith her heart was inuiro- | 
ned; as alfo of that colle&ed gelly inher ftemacke,what | 
poflible knowledge (thinke you) or exquifite vnderftan- a 
ding, or art of man could euerin her life time giue any no- | 
tice or information? Like vnto thisis that which Hole. 
ithe 21. of his rare obferuations doth mention. Ina 

ficke man perplexed.in a ftrange manner from an vnknowne 
caufe in his life , after his death his liuer and epiploon did 
appeare corrupted and putrified his ftomacke toward the a 

_bottome bruifed and full of blacke iniceor humour. ‘Chrie 
frophorus Schillincus, opening the body of a childe after 
death, reporteth, thatheefaw-inthe {mallveines, running 
thorow the fubftance of the liver , many {mail {crauling q 
-wormes then lining. Beniueniusdoth make mentionofa 
woman tormented gricuonfly by aneedlein herftomack, 
which was impoffible by any art or exquifitneffe of vader- 
ftanding to bee conceived or fufpeGted, if nature it {elfe 
working it out thorow the body and fubftance of the fto- 


macke, vnto the outward view and Senfe, had not fo die 
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ftones; and the like in the guts, gall, Teno he hl 
~patts,of which no-Att, or excellence of knowledge can pol- 


fiblytake notice, vintiilthey 
cheifight. ‘Many'diféafes of thele-kindesbeing fearefull and 
terrible accidents, and affliGtions vnto the body, yee for the 
moft part are neuer detected ; becanfe they haue not, ones 
no proper true certaine likely butino posible meanes 
or way of indication or: noticeat all} in any reafoniorva- 
derftanding of humane Art or Sciences without which the 
moft exquifite and Scientificall Clarkesare altogether dif- 
abled, and muft neceflarily bee ignorant. Thus hath beene 
at ‘large manifefted, that nothing can bee vnto the Phyfici- 
an in his Art and Sciérice knGwhe, which either by outward. 
Senfe or inward is mot apparent, or by-likely and artificiall 
conie&ture from both, is not detected or difcerned, The 
like might bee vrged concerning the trials of Lawe and 
_ Iuftice, and inquifitions of offences and errors againit the. 
_ Law,which are the difeafes of a Common-weale,asthe fom 
mer of the body of man.. Many offences againit the Lawe 
are apparent vato the outward Senfe as fight or hearing: 
and therefore being,witnefled by hearers or beholdets, are 
without doubt or difficultie immediately difpatched, fen- 
 tenfed,.and adiudged. :Many alfo are. evident to reafon, 
which therefore are held innineibly and infale 
te convince, 
Many offences alfo there are,: neither manifelt- to. Senfe, 
nor evident toreafon, againft which and 
prefumptions.doe arife in indgement} whergby, potwiihe 
ftanding, through narrow fearch and. Gifting, examie 
“nation, circumf{pe@ & curious view of cuery zircumftance, 
together with every materia!l moment. and oddesthorow- 
and the, depth,and bottome by. {ubtill dilquifition 
fadomed, the learned, prudent, and difcerning Judgedece 
dete& and bring vnto light many hiddep,, inteftine; an 
fecret milchiefes,whichivnfenfibly.and vnobferuedly would 
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‘pated, the wile and vpri ight fudge vito neceffitiein 
of due warrantvntonift proceeding, doeth with pati- - 

anid ‘For (as may befeene 
imany cafes iuftly neceffarily and vynauoida- 

infcrntablé,wndecided and neuer de- 

termined, ascertaine proofes & evidences of the limitati- 
on and annihilation of mans: knowledge in many things of 
thislifé : Almightie God oft-times decreeirig to hidefome 
trueth from the fight of man, and it io hisowne 
fecret will and 
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Whether haue any other w or meanes of inue- 
ftigation, thes thefe mention: and what us then true 


oT Hath beene attarge before declared God ding? Na. 

tute hiane limited and confined alf knowledge of man, 
within: cettaine wayes and bounds, out of which, and be. 
‘Yond whith it cannot paffe ; -asalfo for that caufe, that no 
jOfiffable Art or true Science wiatfoeuer, doeth or can ex- 
réfiraints. There hiaue bin alo divers examples 
‘produced ‘of the neceffitie of mans ignorance, inthe im- 
-poffibilitie of much knowledge , and difcouery of things 
hidden and inhibited by the iuft and vnfearchable decrees 
‘of Gotland Natore: Ic remaineth now ro enquire concer- 
particular fubie@ @f Witch-craft, whether in the 
‘tommornway of all other deteCions of trueths, it ought 
“tikewile corifit; or whether by it felfe it have other privi- 
fedges beyond all other trials. Ifreafonbethefoleeye and 
light ofinaturall vnderftandinig which Godhathgivenvn- 
reafSnable man (‘asis'before prooved.) Ifwithoutit 
canbe no naturall knowledge,no Art, no Science, nodifco- 
“ery. If Law among all people and nations be foiuft in alt = 
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decifonby ts controng 
either vate right proofe; euidence- arid allegation; actor. 


‘ 


phich eonfifieth tight.) If God 


ding vnto reafon, or at Jeaft, faire likelihood, ‘prefumpti> 
on, ‘and probabilitie ; and beyond: thefe there nenet was, 


is, or.can-bee any.iutt iudgement or tpialls: blew pol 
ble that man can.attaine, keowiledge of Witchictiaft, 


thofe meanes, by which onély'bis nature iscapable 


of whatfoeuer is allotted co bee: knowne thereto 2) If this 
bee infallibly true, man:mufbeither -by. che formet:comé 
mon wayes.of knowledge and detection’, know iskéwile 
and dete& Wiateh-crafe; or bee: 
thereof; whereof the contrary by dayly experience is meat 
nifeft. Itmay bee and is obie&ed; that it isachard and:dift 
ficult matter co dete& Witchcraft, by theformer andor: 


_.djnary courfes,.as is oft feene and found apparent: 


Jikewsle equally difficult, and as by thefame mearet 
oft times, for maay a jult man:to proove and'clecre hisop-— 


innocency , and for many an iniurioufly ‘wronged 


«wretch to prooue his right, to defend his goods, yea, life 


-felfe from vialence; notwithftanding, this isno allowance 


ranted way, orway ont ofthe way of 


Law; bee his burden neuer io or 
cceding crueltic,. ad aren. 


Fer, if God had aliowed' men 


“red, certaine of 


‘theit wants, and:the accomplifhinent of rhein ambentings 


_ and defires without failing; what'wonld ‘becgme af :Reli- 


gion, Vertue, and ‘Waledeme ? Then thould every ntap 


alike.wife, andimen wouldbee fo confidentixnitheir 
_ftrength and power; and fo forget 


‘God, and neuet thiftke of the Almighty: : Ifthe mtanés 
_and wayes vntoall knowledge, and the informatinmofionr 
defires.and did meetewwith no inpdimentjgo 
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fhipand“addracion of eurCreator; who accoiding'ta his 

wifedome, good will. and pleafure doth otherwife 

difsofe Por if vito Sur: fup- 

pofed needfiill. ends defires were cer- 
— vacontrouledwayes,nothing impolsible, nothing 

denyed'; then were our luft'a Lawe; man'in no power 


but mn hisowne,in'no awe\inno Law)innorules 
=). <Eietefore! Almightie- God dmhis great andvifpeakesble 
Weifedomeshath filbie@ed'vaine mati; arid made fis pride 
fabie&:to infinite creatures, limits, reftraints; coertions, 
thereby to teach him true-wiledome, pietic, truft, depeti- 
dance; worthip, and adoration of his all-reftraining and al. 
Simitiag vnlimited power.: Man therefore muft thereby 
Jearne to to know, ‘as therewith to learne 
to know hinfelfe ; that is,with his large portion, his lot,his 
manifold indowments, his excellencie of Senfe,Reafon, Vn- 
detftanding, Prudence, Art,notto forget or fpurne at their 
interdiGians 3: prohibitions and “inioyried Lifts, ‘beyond 
which to defireto know. folly Sapsentia,ve- 
vamolle timis faperé\aith the Poet. Icis true Wifedomeé,not 
tobestoo wife:.thatis, not to know, not defire to know 
more then is allowed or ncedfoll needful, notin ourde- 
-fires;bur Gods Detree.: nowy bed 
‘jo dere theniletime intreat men, nor: much 
fwellwith indignation,or to be puffed with 
-impatience; wheré God doth not apertly reueale & plaine- 
Ay (as theydefire and thinke necdfull)) ‘the fubtill engines, 
cand myfticalb craft of the. Diuelb in the'Maéhinations of 
and Sotcerens,; butfoberlysnodeftiy difcreet- 
oly; fofarre forth becontented puffue che’ tryall and iuft a 
sway of their difcouery,as with ithreafon,with Reli- 
ogion isitift:and righteous, knowing that whatfoeuer is be- 
ils or. 
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Gin nee Godund as is be“ore faid yhath 


the {crutinie of alltrue Arts; and Sciences; all natural] 
knowledge for difcouerie of controuerfies and refolutions 
vnto the lights of Reafon and conie&tare; 


prudence, Art,Sagacitie, and fubtilrie of vnderftanding de« 


_ riued from thence;vnto what other barre or feate of Luftice 


_ can Witch-craft appeale or be brought 2 
It may be obie&ed, the Art of Witth- serafe,being 


naturall, and the practice thereof fuftained by aa extraor-! 
dinary power; that therefore the meanes and wayes-of 


-_difcouerie mutt bee likewife more then 


pernaturall. 


Hereto is truely ‘that fince. the-nature and 


ower of Spirits is vnknowne. vnto man (as all things {u- 


_ pernaturall ) and can bee, and is no otherwife knowne; but 


by examining the workes iffuing from thence, and compa- 
ring them aright with that which is natural} ( becaufe man 
in his Reafon and vnderftanding cannot difcernethat which 
is truely tranfcending his Nature,otherwifethen obferuing 
how farre it exceedeth that which 1s according to Nature:) 
therefore (I fay ) the workes of the Diuell, or Witches, 
though fuftained and produced by a {upernaturall power, 


‘yet can have no other'way for their deteGion by man, but 


that which is ordinary vnto map, ‘and naturalland poflible 


ynto man; for that which is aboue or beyond his power, or 
Nature, is not hisowne.’ From hence muft neceflarily be 


concluded , that there is no other ordinary way ynto man 


(who knoweth or cdn know. nothing but thatis naturall } 
vnto' the difcouerie of that.is fapernaturall,: but that way - 
‘which is likewife naturall. Although therefore: the fub-- 


icct of Witch-craft require a greater meafure of know- 


ledge to difcerne that which: istherein really, and truely. 


fupernaturall , from that which in nature oft-times hatha 


very great liketreffe #hd: aideceiueable; fimilitud¢ there- 
‘with : yet is the’ way vnto that knowledge,: the common 


high way which conduGeth: all other knowledge 
| Whatlocucr. that this is the fame way: 
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3 Scripture it felfe doethintend, forthe dif — 
 @ouery of witches, and their fencenfing is manifelt. Num. 
Deutz 19.1 5< Afatth. 18.16, John 8.19. 
3.1, Inthefenamed. places itis 
4, required, thatnoman bee iudged in matter of weight, or 
death, burby the teftimony of twowitneffes, at the leaft. 4 
Witch-craft therefore being amatter,bothofweight,and 
death, cannot according ‘vnto Gods word, bee indged but 
tetimony of witrieffes: whatfoener is witnefled , muft 
neceflarily bee fubie& tofenfe , fince no man can witneffe 
ought, whereof there isnot fenfe. From hence then it is 
ineuitably concluded, that the workes of Witches, are no 
other way tobee difterned, or indged, but by the common 
way of dilcouery, by deedes,and workes apparent to fenfe, 
and the teftimony thereof. Let men then bee perfwa- 
ded and contented (fince God hath alotted, and allowed 
vito the nature and power of man no other way) in this 
onely wattanted true way to feeke thedifcouery, to finde 
the: footing, ‘path,-:and fteppings of Witch-craft, as 
ofall orhet things, which by the Decree of God are reuca- 
ded vnto man, and fubic&:vnto the knowledge of man. 
It may bee here demanded, whether Almighty God doth 
hot extraordinarily, and miraculoufly at fome time difco- 
uerthis fo'abominable ‘fine of Witch-craft, afwell as by 
ordinary meanes feaue it vnto difconerie ? This dovbt 
~Fthallmore fitly in more due place be hereafter at large dif- 
courfed. It hath now beene here manifefted,that there.is or 
‘can bee no‘other ‘ordinary:tryail of Witch-craft, then that 
whichis common vacoall other deteGions of tructh: and 
 alfothat all deteGions fubie& vnto the difcouerie of man 
((ashath beene before cleared ) are drawne and derived 
either from Senfe or Reafon or likely probability raifed 
~ Before] doe’ proceed farther, fer his mote facillvnder- 
. ‘ftanding, Reader; that hee diftinguifh, | 
°whatis meant by the fypernaturall workes ; namely, what- 
foeder is cffeed; in, ypon, or by. any corporall fubfances, 
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or fublunarie bodies,wh 
of thofe bodies, or fublungrie (obftances. They are not fue, 
pernaturall, in regard of thofefpizituall fnbftances, which, 


ich is aboue the natur 


are the proper agents; and vnto whonfuch workes,, are. 
no more then naturall ; butin regard of thofe bodily fub- 


ftances, vpon which, in which, or by which, thofe {pirituall 
fubftances doe worke, as meerely theie. patients, and be: 


ing in themfelues, or owne' nature depriued, of any, fuch 


polsibilitie. 


the Workes of Witches and Diels. 


B Efore wee proceed further to treate concerning mat- 


ter of Witch-craft, according to the former waies of 
difconery and inueftigation : it will be needfult to di. 


-ftinguith who is the true Author , canfe , and immediate 
workman of the fupernaturall workes which by Sorcery 


and Witch.-craft are compafied or brought to pafle. 
All\created fubftances indowed with powers and vertue 
from God their Creator , are either bodily , or corporall 


-_fudftances, or fpirituall , or mixt and betweene both. 


Bodily and corporal! fubftances are the heauens, the ce. 


- leftiall bodies of the Starres, of the Sunne, of the Moone; 


the bodies ef theelements , and all elementarie fubltances 
from them deriued and compofed. 

_ Spirituall fubftances are either Angels , or Diuels, or 
foules of men after death, feparated from their bodies. 


Mixed fubftances, partly Spiritnall, partly bodily, are _ 


mankinde compounded of a naturall body, and vnder- 


_ ftanding foule. 


_ Hence it commeth tapaffe, that man by his vnderftan- 


ding Spirit doth together with Angels, Spirits, and Dinels, 


participate and vnderftand many things ; as the Scripture 
revealed; the Hiftory and Creation of the whole world 


truths of God the grounds of Reafon ; the Pring 
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But for that this virderftanding Sonleis depreffed, 
atid imprifoned in this life by the body, by the paffions, dif 
éafes, and manifold incumbrances thereof, and cannot ex. 


tend or inlarge it felfe further vnto any portionofknow~ 


ledge, then thorewthe narrow’ windowes, clofures, parts 
and organs of the body :- ‘therefore muft neceffarily the 
knowledge of man be much inferiour vnto that meafure 
of knowledge, which Spirits, being of amore fubtill ef. 
fence, and free from the burden and incumbrance of an 
earthly tabernacle or prifon, doe in a more large extent in- 


yond the power and nature of man : fo may be faid from 


the fame reafon of thedifference of the workesof {pirits 


fare inlarging’and extending their vertue and power, be- 
yondthepowerandforceofmen, 
The workes of men, are confined within the power 


and nature of thefe fublunarie bodies, vnto which they are 


. 


The workes of Spirits are limited to nocorporall fib- 


{tance or body 5 but {pac ioufly compafle the whole and voi. 


verfall body of the foblunary or inferiour world (asthe 
Diuell doth witncfle of himfelfe, Job 1, verfe 7.) and are 


not tied vnto any particular place,but rulegenerally therin, 
and in all places by the permiflion of God, as is evident, 


Eph. 2. ver. 2, where the Diuell is called the Prince thar 


_tuleth inthe ayre , the Spirit that now worketh inthe 


children of difebedience : and’ likewife , Ephef. 6. 


verfe.1z. whete he is called the Prince of darknefle of this 


world. 


Brom thefé viidoubted gronnds, jt is neceffar ily inferred, 
that both all knowledge exceeding the knowledge ofman, 
tanft needs iffue from the knowledge of Spirits, and‘alfo 


‘that al workes “exceeding ahd tranfcendenty abdvethe 
wet and Hatute of corpordll fabRances; neteMarily 


y general rules and obferuations, and: 
_dnfinice particular obteGts of maby'things paft, prefent,and’ 


As is (aid of the differ ence of knowledge-in Spirits, be- 
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‘warkes proceede from: the fame -nature, fubltance, .and 
appeare-by Ahe can 


Seraphin fent vato //aiah the 6.Chapter,verfe 6, and as were celi mali, per 
borne, ot as,were:the Angels. which were fent. 


our, bleffed, Saviour) one. of ones,s For 


Cfaith the Apoftle,, (peaking of. Angels) ent forth: to mini- 


| certainly confirmed, Pfal, ver fe 20.Pravle yethe Lor 


workes. of goed ‘Spirits fall bekniowne: 4 
fromthe workes of eyill both their 


(pirituall eflence common: vnto.them both. This thall a 
eration of the: and we 
good: Spinies expres 


holy ‘Scripture and 
perties, befides which alt other are neceflarily euill, 
therefore ‘diuels; like vnto-whom likewife.,. by 
fequent muftbe their, workes, the one reciprocally, * Angeli be | 
coucting theother..All good Spitits are either, Augelsand, 907 
Meffengers of God, pecially ove with his.holy embaflage, com 
to {peciall holy men, for {peciall holy oration. Ane 


the Angels vnto the Shepheards,, whes our Sautour.wasmaliiam ob 


Patriarches ofolde or elstutelar Angels, ordinarily Magift 
manded to guide, prate&, and defend the Ele& and chofen Sentdift.7. 
children of God, -as is manifeft both by the.teftimony, of ib,a. 
our Sauiour, Math. 18. See.that you delpile vot, 


{ay voto you, that in heaven their Angels alway behaldthe 
faceof my Father, swhich is in hheauens And by that Test al... 


{ter for their fakess who fhalhbe heires of Gluation?, Befide sale ox 
thefe orders of good aud holy Spirits ,acither hath th¢ holy. bola 
Scriptures neither bath the lightofrea(on, ot narute, 


feruation,knowne or difeoue 


All the workes likewife andemployments of thel¢ good, 


Spirits,are all and ever obferued go,be like 


d, freely ferning and miniftring the 
cnowne. and vadonbted. pleafore. Of Almighty, (soc as "OF 


(faith the Plalmift).ye his Angels that excell in POW 
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tending the exeeurion of his 
paificile iM; and thirdly, aré'nét: in One of the foure firft 
Dei of Spirics, they are 
acopeflune aft and ly: tobe workes'of 
if His 3: Book’ Frinitardy. robting 
Is; én and {titre vp: godly a 
“Now Fob diftin® and Ait vnto thd 
‘of thefe fufpected workes of diuelsjitis very pros 
neceffaty’and pertinent thar we confidertheir 
alts The kinde is of fuch fopermaturalt 
| orkes as'aré done’ by the ditiell (Glely and finiplyzo: his 
ends orvie,without any reference or refpec toany 
a contra or The fecond kinde is offuch 
workes;as are done witha or'reference 
male- vit (eine or copenant’ with mani: Inthe firftthe 
feiumn & mer- neliis olely’* an ‘Agent’ for ‘himlelfe, without the con- 
Diaboli fent Orknowledge of man. In thefecond »thefupernaturall: 


6: 


| pees a aad tranfcendent workes are truly, eflentially; and immedi. 
is Bxplicat.in ately “from the diucls, alfo-(becaule out’ of the reach or 
alud.5. power “of any’ conimand: of man fimply) yet therein man 

fiat ma le- hath'a property and interef by couenait and-contra@;and 
pecium hac deriuation thereof: from the divell ; ‘which is truely and. 


aah folely Sorcerie , and Witch-craft : : for fince’ fupernaturall 


workes areonely proper: tod Spirit, and aboue the nature 
Diaboli and ‘power of , they cantor traely atid properly bee 
porettas, eftceme his therefore itis the fiupernaturall work 
| it felfe; bat ‘mafis contra and: combination therein with 


confenti- the divell his‘ confent 2 and Allowance thereof, thatdoth 
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‘traGter with the diuell. Now let vs proceed to confider how 6 
ghefe fapernaturall workes in the former feuerall kinds are 


_ not the Duuell feene to rend and teare the bodies of menby 6. 
_ him poffeffed, in an extraordinary and fupernaturall manner 


in I intreat he Readerto vnderftand fupernaturall workes 
(fince nothing created can fo be )buc refpectiuely aboue: na- 


fupernaturall workes of the divell manifeft to fenfe, 


which the diuell * brought-done from heauen info miracu- 


ninth 2? Was not the very voice of a Spirit heard and diftin- 
guifhed , when the diuell in fo fearefull and merueilous 
manner cryed out inthe poffefled, AZath. 8. Afarkis.Luke 
8? Did noc the people behold the miraculous force of the 


or may be dete&ted, fome by Reafon, fome by Senfes where- ae 


uis conee 
dicillud fa 
or aés not as ablolutely or finply aboue nature in generall per caufas 


ture or in re(pe@ of this or that particular nature. Pro 

workes of the Diwell by bimfelfe, folely wrought withont 
the affociation of man, | 


Binsfeldiu | 


net defticuteofcatie proofe, that thére are many 


wherein man doth not participate in knowledge,contra& 
or confent with him. Did not the Dinellinthe-body ofa 
Serpent miraculovfly * reafon, difpute, fpeake and confetre « Inftrumes 
with Es, Gen.3 ? Was not his{peach and voice vndoubted- rum diaboli 
ly, manifeltly, perceptibly, and truly heard, and founding in Serpens. T 


_hereares ? There then was no manas yet borne that could 


combine with the diuell in this fupernaturall warke, or chat ha ent ] 


could then be found a Witch, Likewife, was not the Diuels ipeake. ie 
catriage of the body of our Saviour, and fetting it vpon a a true Serg 
pinacle of the Temple,manifeft to the eye? Was not the fire Dot thade 
The diuell 
lous manner, and in foextraordinary power todeuoufefo 
many thoufands of Jobs fheepe,truly vifible ? The Mefferiger the Angel 1m 
efcaping tobring the tydings doth witnefleit. Was not the the Affe. | 
power of the diuell feene at fuch time , as in the Gofpell D' Wille. 
he carried whole herds of {wine headlong into the Sea? Was * Tub. 1.vete 


and fort, Adarke the firft, Luke 4. Afuth.17. Markethe  « 


dinell 


3 
« 
RE, 
é 
t 
ey 
| 
. 
2 
| 
oy 
| 
| 
abs 
a 
reed 
> 
bys 
7 
| 
2 
| 
4 
; 
a 
| | 
* 


thepoffetfed intothe middeft of them, Luk. 
23 Did northe people heare& beholda foule Spiric 
theipofleffed, Zarke 1. 24,25, 265,26? ‘All thefe were 
\workes fapertararall of the dinell, and manifeftto outward 
fenfeig:yet no mention, no fulpicion, ‘no reafon of merition, 
|... -orfafpicion ofa Witch or Sorcerers wherein therefore the 
diuell alone was fole Agent. But it may be obieéted, that 
thefe examples out of the ‘holy ‘Scriptures are recorded as 
things fpecially feene,or noted infome{peciallages. Sctimes, 
which after-times & other ages doe not, or cannot.affoord, 
~~ Thecontrary is manifeft by the faithfull hiftories and true 


-reports of Ethnicke writers, who liuing-in diflantiages@o 
“not: differ in the true confent and:harmony ofthe fame 
port, concerning the famethings, as they hauefucceeded in 


their feuerallages. It is notincredible,but certainevnto any 
Reader} what diversauthors ofapprooued faith 
anderedit; iofeucrallages hauewritten:: ‘howthedivell nor 
Onely outofthe bodiesiand feucrall parts,*apartofithe be- 
fieafunt per dies. Ofmen haue vttered words , and{poken withthe voice . 
of:men, euen asinthe Gofpellihe didout of the poflefled; 
Mortiz- ontof trees, caucs of eatth,images and flatues. The 
is: evident by the generall report from one fucceeding 
Diodoro. age yntoanother,concerning the Pythons Pythontes 
WF and the like. The fecond was never:hid many 
for many. ages long before the birth of 
.gurbleffed Saviour, as is apparent by the famous Oracle of 
the Oake of Dodona, the Statue of Memon, Petrus. 
Gregorius T helofanus, in his Syntagma reciteth this 
piftoty concerning cettaine ftatues at Alexandrsa, that they 
did fall voto the ground fadainly,and'with an audible voice 
_deciared the death of AZaurécins the Enperour, ‘cuenat: the 
fame moment and poincof time when he wasthen flaine 
Diuell doth thew himfelfe by voices and founds 
strees, caucs; {tatues; and the'like: fo doth he:in diuers'other 


outward fhapesand formes of other'creatures. 


Thus 
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| fhape of a Serpent -aforefaid.. Of his appearance in diners 


Philéfophers differ or doubt herein. Aviftetle in his 


phyfickeshath thele words, sofa rim nal 


is, fubftances are called fimple bodies, as water, earth, fire 
~ andthe like, and things compounded thereof, as Ituing 
creatures and {pirits : which is fo farre forth to be vnder- 
ftood of {pirits, asthey were in-aflumed fhapes vifible._ 


Orpheus doth number fixe kinds of thefe vifible divels or | 


fpirits, Aciporas Spring xa} cupius, xal pus nab nal 
That is, Spirits inhabiting the heavenly regions, Spi- 
rits ruling in the ayre, inthe water, in the frre, in the earth, 
and voderthe earth. TheSpirits in the Aire Plete faith,are 
prefidents of diuination., of miracles, and of Chaldatke 
Magicke. The Spirits in the earth,and vnder theearth are 
as appéare in the fhape of Dogges.; and Goates, 
and the like, moouing men vnrto foule and vnlawfulllnfts 
as Janus focobus Boiffardus in his trattate de Magia ce 
genijs doth teftific. The fame Authour vntothis purpofe 

citeth Saine libs 2. Super Genefim ad literam, 
confirming that Spirits doe vie the helpe of Aerie bodies or 
fubftances thar they may appeare vnto men. Vnto this 
-nion ofthe apparitions of Spirits variety of ftory likewife 
doth bring forth faith and credit. 1 will not mention the 


apparition which happened vnto Athenodorus the Philo- 


fopher reported by ‘Phny, nor Brutus his*Gemins after the 
death of Julius Cafar, appearing and {peaking vnto him, 
nor thofe reprefentations, which inthe fhape of men ap- 


_~ peared vnto Lucius Domitius , returning toward Rome as 


Suetonius reporteth , adding for confirmation of truth in 
the Hiftorie; that the apparition touching his beard, it in- 
ftantly changed from the former perfeé& blacke vnto a 
liuely yellow, andthereupon he was afterward firnamed 
Ocnobarbus. 1 will not farther cite ancient times herem. 

Let-vs come vnto later writers. It 
y 


\ 
a> 
| 
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y lobnde Serres the French Chronicler , that the late te- 


2 


2 


K. of France, Henry the 4. being in hisbunting 


fports, a Diuellor Spirit prefented vnto the Kings cares. 
and his whole company , 2 great cry of hounds, and win-. 
ding of hornes. The King commanded Count Soiffons to 
who. it was, wondering who durft interrupt his 
game. Toe Earle ftill iffuing forward toward the noife, - 
{till heard it, but feemed nothing neerer wnto it, though 
defiringto come neereft vntoit. Atlengthabigge blacke 


_ man prefented himfelfe in the thickeftof the buthes , and 
{peaking vnto the Earle fome few words, fudainly va- 


nifhed, ? 
_ There could be no decéit in fo many,eares and witnefies, 
nor can the obiection of a meere imagination ftand vncon- 
trouled of the iuft reproofe of want of witand good man- 


‘ners, indoubt ordeniallof fo faire and fo well aduifed due 


teftimonies; | Si 
Matter Fox, inthe life of Luther, doth relate 
the apparition and conference of the Diuvell with a yong 
man 3 who vpon contracts agreed betweene the Diuell and 
himfelfe, delinered vnto the Diuell his bond for conditio- 
ned performances. | | 


Speede in his Chronicle and relation of the paffage of 


affaires, within the time of Henrythe 4. doth make 
_ mention of the apparition cf the Diuellin thehabiteof a 


eMinorste Fryer at Danbury Church in Effex, with fuch 


thundring , lightning , tempefts, and fire-bals, that the 


vault of the Church brake,-and halfe the Chancell was car- 

I will aot further recite infinite Hiftories and Reports, _ 
which may feeme to depend vpon the obfcure’ or doubted 


credit of fuperftitious {a@ions, or partiall Authors , but of 


fuch onely asby the commoncopfent of times.and general 


voice of all Writers,exa@ credit and eftecme. 


iiv 


In this kinde what a, multitude of Examples doth the 


whole current and treame ofall Writers of all ages afford? 
Who almoft that readeth any ancient clalsicall Author, can 
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auoide 
pide the comm 
defarts, of riuers, of fj of the mountaines othe Plata 
felues vntomen and prings, and the like, © Of nem an 
times in anol and people, fometimes i e, offering th So deta 
ane em. mide de vi 
ther 3 requiti mes in one thape, vit 
one in one manne ing worthip; ceremo pe: 1ome- us & potelt 
mired workes of r, fomein another; doi nies and rites; atibus Here 
t-times,fometi 3 ing ftrange and ad um, quos,L 
pe ple; fometime times ple - tini Le 
‘Here vpon smenacing antly encountring ‘De 
em, according tot varietic ofnames 
geftures, and place ng to the feuerall man names 
is word, and: s. All Chriftian atyrs , terra,& fi 
Spirit ft needs affure themfe! y beleeue one onely t 
and Diuels. * elues that all thefe we 
hiftories, and That fuch were 
confirme. That the with 6 Vide Plato- 
iliarly by -the be were manifeftly feene, k rfall confent nem 4.de legi 
cannot bee dente fenfés difcerned q fam. Quos ib 
manners. afl , by the {euerall delcri inguithed , lato promit 
is briefely anoidi s appellat, 
tude of uoiding the tedioufneffe of th Latini hisne 
men by particular. ¢xan fe of the multt- minibus 
[have by vndoub mples giuen by pri 
toagesand fuccefl ubted and yncontrouled 
to another manif ions of continued hiftori 
hath apparent! how among the Fauni Syl 
without the ered himfele ve hen,the Diuel] abi 
was likewile bef iation of a WitchorS utward fenfe , Dufii Deme 
Scripture. In ore prooued by inftanc orcerer : Which ay 
ts. nge _Diabolus,D 
Godin thereby to make of God vnto his =™ulus qu 
and vnbeleeuing hear ¢ like or equal ynto 
in anim 
lib 
nftir, cap. 8s 
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done the Dinel, with unto Courant with 
Man. 


J T now followeth to giue of fach 
workes ag are offered by the Diuell, wherein man hath 
an intereft and propertie by contraG with the Diuel; as 
alfo to thew that thefe workes are manifeft 1n like manner 
voto the outward fenfe.. Vito. this proofeovt.of holy 
-Seripture, behold the Witchef Endor. Did not Sani con- 
tract with her, and the promife vnto Saul tobring vp Sam. 
him ? Did not Saul {ee the vifion raifed by her, or 
at leaft fpeake thereto, and receive anlwer there-from, I. 
Sam.28. 82 were. not then his eyes and cares (thole two 
| outward fenfes) certaine witnefles of herSorceric? Behold 
at alfo the Sorcerers of Egypt. Did not Pharaoh (ce and view 
' with his eyes thofe great and mighty Sorceries,water turn- 
intoblood, rods into Serpents, Frogges eauled to ue 
ut vpon the faceof theearth ? | 
- And asthe holy Scripture doth afford vsthele examples, 
- . » fo are the hiftories of all ages, people , and countries, 
“fraught with the like as manifeft to fenfe as ‘thele, and asap. 
parently derecting and paming; out the Sorcerer. and Sore 
ery. 
reporteth, in thofe ancient dayes of Rome, that the 
Romane Claudia,a veftall Virgin, did thew her (elfe in act, 
able alone with eale and facilitie to draw a mighty fhipby a 
line or girdle, which was inthe weight and greatnefle 
vnmoueable, againft. the force and power-of many ftrong 


men, aflifted by the ftrength of cattell accuftomed to draw 
mighty and heauy burdens. Thatthis was an ac fuperna- 
turall, and aboue, and beyond any naturall vertue or force | 
in her Nature, is madneffe todoubr. That in this fupernatu- 
~ ralla&alfo, fhe had a propertie by her allowance and like- | 


“ex “ 
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_ @ither in nature, or in Gods word, or by any ordinance of 


| i by hee voluntarie adtion of vnder- 
ng ‘and drawing whocan make doubt Theat was _ 
fupernaturall, and aboue her power and nature: hergood — 
_. will, allowance, and voluntary putting the a@ in practice, 
_ did proue her confent,if not contra& jwith that power and 
nature fuperiour vnto her owne,which is wndoubtedly,Sor- 
cery, and Witch-craft. To this purpofe, faith Bin:fieldin, 
Explicat. is pralud. 5. Requiritar in maleficio bomints Ubera 
valuntas quam Diabolus non potest cogere, (ed perfuader€tap. 
tum antterrere. Thatis,in Witch-craft neceflarily the Wil}; 
- orconfent of man, muft concurre with the Diuels role 
for the'Diuell cannot force, or compell the will of mats, « 
but perfwadeth it onely, or affrighteth it. And againe hee | 
faith, that whofocuer doeth pretend ‘to doe thofe things, 
which are aboue the power, and reachof man, by any-na- 
turall caufes, which caufes are allowed no fuch effe&s) . 


of his Church, that man doeth clofely, or tacitly i inuocate 
the Diuell. ‘Duaries Cinquis ) quis contendit Mud facere, per 
Canfas naturales, qua nec virtute {ua naturali, nequeesx 
aut Ecclefiaftica ‘poffune shud facere,T acite in ‘vocatur Dieiwon 
>» Tuecia alfo a veftall Virgin , is reported by mumbling 
of a certaine prayer, to keepe water withina fiue, or arid- - 
dle, as witneffeth not onely Pliny, but eueh Tertuliian, - ; 
9 Camerarins maketh mention of a maa, who armed De 
onely with ‘certaine charmes, would vndertake to receiue generibus. 
vpon his body, without — OuaeCs, or fhot out of the pag. 118. __ 
fiery Cannon. | 
He maketh alfo mention of another, who would vnder- 
take to lay his hand vpon the mouth of the like infrument, 
the fite was alreadie given, and thereby caule 
thé flame appearing in the | mouth thereof , P together with 
the fhot there,toftay.. ~ 
like is reported by. Lavina Boiffardns, con=- 

‘Germane Count in his booke de Dininatione 
relate vpon good record, that Decins Aftivs the 


was able to roepott vhto Tarquinine the Romane’ King, 
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very particular which he hig 


Ic is written of the Prophe- 
teffes of Diana in Caftabala, atowne of Cilia, that they 


would walke vivally ,& voluntarily with naked & bare feet, © 
ypon hot burning coales, without any hort, or alteration 
by thefire. It is recorded concerning ‘Pythagoras, that hee 
would’by certaine fecret words, compella feeding Oxe, 
Bullocke, or the like, immediately to ftand ftill, and for- 


beare his meat. Others report of him,that he would com: 


mand wild bea{ts, and Birds, Beares, and Eagles, to come 


him, to grow tame, to follow him. Icis credibly re= 


ported of the fame Pythagoras, that hee was at once by fe. 


Foe at parties feene, in the very fame point of time, both in 


the Citic of Thurinm, and the towne of Aetapontum. — 
eA pollenins likewife was tranflated, as it were, in 


_ twinkling of an eye, or in the {pace of aword (peaking | 


from Smyrna, vnto Ephefus, as fome Hiftorics report. That 
the power by which thefe things were done,was more.then 


humane, no Reafon can doubt. That alfo the voluntary 


acceffton of thefe mens difpofing , or apting themfelucs 
ynto thefe workes , doeth prooue their confent, and by | 
confent in confequence of reafon , focietie with a Spirit, 


~whocandeubt? And for this caufe, Binsfieldine termeth 


a tacit contra&, asisaforefaid. 

But here by the way, is iuft occafion offered voto a 
queftion ; namely, whether a Spirit or Diuel] can caufe or 
bring to paffe, that the fame true body at once may bee re- 
ally intwo diftant places, as it (eemeth by this hiftory of 

“The anfwere hereto muft needes in reafon bee negatiue 5 
becaufe it is impoffible in nature, and inthe ordinary vn- 
changeable courfe of all things by God created, that one 
indiyiduall and continued fabitance, or entire thing fhould 
be wholly dinided from it felfe, and yet be it felfe, or pofit- 
bly betwice, or bee intwo. places, and. yet bee but one and 
felfefamething. 

ie muft therefore rather here thinke that the diuelti isa 


Anggler, 
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Tugeler , prefenting the liucly thape and pourtraigure of 
Pythagoras in one place,and thereto haply by his fupernatu- 
rall power, adding a counterfait liuclihood of fpeéch and 
A | gefture, while the true fubftance is certainely and truly een 
another piace. That chefe like pra&ifes are viuall with 
the diuell, is apparent in many other kinds befide. Did hee 
not vndertake, Afath. 4. verfe 8. vnto wifdome it felfe our 
bleffed Sauiour, to fhew vnto him all the Kingdomes of the 2 
-_earth,2 thing 0 farre out of his reach and compaffe,but on- i 
dy by alyiog and tugling vifton ? Ifthis he doeth vnto the 
Sonne of God, how thall the filly fonnes of finfullmen cL 


cape ? Ie is written by fome Authors, that the divell hath. 
perfwaded fome foolifh Sorcerers and Witches, that hee wy 
hath changed their bodies and fubftances, into Catts,Affes, 
Birds, and other creatures, which * really and indeed with- * Transfor=” 
 outillufion (if it be not prefumption to reafon with the matienes “in 
Diuell) is impoflible vnto him to doe. For there canbee no GMOS Fi 
reall or true matamorphofing of one fubftance or nature in- per. 
~ to another, but either by creation or generation. The one preftigias | 
isthe fole immediate hand of God, communicable tono ¢t "on fe= 
“creature (becaufe there cannot be two Creators) the other liter Sune. 5 


Isnaturall, the fingereworke and power of God in nature 


and proper to the nature of liuing animate creatures, not cap,18, - 
 Againe, creation is the worke of an infinite power, and , , 


therefore of God alone, becaufe there can bebut one Infi- pon eft nifii 


nite, whofe nature containing all things, and contained of tempore idg 
‘nothing, can admit no equall, no fecond, no other. Fhe Di- 4pparata ma 


-uell then cannot create. That likewife he cannot caule thefe "18 Per ant 


‘tranfmutations by generation, is as plaine and eviderit, be- 
caufe a true and reall generation hath many precedent quam Grzei 
* alterations, and by little and little in fpace of time grow- 
“eth vnto the perfeGion of that kinde, vnto which it doth Ciera 7 
tend or is begotten but thefe feming tranfmutationsby maluecrunt 
‘the Diuell of the fubftances of Men into Cattes, and the cémutati- 
like, are fwift and fodaine', ina moment, and without pre- 
F 2 parations cic ¢, (e814. 


paration are 10 true; bat and 
Here may be againe obiefted, that the Divell is able to 
workeaboue the power of Natu resand therefore befide and 
aboue the naturall courfe of generation, bee is able tomake 
-thefeveall ranfmutations. It is anfwered, thongh the diuell 
indeed, asa Spirit, may doe, and doth many things aboue 
and beyond the courfe of fome particular natures : yet doth 
heenot, nor is ableto rule or command ouer generall Na- 
ure, or infringe or alter her: inuiolable decrees inthe per- 
, petuall and neuer-interrupted order of all generations; — 
| +g neither is he generally Mafter of vniverfal} Nature , bur 
| - /. Nature Mafter and Commaunder ofhin. For Natureis 
nothing els but. che ordinary * power of God in all things 
rdinaria Dei Created, among which the Divell being a creature, is con- 
eftas, tained, andtherefore fubic& tothat vuiuerfallpower. 
For this caufe, alchough aboue the power of our parti- 
cular nature, the Diuell as a Spirit doth things, whic 
_ inrefpe of our nature, are fupernatorall; yet in refpect of 
,.... thepower of Nature in vniuerfall, they arebut naturall 
* + » ynto himfelfe and other Spirits, who alfo are a kinde of 
am creature contained within the generall nature of things 
created : Oppofite therefore, contrarie, again{t or aboue 
: ie em the generall * power of Nature, he can doe nothing; 
Therefore, toconclud this point, he cannot be able tocom- 
| ee maund or compaffe any generation aboue the power of 
Nature, whofe power is more vniuerfall and greater then 
his. We will then hence conclude, that aboue and beyond 
the vniuerfall Nature and courfe of al] generation, hee can- 
mot makea true. tranfmutation of the fubftance of any one: 
_ €xeatureinto.another. 
Tt was before prooued, chat itis impoffible him to 
 doeit by creation. It is here manifeft, that he cannot doe 
_ by any courle of true generation. Therecan be no real tranf. 
- ‘mutation of one fubftance into another, without eithera 
or generation. Wee will therefore conclude 


4 


| 
| 
4 
& 
i 
] 
a 
? 4 
| 
| 
x 
| 
| 
| 


the. of Saint de, Cimitate. Des, 8- 
18. rcant, fea tenes; 


Nee fane Damones naturas 
Deo creata funt, sommutant, ut. yigrantur que | 
that is,dinels cannog create any paturc or{ubltancey bur in 
> 
juggling thew. or feeming onely.,whergby with thad- 
dowes and-outward induced thapes coucring; tholethings 
which are created of God, by: thefe :commutations they 
caufe them to feemethat which they.are not indeed, 
_ Concerning other manifett iugglings and illufions ofth 
Diuell, diners authors haue giyen diuers examples, but.tha 
whichaboue all thereftdothmof palpably dete himhere- 
in,is a hiftory related by Jeannes Portainhis{econ¢ 
booke De Afagia xaturalis He there witneficth, thatvypop 
the Diuels fuggeftion, a Witch beleeued ficmely, and pers 
fwaded her felfe that allthe night the had sid.in. theyre, 
Quer, diuers great Mountaines, and met inconnenticles of 
‘other Sorcerefles 3, when the fame night the mentioned 
Authour himfelfe, with others,had watchedand {eene her, 
all that imagined.time of her.tranfue@ion.in.theayre, to 
be withio her chamber. profoundly fleeping yea, had {mit- 
tenher, made-herficth blue with ftrokes and pale 
wakeher, nor perfwade, her aftcfward,.whenfheewasa 
waked that they ,had vfed her,.or at allhad eitherfeene » 
er, beheld her. Thus prevalent was the iuggling power of 
Auptine de Ciusate: Dei,ib.18. doth deliver an Hi. 
ftory concerning the father of one, Pre/fantins wholy ing in 
adeep traunce fo profoundly that no meanes could awake 
him, did dreame (as when he awaked he did report) chae 
hee was transformed into an Affe , and carried baggesor 
burdens of corne into acampe of Souldiers, At the fame 
time, in, the fame manner, {iach a like Affe ashee 10 dreame - 
— Imagined hinfelfe did bring fuch burdens into:the fame 
_ From thefe examples may bee iuftly drawne a plaine de- 
 monftration of the Diuels palpable iuggling and illufion , 
which alfo may ferue for confirmation, together. with the 
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ito ny former anfwer concerning 


reafons before annexedy 


‘the Divels eeming, “or deceitfull prefencation of the reall 


body'of Pythagoras in two diftant places at oftce,in the fame 


_ pointoftime. And from all thefe conioined and conferred, 


may be truely inferred and cofle&téd, that che Diuell as hee 
doth maiy fiperriaturallworkes really, fo he doth many o- 
thét by illufion and beguiling the imagination. 
Thefe his iugelings notwith{tanding are things alfofu- 
andtricks onely pofsible co Spirits and impof- 
fible’ to man: For it is impofsible'to man to frame (o liuely 


afeeming’ prefence of man in one place, that it thall not bee 
-difcerned otherwife then the very fame true prefence & real 


fubfance which is really in another place,as alfo to faften 
fuch dreames as were before mentioned, vpon men,and ac- 
cording’ to'thofe dreatnes to éaufe the things dreamed , by 


and’ teftimony of other beholders, to bee 


brouphit to pafie in lively likeneffe and fimilitude,as can- 
not Bee-difcerned and difcouered otherwife then the very 
fame that they-wete-in dréame likewife beleeued. | 


From hetice ‘it 'doth follow very nieceffarily, that 


what fosver thall_vndértake: thefefupernaturall ivg- 
lings, which are onely pofsible in the power of Spirits,& of 
the Diuell alone’; - is thereby astruely conuinced to bee a 
Witch or Sorceter, as he that vndertaketh any of the 
former reall fuperoaturall workes, or any otherof the like 
kindé, becanfe they are both ‘and all alike proper onely to 
the dinel!,dnd wherein man can hate no property or power 
but by and through him. ‘Let vs now then againe returne 
the  Diuels reall {uperriaturnall performances and 
workes, vnto Sorcerers, from whence by the way of anfwer 
vnto the former doubt, concerning Pythagoras his fuppofed 


realty of being at once in two plices,we haue hitherto one- 


written as a thing vfuall vnto many famous Magici-- 


Sorcerers’ and Witches, vnto the view and fight of fome 


~ 


of the dead, 
which Teemeth @thifig’ Vndotibted by the Witch of 
railing 
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this kinde thofe famous and‘ renowned Witthes 
dea and. Circe in old and ancient times arereported torex2 
cell, Hence among the Heathen:had 
fon ofthe name.and calling) 
vp, or raifing thedeadl Lowered 
_ Later times haué not been behinde former timesan the 
record of the like: but to adde reafon to inforeeithe truth of 
report herein; E:wilkanfwer may bee » 
made, ‘Whether in thefe apparitions there be onely :iiiufion 
and imagination’; or fome thing trucly and 'teally vifible - 
_ As touching the reall raifing of thedead, it isimpoflible. 
vito the limited power of the Diuell,either in the fubftance _ 
of body'orfoule; to reduce orbring the-dead back into this 
world, or life, or fenfe againe; becaufe in death, by the vn= 
changeable,and vnalterable decree of God in his holy, Writ, 
the body returneth into duft from whence it came, and the: 


_ Notwithftanding, finee the outward fhape and figure,an 7 


proportion of any fubftance, and net the fubftance iit felfe , 
or creature , is the true ard naturall obiect of the eyes. ac- 
cording to the Philojopher, who truely faith, Res non viden. . 
tur, fedrerum fpecies thatis , the fubftances or things 
theiifelues are not offered nor come vnto the fight, but ons 
ly their thape, and outward figure asalfo forthat com> 
mon fenfe and experience doeteach vs, that it'isa thing ab- 
furd, and impoflible’, that all.thofe bodiesand ivbftances:, 
whieh ‘in infinite nomber wee: dayly fee, and behold really 
and materially in their corporall fubftanees and dimenfions, 
fhould+be contained in the {wall body of the eye : for thefe 
. caufes (I fay) it is poffible according to reafon , that the 
Diuell in thefe fuppofed apparitions of the bedies and fub- — 
flances ofdead men, may ‘prefent-trve, ‘reali,and naturall 
obicéts , certaine and aflured vnto the eye and fight;:if hee 
can onely prefent thereto.che outward lively 
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before anniexed vito former anfwef,concerning 
“the Diuels (Ceming, “or deceitfull prefentation of the reall 

bodyiof Pythagoras in two diftatit places at ofice,in the fame 

pointofrime. And from ‘all thefe conioined and conferred, 

be truely inferred and ‘cofleGted, that thé Diuell ashee 

dott: tay really, fo lie doth many o- 
by illufion and beguiling the imagination. 


Thefe his iugelings notwithftanding are things alfofu- 
pernaturall; andtricks onely pofsible to Spirits and impof- 
_ Aible’to mati: For it is impofsible'to man to frame fo liuely 
 afeeming- prefence of man in one place, that it thall not bee 
difcerned otherwife chen the'very fame true prefence & real 
fabffance whichis really in another place,asalfo tofaften 
fuch dreames as were before mentioned, vpon men,and ac- 
_ COrding’to'thdle dréatnes to daufe the things dreamed , by 
the-witdelfe°and 'teftimbny of other beholders , to bee 
ughit to paffe in fo linely likeneffe and fimilitude,as cans 
bee-difcerned and dilcouered otherwife then the very 
fame that they-wete-in dréame likewife beleeued. 
“From hetice it'doth alfo follow véry neceflarily, that 
what man’ foduet vndertake' thefefupernaturall iug- 
lings, which are onely polsible in the powet of Spirits,& of 
the’Diuell alone’ - is thereby astruely conuinced to bee 
“ -‘Witely or Sorceter, as he that vndertaketh any ofthe 
former reall fupervaturall workes, or any otherof the like 
kinde, becaufe they both and all alike proper onely to 
the dittel!,dnd wherein man can hatie no property or power 
but by and through him. ‘Let vs now then againe returne 
voto the’ Diuels reall {uperriaturnall performances and 
_ wérkes; vnto Sorcerers, from whetice by the way of anfwer 
the former doubt, concérting Pythagoras his fuppoled 
realty of being at oncé in two places,we haue hitherto one- 
_Itis written as a thing vfuall vnto many famous Magici- 


Sorcerers’ dnd Witches,vnto the view and fight'of ome 


which feemeth Athif#’ Yndolibted by the Witch 
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Samuelthe Prophet tit Kis ig 
In this kinde thole renowned Witthes 
and. Circe in old and ancient titnes arexeported 
cell, Henceamong the Heathenshad 
Later times haué not been behinde former timesin the 


record of the like: but to adde reafon to inforeethe truth of 

report herein; E.wilkanfwer may bee 
made, Whether i in thefe apparitions therebeonelytiiufion 
and imagination’; or fome. thing tenely vifible 
vnto the outwardfenfe. 

_ As touching the reall raifing of thedead, itis impoffible 
ynto the limited power of the Diuell,cither inthe fubftance 
of body‘orfoule; to reduce orbring the:dead back into this 
world, or life; or fenfe againe; in death, bythe vn= 
changeable,and vnalterable decree of God in his holy, Writ, 
the body returneth into duft from whence: it and the: 
Soule to God whogaueit.. 

_Notwithftanding, finee the figure,and 
proportion of any fubftance, and not the fubftanceit felfe , f 
or creature , 1s the true and naturall obiect of the eye; ac- 

cording to the Philofopber, who truely faith, Res non viden. . 
fed rerum fpecies 5 that i is , the fubftances or things 
themifelues are not offered, nor come vuto the fight, but 
ly their thape, and outward figure , asalfo forthat coms 
mon fenfe and experience doeteach vs, that it'is a thing ab- 
furd, and impoflible’,, that all. thofe bodies and iubftances:, 
| swhich ‘i in infinite nomber wee dayly fee,and behold really 


and materially in their corporall fubftahees,anddimenfions, _ 


fhouldsbe contained in the {mall body oftheeye :forthefe 

caufes (I fay) it is poffible according toteafon , that the 

Diuell in. thefe fuppofed apparitions of the bodies and fub- 

ftances ofdead men, may ‘prefent true, 'realiand naturall 

obickts, certaine and afluredyntothe eye and fight; ifhee 

onely thereto.che outward liuely 
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.creatures and ‘fubftances , ‘from 
‘\éreatures them (eluieg: \€asisapparene 
other borrowed fubftance, feparated fronrtticir true; right 
atid properfabftaace}reprefent perfe Aly the true and 
» lythape of men; when they are not 
in favre:diftane plaves, but when 
oft-times thep fave many: yearesbebne {wallowed ofthe 
graves why-fhiould ic-be thought impoffible the Divell 
(who certainely is more then exquifite Apedtes excellent)to 
offer. and prefent vute theeye likewife any true thape what- 


the-ntue foape {as is notto be doubted) he 


atrué: and perfc& therefore rhat 


is truely and: manifeftto fenfe, although 
¢hand the motion thereof, without another vifible bo- 
fuftaine-it (being impoffibleynto thapes and pours 
traituresdrawne by ben) bethiogs fupernaturall,and true- 
(pieituall, whichrdoe therefore make 1 ita wernt proper 
ands thusit isapparent >that elie fiippofed apparitions 
the Dinelit dorb offer of: dead men,;may be efteemed 
and reckoned among,fiuch fepernatutall. workes of dinels 
and Sorcerers,as manifeftly are brought toonutward fenfe. 
Now :Jlet-vs _ kinds of the lame 
_workesofthe fame Authots. 
bediesof Soncerers &/Wittheshaue bin'really carriéd; and 
docallysrenqoued from oni place; intoianother by thedivell. 
Andoflater.times (4s Barthelomans de Spina doth wit- 
nefic): the inqnifitions. haue. condemned voto perpetuall 
detained: Witches,whoby their owhE 
and bthers proofe;habe the: Diueli beenstran& 
farre 
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ward it hath bin a tranell of may dayes, by their owne 


Hide 
evtall power to returne againe from whence they were mas 
It isathing hikewife written and vulgarly receiued, that 
_ Witches are oft-times {cene bodily to haunt places, fields , 
houfes, graues, 2nd fepulchers, in an vnufuall and otiracu, 
lous manner and wondred fathion. Thefe things, and.in§- 
pitemore, whether true orno, cannot be knewze, butte 
him that doth himfelfe behold, andcan-from his owne fight 
auouch them really true, and not imaginarie. .Toperforme 
fome manner of afportation, and locall tranflation of the 
_ bodies of Witches and Sorcerers, it feemeth in reafona 
thing whereunto the Diuell is net vnable. ae 
Firft, for that it appeareth within the power of a Spirit, 
by the hiftory of the Prophet Habacuc, whom the Angel ~ 
carried by the hayre of thehead, out of Judea into Babylon, 
‘The naturail faculties and properties of a Spirit, giuenin 
their creation , and by their effentiail formes vnited vnto 
them, the Diuell doth participate with all other Spirits. 
whatfoeuer, though in his fall from heauen, he loft their 
true happinefle and perfe& fruition in the face and fauour 
of God his Creator. hee 
Secondly, for that there are vndoubted examplesin holy 
Scripture, of che diuels power in the locall tranflation, not 
onely of bodies inaninate as fire, windes, tempefts, 
 houfes(as is apparent in the hiftory of Job) andof animate 
bodies alfo,or bodies of brute creatures(as is evident in the 
heards of (wine which he carried headlong tato the Sea)but 
likewife of the bodies of men, as is cleere inthe Gofpel, _ 
where it is faid, that the Diuell did caftthebodiesofthe - 
pofleffed into the middeft of the people. Ifthe Dinel could . 
caft, or carry their bodies the diftance there exprefied 
( whatfoeuer or how little fo. euer it was) it doth manifeftly 
prooue his power, in the locall motion of mens bodics,al- 
though the full extent of his power therein be not neceflari- 
(Concerning the our Saviour, and fet- 
| ting 
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vpona pinacle of the Temple, I will not vrge,but do 
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vpon my former reafons fufficiently and neceffari- 
ly, that the Dinell, where God himfelfe doth not-cotmter- 
matind, or prohibite him, hath power to difpofe and cranf- 
porrournaturall bodics. Iwillnot citea multitude of Au- 
_ thors herein, and: from them borrow needleffe examples. 
As fome may beetrue’; fo doe not beleencall, and very 
with trufted, where the proofe doth not mamifeltly 
Icondlude, that it is pofitble, that fometimes the fuper- 
naturall power of the Divell-:in this kinde,as in other before 
mentioned, may appeare vnto outward fenfe manifeft, end 
the Witch or Sorcerer be found a voluntarie with him.-And 
as is {aid of this kinde, fo may befaid of many more befides 
Concerning the.manifeft. fupernaturall workes done by 
Charaiers, who is ignorant'?:To emit the hiftorics of 
and: Circe thofe old famous Hags, ‘who werefeene by 
-charmes immediately to caufe graine to wither vpon the 
grounds the current of-watersto ftand ftul; the ftreame to 
runne backe againft the courfe, rempefts, raine, thunder, 
windes to rife and fall at their word and command, for an 
aflured teftimonie of the true and reall harmes which Char- 
mers manifeftly vnto outward view and fenfe did vnto the 
ancient world,is as yet extant fomany hundreths of yeares, 
the Law of the twelue Romane Tables, wherein.wasa De. 
cree and Statute’made'to preuent and reftraine the manifeft 
wrongs and iniuries of Charmers. lienas Segetes ne sncan- 
tato, faith the Law, Alicnas Segetes in-cantandone pellexeris, 
that is, Let no mancharme his neighbours graine. Let no 
man by charmes and incantations carry away or tranfport 
‘anothers eraitie. There are many: other true reportsand 
records of other wonderfull:works and fupernaturall feates, 
‘all alike offered vnto the outward fence : There inymeration 
‘or citation is not further need{ull. It is fufficient whatfo- 
or how many foeuer they be, that they are. workes 
pernaturall; that'they are manifeft to fenfe, that they ate 
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his guile therein, by voluntary prefenting himfelfe therein, 


the Diuell, and that che Witchor Sorcererdothmanifelt = 
by manifelt: vadertaking any part or office in the perfors 
- mance or by promifing, and according to promife caufing 
to. come to paffe.. The reafon is infallible. He that doth 
dertake voluntarily,doth prefent himfelfe and-doth promife 
and according to promife,caufeto be performed that which 
is.in anothers power... andimpoflible vnto himfelfe s.doth. 
thereby neceflarily ‘and vnaofwerably prooue himfelfe to 
have an incereft,a power, a contra& with that other, which 
for any may to haue with the Diuell,is fociety with Diuels, 
whichis Witch-craftand Sorcerie. 
_And thus hath beene declared, how the fupernatuall 
-workes of the Diuell and Sorcerers may.be manifeft tothe 
outward fenfe, and the true teftimony thereof. 
_An obicGion here may bemade, that many of the former 
workes may feeme manitetft to the fenfe, which indeed and ~ 
— truth.are deceits of the imagination and illafion,and there- 
fore therecan be no fuch certainty vnto the outward fenfe.: _ 
It is truely * anfwered, He that wanteth fomuch true 
judgement, as to diftinguifh when he doth feea certaine ogitied tad 
true obie& offered ynto his fight from without, and when fancied, eafil 
he is incountred onely witha refemblance thereof from difceracd 
within his fancie and imagination, js difeafedin body or 
minde,or-both,and therefore is no competent Indge or are realland 
neffe ip thefe or any other weighty affaires. For that isin true obie@s” 
health of body, .and in the outward organes and inftru. of the fenie, 
mentsof fenfe, and founda his reafon,iudgement,andvn- 
_ derftanding , though fometime the fogge and mift of de. 
_ ceiuedfenfe, or fancy, ouerfhadow the brightnefle of true © 
and vadeceiued reafon for a fhort time in him yet it-cannot 
fo.perpetually eclipfe it,but it wil recouer his light and true 
{plendor againe,and truth will fhine moreexcellentlyinthe « 
end out of that darkneffe. This is very lively {eene in the 
example of S. Peter. 12. verfe 10.12.who at firlt did 
thinke he had onely feene the Angell which God fent vnto 
him to deliuer him out of bonds, ina dreame or vifion : “ 
when 
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. when afterward he was come tohimfelfe, andhistruefenfe 
reafon, hee then perfeGily difcernedandknewthathe 
out of prrifon by an Angel of God. 

© mea‘coutd not certainly difcerne ‘beeweene that 
which they dot really fee, and that they falfely imagine in 

wifions, dreames and fancie; then were the life of manmoft 
milerable, there could be no certainty of truth, no excelling 
inknowledge or vnderftanding. All men fhould bea like vn- 

 gbletodiftinguith, whether we liue indreamesonely,orin 
i wakeful deed. But the certaine knowledge which God hath 
i vato mankinde in fo infinite kindes and meafures , 

doth.prooue the eminence of reafon and wnderftanding a. 

_ boue theiotangiements and deprefsion of fenfe and fancie. 

‘There remaineth as yet another doubr, whichis, how 
thofe things which before were mentioned to be fpiricuall — 


and fupernaturall can be fubie& im reafon vnto outward 
ZZ fenfe or be knowne thereby , howfoeuer by the former ex- _ 
4 amples, itdoth fo feeme. Ie is truethata Spirit andaSpi- 


rituall worke fimply in ic felfe in the owne nature and fub- 
_. ftance, cannot be feene by any bodily eyes, or be deprehen- 
ae Notwith{tanding, as they doe mixe themfelues with bo. 


Spiritus in- dily * fubftances, which are fubiecttofenfe, byaccident 
& 4 Spirits, and fpirieuall operations , are certainly tryed and 
difcouered even vnte fenfe. For how is it polsible thata 
con. Spitit fhould mixe it (elfe in corporal things , but-the dif- 
| crepantnaturechercof,, and mighty difference, muftpro- 
Ferncl |, duce and beget fome great apparent alteration, whichalte- 
Ab.Rer. cauf, ration being beyond the wonted nature of the one, doth 
pPePts: = prooue another fuperiour nature in the other? For illu- 
ag ftration hereof, let vsborrow aninftance from one of the 
forenamed manifeft Sorceries. Water isturned intoblood 
by a Spiritual! power. The eye doth manifeftly fee the 
water, andas apparently after {ee the blood , and is a true 
and yndeceined witnefie of both. Reafon and commoa 
| fenfé doe know the tranfmutation to proceede from an in- 
_uifible power, which appearing in vifible bodies, is by them 
apart 
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apart feene, and doth dete& an invifible Author, beeaufean | 
immediate effe& manifefted to fenfe , doth neceffarily in: 
nature prooue: the immediate caufe, though: hidden and 
ynknowne to fenle.” That inuifible and fpirituall things 
may, by thofe things which are vifible and bodily , be 
ceiued and difcerned , the holy ‘Scripture doth witneffein 
thefe words of Saint Paul, Rom.1.20 The invifbl: things 
of God (faithhe)- are feene: by thie vifble things, or by: 
his workes in the creation-of the world; which are vifible- 
may béheredemanded, finceit istheproperticofthé 
_Diwell, in his feeming miraculous contriuements anda@i- 
. ons (though a limited and finite obie@ creature of God) ° 
to indéavour to. coufiterfeitand imitate the molt high. 
and mightieft workes of wonder of the infinite Creator ; 
thereby to magnifie , deifie, and equalt himfelfe vnto God: 
in vnbeleeuing and feduced hearts: Since, I fay, thisis his. 
property, howfhall'the fraile vnderftanding and capacitie: - 
of man diftinguith the maruailes of chediuell folmely 
fembled thereto, from the true miracles, and truly miracu- 
fous workes of God, thatthereby with more facility , and 
leffe confufion , induftrious mindes may difconer the pto- 
 -perworkes and a&s of the Diuell, and:his aflociates, Ene 
chaunters,; Witches, and Sorcerers? Firft, the ¢rue mira- 
of God being tranfcendent aboue-all created power, 
aad che immediate effe&s only of acreating vertue, 
_ mighty God for hisfole good will and pleafure doth v{nal- 
ly and euer difpenfe by the hands andi thronghtheadmini= - 
 ftration ofholy men; Propbess and posties manifeltly 
Called of God. Secondly, the end and fcope of Gods mira. 
Cles, dire&tly and mainely ayme and are bent at the glory 
of God,and the benefit of his people, not vnto any private. 
end, any particular vaine end , tending to fatisfaction of 
priuate lufts and curiofitie. ar 
_ .Forthiscaufethe holy Apofties vied the giftofmiracles 
not vnto any other ends, then vntorhe confirmationof 
thatholy Golpel, which they preached and publifhed from — 
God;neither did they therein afcribe ought vnto their 
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elory.but ely oto the praifeand glory 


andthe goodof his Church. 
‘That this was their.true end, “and ought to bethefcope 
and eid ‘of ali that receive the: power of imiracles from 
God, Saint‘Paul doth witneffe and teach, 1. Cor. chap. 12. 
verfe 4,5,6,7. Now there are ({aittrhe) diverfities of gifts, 
butthe fame-Spirit': and theré\are diuerfities of admini-. 
ftrations, but the fame ‘Lord :-and there‘are. diverfities of 
operations, but Godiis the fame which worketh al in all. 
But the manifeftation of the is td cuery man 
toprofitwithall = 
from hencemanifelt, hatif, any praccede 
God as‘Author., “they-are difpenfed:by: men, fancifi- 
ed: byGod, and whocanand are able to prooue and iuftifie 
their warrant from God: as alfo chat thefe ‘men of God 
dye folely profeffe and bend them vnto the glory of God, 
- andthe weale of his Ghutch. This then is the {quare and 
infallible rule by.which all miracles doe ftand or fall, and 
are approoued either tebe of. God 9 OF conuinced to be of 
-oLet vs then. conclude this point, with that excéilent and | 
diuinefaying of T beophiled, .vpon the 9. chap. of S. Luke. 
Predicatio miractulis predicatione fanciuntur. 
Multi enim fape miracnla ediderunt per Damones , [edecrum — 
dottrina non erat fana, quamobrem eorum miracula non extites 
runt.a Deo, Thatis ,ithe wordof God doth eftablith and 
eonfirmethe truth: of miracles ,:and miracles, ratifie and 
confirmethe authoritie andtruth of theword. For many 
haue done-miracles by the power of the Diuell , but their 
doGrine wascorrupt and not feund; and therefore their 
miracles were notof God. Wherefoeuer therefore mira- 
clesorfapernaturall workes thalldare to thew their heads, 
not contained within thofe limits or compaffe , that is nei- 
¢r prooued immediately from God himfelfe , nor medi- 
"ately by him reuealed in his writ & word of truth, they are 
inttly to be fufpeced to iflue from the enemies of Godsthe 
= therefore their Authors ought 
to 
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Minifters and feruants of God and Infticesinthe molt 
and-fenereextent of-Law. thus mith concerning. the 
_manifeftation of the fhpernaturallworked of W 


The of or Witches to 6 
Reafon; anna bow deretted. ofr 


Li doubts. being cleared ithath y appea- 

red how fupernaturall and (pirituall'workes aré appas 

-renttofenfe. Itnow followeth’to declare; how'likewife 
they are evident to Reafon, or nccetiay: to confequence of 
are faid obese of Reafon 
andvnderftanding: which; being-retidte fronithoimme- 
diate View or notice of the outwardfenfes; ‘aregrotinded: 
vpon-voiuerfall and intelieGaall knowne pofitions; Propo. 

_ fitions,and certaine vndoubted genérall notions, by necefs . a 
fary That we may build the . 
foundation of this our Reafon or Raciocination vpon the <4 

infallible truth of Gods holy Word which fhiall never be 
fhaken : let vs for the deteétion of Witchesand Sorcerers, 
by reafon , and confequence of reafon, fyllogite direétly 
and immediately from Godhimfelfe. sits 
Thus faith Almighty God, /fatab chap. 8. “Bnd 
when they fhallfay vnto you , Enquire of thofe that: haue 
a Spirit of Diuination , and at the South-fayers, which 
murmure and whilper fhould not a-people enquire, of 
theirGod ? Vnder this interrogatiue (fhouldnot a people 
inguire of their God? ) isvnderftood this-affitmatiue 5A 
people fhould enquire of no other Spirit, but ot their: God 
From this holy reafon doth and 
it 
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thae many things arehidden from | 
of man, whichare teuealed vato the fcience 

ledge ofSpirits. ‘Otherwifencither would manaskeoren- 
Quite of Spitics: (as hath beene vinall 
fhould God haue occafion here to forbid t 

‘Spirits. That the ignorance alfo of man in things 3 

to Spirits, isthe true, firft and originall motiue or 
forenquiting at Spirits, is‘very plsinc or 4 
Soul, 2.S4m.28.15-. God is departed 


” 


; , taifed by the Dixell, and 
he) vnto the vifion of yet ol by Prop hets, veither by 
anfwereth me no more, ‘called thee, that thou maift tell 

Spirits above 
a manifeit grant of in aliSpirits * 
nics, Secondly, reafon doth hence colle& , 
felues to be enquired at , are euill Spi- 
and beciule Almighty God hich 
rits and the enquiring at any other Spi- 
fe and therefore good and holy Spirits 

it men in fodomg. Thirdly, reafon 

Lomb. 7.1, doeth neceffarily things hidden from the skill 

, and ‘potlibilitie romifing and performing 
eodemne that Witches, and South. ayers, by God 

according thereto really, ‘and y 

which is his word, nor affilted 

conte tinge or to vndertake thofe things 
rence with *hattopron {cicly and pro- 

| perly in the ce, their intereft, fociétie,and 
feftly proue in the performance, 

re are fome men who 

may bee here bec atm things 

{uppofed hidden from the nowledge puted 
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ought to be feuerely enquited into, whether it doe ratte 
ought that is diabdlicall, of the Divell; orfipernaturall : 
if nothing-fodoe, yet:inthis'Grand caufe'of God 
‘felfe; the religious iestoufie of the ‘pridene: Magiftrate 
ought to punith theit preftimption; which dure 
dertake the name ornote-of a finne , fo odious 
minablevnto Almightie God.’ Let better'impreffté 
on, againe repsate and iterate thofe which were cdl: 
le&ted out of the . 2 ston 
Firft,that there is nowledge i in Spirits of hidden, 
and feparated from the. knowledge of fan.’ 
Secondly, thatfuch Spiritsas are enquired. at} and doe 
renealefuch: knowledge vntomanyare Diuetsi: 
for fiich fuppofed Renelations, onghtndconely tote 
fulpe&ed,and inquired into;bir thavif they befound theres 
withall;to and: reuealethofe things, which-are indeed 
and really abone and beyond the knowledge of mans> wad: 
areiproperly and onely.in the power of 
thisdoth infallibly. prooue their intereftpowet facie. 
tie with Divels, which is certaine and affared and 
thus hathrreaton 
booke of God, of acertaine Witch; 
Let ysinow exercife our felues inthe con fidcration; ‘exatni- 
nation, and tryall of fome particulars herein.) 
isfaid of ef poltenins heforerold the day 
honre ofthe day, themomentof the hoares wierein Coc 
cins Nerra the Emperour thould die, tong before the time 
and being in farre diftant places remooued from him. ft is 
reported of the fame Apollenius , that being confulced by 
ene who for that purpofe came voto -howfe might 
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field becanefallit tilling and plowing 
which afer be haddonéa:wihile , he foundinthe — 
aa  enda great and fo becamerich, Itis written of 
alo, H ¢ rade knowne vith 
fe, things‘ wath ‘many: other ‘the like 
Boi felatevhinthe life of 
Wan, of sha of shad 
iil Brisify, Wizard and of ‘his 
“Princes forhis prophefies ? 
ig and predifions, from many foregoing 
ia and curnts of diners: Princes affaires, in 
their feuerallraignes , hane: by: diuers. tunics 
For thiscaule Matter Camden’, in the’ defeription of 
Ctermarden dothterme him the Tagesof the Britams, 
Speede in higtxaGtate-of the ancient Inhabitants of great 
théiraigoe of Kiag: and of Fourth; dovhiout 
OF: adc: others diuers accidents and 
enestss) in fentrall ages his oraculous and 
fontraldiand knowne 
there, be: truth in thofe. eid Said: 
feeing: Revelations , they doe neceffarily inferre: the 
ftance of a power , ‘fare fuperiour vnto all the power of 
Masi Therefore’ whofocucr doth: finde them true, mult 
conclude theit Author a Witch or Sorcerer. Neither hath 
the generalireception; or opinion of Authors, beenehere- . 
from different, who. haue publifbed him the fonne of an 
the{Onne of a Witch, begotten. by the Diuell. 
Asis Gidof this ancient: time-noted ; 
3 fo may be teftified-of many. other. 
What fhali wéeindge of thatinfamous woman, among 
the French, called Jaane of Arc, by others loane Pucelide 
Dieu? de Serres, the French Hiftorian, doth report 
King 
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Of Were open wondering Wittefless in pheleTe. 

-pelationsfor the moft part, there was found no ee 

then trite wonder faith Serres a 

othe hau her aa Byher 

fole incouragemint and {tout affurance of , bi 

mitaculous teuclatistis ‘the Fretich Prolperon 


Countred the vidtoridus Eaglith in 

and againft all humane reafon’, reconered their in 
-ynrecouerable,and moftdefperate ftanding, enen neerévn= 
amazement and: tetto co 
Englith. | 

the Enplith, executed burnt ‘for her “Witchcraft, 
‘What fhall! wee fay or itxdge of other thé like Authors; att 
broachers of fi reu¢latiors,; and 
other times The'fore*mentioned 260: 
thaca Wizard foretold Duke Biran'of his death, thai 
fhould dye by tlie backe blow of a Burgi 
afterward Prooned his , beeing: 
out oF ‘Carian doeth tecite the 

woman: of the order of the Draides'among the 
foretold Dioclefian that hee fhould bee'Empérour of Rowe, 
he had firit killed 2 Boare, which prooued 
one Aper, then dnt Vfarpet, whieh in the Latine ¢ Bu efig- 
hifictha Boate. 

Snetonins writeth of a Divinour,. who fotig’ beforé was 
_ able to make knowne the déath, ‘and the mantier of the 
déath, avid murder Of Intima Cafar. 

Philippe de Copsmines; in hiss. 149: aot 
make’ mention: of one Frier Hierome , and OF his’ n 
admirable revelations atid’ predi@ions, if. 
faires of the King of France, whiclr.as' froin Friers oj 
mouth, hee did oft heare, fo with his eyes 
bee ‘did and behold tities Te was di- 


fputed, 


> 


io ef render 


hors doc 
rite, that 


man was deny, bur mot acknowledge the manifeft impreffion and 


n holy man, 
bad man of of ftampe, of more then. Science. or demonftration, 


ceiued 


thofe his re- reigne OF Richerd the. Vlanper foretold, thatyponthe 


elations fr5 fame {tone where hee dath ¢, riding toward 
od. fhonid dath.his head in.his returne 


accordin ingly true, when flaine in battell, hee 
that was.carryed naked out.of-the field,.and his head hanging 
edidre- low. tite the horfe fide behinde his bearer,did (nite-vponthe 
where before io, hee had 
leffe,of the. ‘Authorot tha nat prop he- 
the fourth ; thatis; that * G. fhould. 
¢ Diuell, which G. vaderftood of the. Duke of 
tions there, can he wi (cape the iuft ta the fame | 
foule crime, from fick was derinedthat 
her medium. propheci¢-or prediction in, Henry. the fift, concerning his 


Speeds, onne, as yet. then-wnborne, videlicer, that what Heary of 


Adimmont should Henxy che fift) Henry 
fonne)-asitafter came truely to things as 
faid before; doe neceffarily inferre 2 power farre fuperiour, 

‘of man, and therefore prooue their volun- 

_tari¢ vndertakers Witches; or Spreeters.., This dogth 

 feldius in his ALalef ¢ confidently. ate 

- firme in theft words, Refers nom pefjunt.ad caufas naturales, 

fed ad. Damonas.bi effettus netope refponfe dare de occul- 

tis ferris per verems; per loca remotifima.. That is,thele things 

bave.no. relation ynto namely, togine 
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andche ike, but area be wnto othe powerofthe 
But here may, bee obic&ed, that itis by God) 
himfelfe, that;no man onght,toaske of any-other Spirit, 
but of God alone, things hidden and vnreuealed to mens, 


uerfer 9. before alleadged ; ‘and fince for that cau€e ie 


is not to be doubted, maoy thiogs may be reuealed by: 
God vatomen, for this caufe and: reafon ( Lay ) itmay be: 
deemed and obie&ed, that fome of the former reuclations: 
and prophecies may bee free -the imputation of 
Witch-craft,and Sorcery, 

is vnanfwerably anfwered to. this Firit,. 
that all the reuelations and prophecies which.are of 
are cuer publifhed by Prophets,& men of God,immediate-. 
ly called by God himfelfe, vntothofe fun&tions and places.. 
_ Secondly, thofe veffels, and feruants.of God, which are the; 
publithers of Gods revelations or popheciess doe eucra-> 
vouch, and openly profcffe God himfelfe; to.bee Author: 
thereof, from whom they. onely claime, and openly pro- 
“laime their immediate, and exprefle warrant and Com- | 
miffion, as appeareth by all the prefixions oftheir prophe-,_ 
cies -: Thus faith the Lord,:-The Word.ef theLord) The 
borden of the Lord, The revelation of Iefus Chrift, and the: 
like.. Thirdly, the revelations. and prophecies, which are 
thus deriued and fent from God, carry in themfelues fome 
manifeit ftampe of their authority , and power from God,. 
in fome fruites or effe&s correfpondent, and anfwerable to, 
the nature, will, and pleafure of God, and are dire@ly and 
originally bent, "and intended vnto the glory of God, and. 
the publike weale, and good of his Church, and people... 
_.. By thefe notes, and infallible markes of Gods holy pro-. 
phecies and reuelations ; may bee evidently. difcerned a 


cleere. difference , and diftin@ion thereof fron dinellihh 


prediGions, and Sorcerous Prognoftications, which there-- 
fore cannot fhrowde, or hide themfelues vnder colour or 
thereof, being duely and rightly expended. 
bee yet further obieGed, that fome learned onl 
H 3, truely 
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niflers: of Propheticall fun@ions or callings } hawe: had 


fometities their fpeciall ‘rewelations’ of (Orie -partichlar. 
things, inwhich it were horonély tiatifelly inivrious, but 
plainly & extremely ridiculous to actompt them Witches. — 
Ic ig crue; and cannot be denyed,that Almighty Godfome- 

’ times, by dreames, fornetimes by fecret prodigies, doeth 
gdmonith fomehis private fervants, good ‘holy men, 
Of fome things to come, for theirowne prinate and retired 
refotmatien, information or better preparation ; not for 
_ prophane or trifling ends, or vies, but that any prophecies 
of reuclations, catrbeof God, that are obfcurely whifpred, 
of caft abroad-for fuch vies, by any vhwarratited or pro- 
phane Authors. , without any manifeft warrant, Commif- 
fion-or authoritie from God, in the vpright iudgement of 
all men, thactrnely worfhip and feare the true God, the 


God of hokes; much irreligion , and prophane creduli- 


tieto anouch, ‘ oraffirme. Nay, itis altogettier contrary 
and contradiGtory, and therefore impofsible to God his. 
miraculous revelations, vifions.and prophecies, ordinarily, 
er commonly ' toferue, or waite vpon the ordinary ends, or 
vfes of private fince all true miracles, and miraculous 
revelations.are etter ‘in their proper nature, and true end, 
folely attendant vpon God his immediate command and 
_ Word, vntohis extraordinary wotkes. To make it there- 
_ fore ordinary, or'athing common, or of cuftomary pra- 
Rice, to foretellor giue prediGion of things to come, mult 
 neceflarily proceede: from the Diuell, fincethe gift of true 
prophefie, and the Spirit of true renelation,js not fubie&ed 
to the common or vfuall intentions of men; neither can 
profit or commodity, or fale bee made thereof by meni at 
theit pleafure, asis not vnwonted with all the difciples of 
Simon Magus,Sorcerers and Witches, in their markets and 
fayres'made of their prophecies and reuclations. 
Ifthen thefe whifpered reuclations cannot bee of God 
then are they: neceflarily of the Diuell. If they p 
thee by an inenitable concnton, thofe 
¥ men 
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delivered. withia. whom: 


prophecies and revelations are not alwayes: infeparable lippi,AQcs | 


whom they originally flowe, or are deriued vntomenand 


Je may be yet farther obiefted,shat in men pol 


effed by the were thofemen-inthe Gofpel, whofe 
bodies the Diuell did:really rend: and teare (in whom hee 
did roare andcrieout ) whom hee caft into the middeft of 
the'people. Irmay be Lfay).obiected, that in.thofe pot 


fefled:and the like, there may be revealed many things hid- 


den from men, withoutthe imputation or- sult opinion of 

Witch-craft orSorcericinthem, 
_ That this may bee, is manifeft in the Golpel, where ~-4 
the Diue]! in the pofieffed vetered wordes of knowledge 


then bidden from men, but by extraordinary revelation, 


when hee acknowledged our Saviour to bee Iefus the 
Sonne of the lining This could not ia any pofsibi- 


litie of mans reafon bee knowne vnto the pofleffed, 


caufe it was then but in part renealed vnto the Difcipies: 
themfclues, who were as yet but learners themfelues and: 

Scholers of that Diuinitie:s' neither bad the matorall 

or the world as: yet fo much as talted, or fauoured any 

notice thereof, Matter Per~ 
The hike may bee. obieGed concerning thofe. that are 
obfeffed: call obfeffed; in whofe bodiesoutwardly wach cafe 
appearing no extraordinarie fignes or tokens of the Di- chap.3.pag. 
ucls corporal! prefidence, or * refidence in them (as was 122. coth di- 
in the poffefied manifeft ) yetare their mindes, vnderftan- 
ding, wils, and reafon palpably obferued to bee befteged} ., (uch, il 
captiued and inchantcd, by an extraordinary and more in whom the 
then naturall, or rather an infernall inuafion.of the Dinels Duell is noe 
illufions, for the magnifying and aduancing whereof, the a bie. 
Divell doth oft-times mixeand temper them with fome docth infplve™ 


rare and wonderfull OF the obfeffed them and 


From thefe objections besh concerning the poffefted, was 
and alfo the obfeffed, doeth iffue a neceflary fequell, hae 
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Ieds truely hereto anfwered, that folely and fimply re- 
uelations are not fafficient euidences, or conuictions of a. 
Witch, or Sorcerer; but with differenceand diftingtion. 
Supernatural! revelations vnrequiredly transfuled. 
transferred by the Diuell, doe not prooue the perfons in 
whom they arefound, to bee their owne free ordefirous — 
Agents.in confent therein, butrather properly and triely 
the Diuels Patients, and therefore it cannot be thier guile, 
but his. intrufion , vfurpation, and infidiation : but fuper- 

Maturall revelations, in which any man fhall knowingly, 

7 and delibrately confult with, or inquire at a knowne Spirit, 

and inioying the free libertie of his will, not depraned or 
corrupted by illufions or difeafes, fhall with confent or al. 
lowance thereof entertaine, commerce conference or af- 

fiftance of Spirits vnto that purpofe : fuch renelations (I 
fay) wherefoeuer truely and duely dete&ed, doe demon- 
{tratiuely and infallibly point ona Witch or Sorcerer, by 

: what way foeuer hee doe praGife with the DiueH, whether 

by coniuration, fpels,or other Magicke rites, or by vulgar 

trading with him, by-familiar fpeech and exprefle contrad, 

q  asismoftvfuall with vulgar and vnlearned Witches... It is 

not the diferent manner of contrating, or couéenanting 

with the Diuell, that maketh a new ora different {pecies 
of a Witch, forby what name foeuer, in what manner 
ever, any man doeth contra& with the Diuell, hee isa 
| ‘Witch or Sorcerer, faith Binsfeldins , and inuocateth the 


Although therefore the poffeffed, or obfefied, are infily 
ee acquite in their reuclations and prophecies, becanfe tranf- 


mitted or fent vnrequired, and vnknowingly vnto them, 
~ yet cannot the Witch or Sorcerer bee any thing at all ad- 
pantaged, or cleared in his revelations, which are ever de- 

- tected to bee both by him affected (as is prooued by his 
mercinarie fale thereof ) aod alfo are fore-thought and 
premeditate, as is euident by his promifed and couenanted 
vndertaking: thereof; according to conditions or 

That 
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‘That wemay makethis point yet morecieere, letvs yet 
farther examine, and confider what Witch-craft:is, Thefe: 
are the exprefle wordes of Bénsfeldins a Papilt Diuine, in 
his traG de Cenfeffionibus Sagarum Veneficorum. Ve fiat 
maleficium bec tria concurrant neceffe eft inquit, Deus pers 
- ppittens, fecnudo Diaboli porefias, tertio hominis maleficives 
Inntas, lsbere confentétns.. That is, vnto Witch-craft three 
things neceflarily concurre: firft God permitting: fecondly 
the Diuell working : thirdly, man thereto confenting or 
_-yeelding his free-will. Vntothe very fame purpofe, faith 
learned Proteftant Diuine our countriman, Perksns in 
his defcription of Witch-craft, including the worke or af 4 
fiftance of the Diuell, the permifion of God, and a wicked | 
art freely praGtifed by man, and chap. 5. of his difcourfe 
of Witch-craft, hee pronounceth alfo him a Witch,whofe- 
cuer wittingly or willingly confenteth to vfe the aide or 
affiftance of the Diuell, inthe working of wonders aboue 
the ordinary courfeof nature. I name.thefe two Divines 
onely, becaufe inthis particular they feeme to mee to haue 
beft fatisfied, and by the common confent both of Papift, 
and Proteftant Diuines, thetrueth doeth more vacontro- 
uerfedly appeare Catholike and firme, moft other learned 
men that I haue feene on both parts, having generally or 
for the moft part comparatiuely beene defectine. Scaliger 
— Io his booke de Sabtilitate,confenteth with them both,exer- - 
git. 347. where {peaking of the impoffibilitie, ofone man 
= hurting another meerely by bare wordes; hee hath thele 


There is a greater power then wordes faith hee, namely, 

_ the Diuell doeth the mifchiefe-vpon the vttering of fuch 
words; and the foolith fottifh.man, that pronounceth.or 
vttereth them, fuppofeth thar by.vertiue of his words 1t 
done. Ipfeigitur agit Damon inquit) frultia vecors pu- 

pat fais fe verbis agere; vnto the fame effe& are the words 
of S.euguftine, by Magicke Art faith hee, miraclesiand 

‘things aboue -nature are broupht-te 
Sunt. bid, The word: Magicke 
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afupetnaturalleffed or mitacte, asin the former words a 
Sealiger:, thé fupernacurall atid-coriequent of 
argued a power in them aboue the power of a 
meere voycey or fpeech, which therefore faith Scaliger, was. 
_ the Diuell. In both likwife, the will and confent of man was 
apparent. ‘Inthe firft where S, calteth Magicke 
an Art, that innployeth ‘amans confent, for that Artes are 
willingly, and-wittingly ftudied by than. Inthe fecond, 
where, Scaliger inthe mumbling of words of fupernaturall 
effe&, affirmeth that the foolith man who vtteredthem,. 
effects to proceed from his words ; ‘his vt- 
therefore fuch words, with 
of his i ing and confent vnto fuch effets. And thus it is vn- 
doubtedly apparent, by thefe Authors in their defcriptions 
of Magicke, and Witch-craft,tharneceffarily by confent of 
reafon, though not alwayesin exprefle'wortdes, fs vnder- 
both fomething fopernaturall, arid the. 
will and confent of man thereto, And this may yet beé 
made apparent,by the words of the fame Scaliger, Exercit. 
9. (Magi ( ingnit ) fuas effettiones violentias appeAart 
quod vires fnas fapra eas, que natura ordine fiers 
be dentur exercent. That is, Mapitians tearme their workes 
violencies, becaufe they ‘exercife violent force, or power, — 
_ abone the courfe or order ofhumane nature. The Magiti- 
ansgiuing names vnto their workes, abowe humane power. 
ornature, and boafting them as their owne, doth prooue 
- their free will andconfent. Thofe their workes being fu- 
pernaturall, doe proouethem to bee of the Divell, as the 
very vfuall vnderftanding of the word Magitian, whereby 
are ordinarily tearmed, doeth teftifie. And thus it is 
Witch-craft the dt Worke 
15 fopernarurall, abdue the and power of tan: Se- 
condly, that in that worke: the Magitian, ‘or Witch, hath. | 


hence: naw is alto, what Witchcraft is, 
wore the patie or power of 


man, 


R 
3 
2 
é 
4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
| 
¥ 
| 
] 
| 
y? 
; 
~ 


ifent.of man. the, demonftration 
being {o.enident.;, 


fis SOF rath i} 


‘to enquire how this. W 
bee dete&ted, or difcouered ; Secondly,:how fhalk mans 
free will; or cotifent therein be difconered. Vuto the firft, 
anfwered , videlicer, the fupernaturall worke or 
happeare by it felfe, when it ismanifeftandap- 
aboue the nature, reach,.and-power of man, 
as are diuers effe@ts and workes formerly mentioned. Va- 
tothe fecond I anfwere, that mans free will, good will,con, 


-fent, aflent,. or allowance ‘therein is difcouered by the fame 
‘trae adtesior meaness whereby any man hisconfent or af- 


fent. is vfaally difcouered, indi&ted, and arrdigned in the 


of Treafon, Mutder, Fellonie. 


In cafe of Treafon, Murder, Fellonie, confent i is difcoue- 
red in vfuall courfeand pracifeof the Law, citherby fame 
manifeft a& promoting ot furthering thofe wicked intent$, 
or by connience therein: by wilfally not{eeing, or: by fi» 
lence, or notreucaling, 

_Astherefore in thofe hainous crimes infly; foa in this 
high Treafon again{t God, and adherencevato his enemic 
the Diuell, in like manner any man his wicked affent;,con- 


_ tent, or good liking, isto be traced anddifcouered by any 


aé& tending vnto the promoting thereof, by hisconniuing, 
willingly concealing, or filence: For asin cafeof Treafon, 
Marther ,’Fellonic; whefoeucr permitteth-or admitteth 
any of thofe.cridies , whofoeuer only. corifenteth therete, 
conniueth, keepethconnfell, or concealeth; isiuftly by rhe 
law held, tudged, and condemned asa Traytor, Murderer, 
or Fellon himfelfe So by the fame: equitie and reafon:in 

high Treafon againit God: (fuch as. is Witch-craft and ad- 
hering vntothe:Diuell hisenemic) whofoeuer fhall: confent 
thereto, conniue, e allowance is certainly a Witch 
himfelfe, and guilty nor This is the reafon why 
all Writers, with one confent doe as well holdandcon- 


for the: expo. 
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the Diuell; contradeth. A tacit contract is,when 


any mantaketh vpon him todoe , that by natural caufes, 


‘which=caules are: allowed no fuch cefic &s in.courfe of na- 


ture, nor yet are allowed vnto any fuch effe&s befide the 
courfe'of nature; “Either by God’, his ‘Word: or by the 


‘Ordinances of his Church. Fothis eft exprefiely faith 


Binsfeldins Confeff. Malefic:s Sagarums "Facite 
(snquit:) innocatur Damen quotées quis contendit facere 


~percanfes naturales, qua nec virtute fua naturals, neque ex 


wina, ant Ecclefiaftica poffunt iiud facere. Tothe: fame pur- 


pole faith Perkins cap. 54° of his difcourfe of “Witch-craft, 
allowance, faithhe, vnto meanes not: allowed by 


God maketh’a Witch. That there are fuch effects , the 
fame Author doth inftance in another. place, in thefe 


words, Referri(inquit ) non poffunt ad caufas naturales [ed ad 
Damonarhieffettus, ferri per acrem dare-re(ponfa de oceultis ; 


Thatis, thefecfie&ts cannot be referred ynto any natural! 
caufes;bur vntothe power of Diuels, namely,toflye inthe 
ayre, to reueale things hidden from man. For this canfe 

alfo faith Perkins, Diuiaing of things to come peeengens: i- 
conuinceth the Author a Witch. 

“To conclade therefore, whofeeuer taketh» ypon him te 
doe thefe things, or-the like, and cannot iuftifie them done 
according vntothe vertue or power of naturall caufes, or 
(if befides courfe of nature):cannot prooue or warrant 


them to be of God, neither by his Word, nor Ordinance 


ofthis Church; :chatman isa,Maeitian, a:Watch, or Sorces 
rer. But here itis requitite , ‘and men doe di- 
flinguifli betweene things vnwarrantably done befide 
courfe of nature;. and therefore neceflarily to be tryed 


and iudged:by. thofe rules:of Gods Word; and Church: 


And betweene thole things ; which are likewife vowartane 
tably. done, but are aboue the courfe of nature;yet are likes 
wile to be tried by the. fame rules j and limits of Gods 
Word, and Church. 
as — conrfe of nature are many. things, 
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their being fromthe fame.linitations} ar are tobe 
are thiugsaboug nature 
by the formerrules.:. 02 
-followeth: hate hetice ,. that 
whatfocner fapernatarall effect, or aboue the power, or na- 
ture of man doth happen; and isnot warranted or allowed 
by God; his Words or Church, that certainly is of the Di- 
nelle Ifit be of the Diuell then, ‘whofoeuer-doth allow, 
| yeeld his good will; confént, or by. any|way of meangs., OF 
art doth promote.or further is Witch he whein 
Treafon, or Murther,conniveth of confepsetty is a,Traytor 
or Murderer as is aforefaid.' That a fupernaturall. worke, 
oran efte@ aboue nature, isto be held Diabolicail, is not 
only prooued by examination and triall Word, 
Church, but reafon ie: felfe: dont, {trate it, 
Every fupernaturall. effe&, hath foperaaturall caule. x 
Every fupernaturallcaufe is God, onthe 
no meane betweene , but-one or- “the other. ‘Good Ange 
or fpitits doe. worke their. {opernaturall effects. alforor ae 
boue nature , but: thofe their, ale 
waies direGted anti commanded by God, andthereforeare 
of God, and carrie with them evidence immediate from - 
God. All fupernaturall workes that are. of God, arewar- 
ranted from: God. Thesefore whatfoensr) fopernatarall 
_worke cannotbe warranted of God,is of the Pinel, Whe-- 
ther it may be warranted tobe of God, will appeareeafily 


by the former limitations and rules. -If therefore a fuper- 


naturall worke appeare not to be of God, by the former li- 
mitations, and examination; then is it certainly of the Die 
By neceflary confequences. therefors of ‘reafon it fol- 
loweth, that whofoeuer vnto any fuch effe@ or worke,thus 
demonftratiuely difcouered to be of the ‘Diuell, doth gine 
any allowance or confent, though neuer fo, tacitly,or clofe- 
ly, yeathoughignorant ofthe qualiticor degree of the fin, 
| in hisrathand — and yeelding or 
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het QUiltic, acceflary,anda very Witch 
Calo of Trenfon the like 
gtitious offences Prince Forthe igno- 

rance of thé faw excufethno mat,’ yea and:in this particu- 
lar, So many faire direGtions by learned Writers given, 
doth maketh ignorance wilfull, 
ahd re@hitespnd exdjudeth. eafie pardon. Neither can the 
fimple ignorance -inftifie any-man , although ie may 
Gualifiethe depres or of punifhment. > 
“If this law ‘feeme and hard. men:confider 
the gréatnefle, ‘and of the finne ; and the 
confaquence thereof.’ Whichinitly doth:vrge, 
itipole sofearefill rigour; and ftri&nefle 
‘thelaw. heceflicie and. equitie hereof is apparent 
iii cafe of high Treafon aforefaid againft a Prince,or State, 
wheréinvfuallythey who are fimply,or ignorantly drawne, 
oF Gr are inftruliiencs' in any fore, to further or pro- 
as well lyable vnto the feuere inqui- 
terFible cenfire of the law, as are they-who were 
the maine contriuers. _Witchcraft:is high 
Tréalon again God himfelfe; acombining, and adhering 
his defperate renouncing of God 
and a wortiipof Dinels.. In this abomi- 
nable finne therefore, in'any kinde or fort , inany manner 
oration, to befriend, aide or conuince is.no leflethen high 
alo, wherein as well the acceflarie as 
the priacipall ate Whofoewer therefore fhail 
in'matte? Of this high mature or danger’; dare or hazardto 
‘doe any thing that maybe queftioned or iaftly fufpeQed in 
that kinde, or to'tend thereto’, cannotbe by his ignorance 
doubts and impediments remooued, 
let ‘vs build @ hetiet-deceiuing’, and imuiolate'conclufion 
coricerbing Witches, vpon this tiever-failing nor fhaken 
foundations ‘that ig;-all fupernatarall workes revelations 
Or phat iffxe not cither mmediate- 
My God or froavhis Word 


the 
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touched, and briefely declared 
the Diuell: ableffed, 0 

inthe due all Of 
fay) whatfoeuer , ‘not excepted. nor, iggladed in.one of 
thefe, are from Witches andSorcerers,. 
aud are cortaine. and demonftratiue progfes,andemidences 
of Witch-craft and Sorcery , in whom they are originally 
firft deveCted. Andthus how, Reafon doth ¢ull,and. deaw 


AtmightieGod hath, the Te BAER 
& tioned, Jfainh 8. in generall made evideur; who is in- 
fallibly a Witch or Sorcerer: fe -hath he ia other places 
of Seripture manifefted fome of their feuerall kinds:,;a¢- 
cording tovhe diftcrent fhapes and formes, ‘is which they 
enquire at Spirits for their knowledge and.xeuelations.. 
_ This is apparent out of the 18. chap. of, Denseronomia, 
verfe 10, Let none bee found: amongft yeu that vfeth 
Wirchverafe, Whar: Witch-craft was: before. 
ivthisplacedoth follow the enumeration of ifome 
of the {peciall or particular fhapes in which they fhroud 
themfelues. Let none be found-anrong you aith.the Pro- 
phet) that vfeth Witchcraft: and: iinmediatly after doth 
adde thofe particular formes in which they @bquires Are 
garder of times: a marker of the flying of fowles «a Char-. 
mers aSoothfayer ;orthat asketh counfell of the dead. 
As therefore before we prooned , that the infallible true 
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words of Sanlap 


red ‘atin things hidden fron men ‘(as is tikewile by thofe 
parent, Samii. cbap. 28. verfe'7. Seeke 
mée awoman that hath a facnitiar Spirir, that I may goe to 


head OF het?) fo here ih this: text-aresteckdned vp 


Pome of their fenerall ‘thapes which in true and found 


téafon, and the due confequent thereof , we may confider 


‘and colle ‘other, though ‘nambredor men- 
tioned.) mor wot. 


For fincé'the figne otmatke of 
Witches is cettainely made knowne to bee, the pratife of 
reuealing vnto men that enquire thofe things. which are 


- hidden from men, and onely revealed by Spirits : it follow- 


eth by neceffarie confequent , that not onely thofe which 
are here {pecially norhinated/, in that fhape of marking of | 

the-flying of fowles; or. of charming,or ofraifing the dead, 

but all other whatfoeuer , what.other, fhape fo ener that 


is, bath, or can be deviled, that fhall be found to praGife or 


vndeftake tobe enquired: at aad togiueai{werand rene- 
fation of things feparated from the of mang and 
which.God hath hidden from men, and therefore hath for- 
bidden by Spititsto: be made knowneto men;all fuch (1 
fay) aswell’ inthefe kinds here na- 


“according to: the general! note of Witch, tobe 


indged ‘Witches and Sorcerers. - 

asthe holy Scripture hath nominated and 
‘Out vs fome few kinds., as'‘alight onely vnto all the © 
reft : fo may common experietice by thé(ebring others vn- 
‘to our vitw,and all apes haue vponthe records of time and 
Hiftorie; left vnto fucceeding pofteritie many. fhapes 
‘of memorable and famous Witches 5 not onely in thefe 


and formes which are here mentioned 


but intany other. 

‘“Befides thofe kinds hereshe holy Scrip- 
ture hath nominated, Jet vs take.a -fhort view of fome. o- 
ther, which aré in other fhapes found (fince all ate in their 
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| chants profperous and fortunate windes , whenby 


x ig 
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thatin the 


ynder the colour thereof fuch things as were onely in the 
power of Spirits , haue thereby cleerely manifefted , that 
they deriued and borrowed them of Spirits. Saxe Grams. 
msaticus, hiftorie de rebus Danicis, doth make menti- 

n.of afort of Wizards, who would vndertake for gaine,to 
Fflerell the certaine ftate and conflitution of weather to 
come fo affuredly , thatthey would vitally fell vnto Mar. 


and oppofite gales they. were deteyned from their intende 


This kinde of Sorcerer may very rightly be referred vit- 


é | eothat whichin Deuter. 18. verfe 10. is noted by a regaf- 


der of times, which perhaps may alfo not vnaptly be vn- 


 derftood a Magical ftrologer. His performance aboue 


the nature and power of his Arc, of that which is onely in 
the power of aSpirit, doth both dete& the Diuell tobe © 
chiefe Author of the workes, and the other to be alfo guil- 


ty to the worke. 


—Thatthe profeffors of Affrelogse haue in former ages 
vnto Affrolegse toyned this diuellifh skillandcuftome; as 


alfo other kinds of Diabolicall Diuinations, plainely doth 


Firft, by the word of God, Dansel 2. verfe3. wherewith 


the A ftrelogers,the Caldeans, Magicians, Sorcerers and En- 


_ Secondly, it doth appeare by the Lawes, which by the 


Romane Emperours were prouided againft chem ioyntly 


together, with Caldeans , Magicians , and Southfayers. 
The words of one ancient Law are , emo Arufpicem con- 


Julat, aut Adathematicum, nemo Ariolum, Caldenm, Magum; 


thac.is, let ic be ena&ted or ordered that no man aske coun- 
fellof a South-fayer , a Mathematician, an Aftrologer ,2__ 
Caldean, a Magician. 


Dienin the 27.booke of Hittorie, doth make mention 
of Altrologers, who by diuellith 


fome men hauc hidden forcerous pra@ife , and performing 
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Diucll is fleepes which cinte the Einperour re 
hintlfevpon fach: Atroligers!, ‘though otherwite! 
felfe a gréat friend and loutr ofA ic. Sit Christopher 
rut Aitydon inthis defence of iudiciall Altro opie , of 
| baberide Adages, that ey that 
mixed, nor Yotermedith with Mapicke; by 
ceffarily concluded, that Aftrology may. be, ard 
isimpure and defiled with Migicke and Sorcetie. In other 
of thie he tty'a diffrence betweene 
Page ag. Aftrologers * fimply, and fuch as with Aftrologie toyned 
- Magicke. Andout of Breativs he reciteth thefe words , 
Non negat Hitrimias eam partem Aftrologia, que fequitur 
manifestas natura rationes; that is, the Prophet Jeremy 
‘doth not deny or condemne that part of Aftrologie, which 
és guided by manifeft reafon or cauft in nature. Hereby 
then is vnauoidably concluded , that the Prophet of God 
condemneth that part of Aftrolopie, which exceedeth cau. 
fes and reafon in nature, and that neceffarity muftneeds be 
Sorcery and Magicke. As ic is notobfcure, that fome men 
wnder the colour of A flrologie haue praGiféd Magicke and 
Sorcery fo is ittno lefle eutdent, that. many others, vider 
— the pretenfe of aduifing and counfelling in Phyficke, For 
coration or Prognoftication of difeafes , 
Seco That this hath beerieno-new vpitart Hie | 
bo de Magis, tude of difeafes, which ancient times doe regifler to haue 
Diofcor. li. beene cured by enchaunted Sp-ls, and words, and Magicke 
Pall: ate skill, doeth ptentifully witnefle. Themoft anctent father 
fusde bit, Of @lPhyficke and’ cions, the incomparable worthy 
Plane. Tralli- founder of Method and Arc, * Féppecrates, 


>. with other accced ing Astictts, ac 


Galenus li li, 


tally all acknowledge ‘the force ‘and power of (1 
de Medica CUration. Galen in his younger time gaue no credit age 
al Homeritra- 80; -batinthemore aged texperience Of tight obfer#iation 
Pi} | Atatione, ‘Hwill nae ftatfe 
tie 


‘ 
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ete the particolar citation of every Latet_ 
Phyficians alfo of the beft and moft choife nore, doe here- 

_ ip, with former ages 

Whofoeuer is acquainted reading, thal 
— where meete a world of the wonders of cures, by 

, by lookes, by fignes, by figures, by charaGers, 

Mceremonious: ritts...As what the praQife of former 

hath beene is what ouriage andilater 

tine docth herein afford; is akmoft no where in this king- 
dome obfture. The neereft vntothat impudence, which 
herein this our time doeth produceand fet foorth, is that 
hiftéry. of a: Germene Wisdss — in the 
eMaleficarum.. 

_ There was(as the of (sith) 
a Sorcerefle in Germany, who vivally cured not onely' alt 

that were bewitched, but all kinde of difeafed people, fo 

~farre beyond all power cr .courfe of Artand Nature; and 
with fuch facility, that al} vfe of the. Artof Phy ficke, orof 
Phyficions.-wzs altogether (foratime ) 

- faken; while people. from all Countries, both necre and 

semote, infach numbers and frequence. reforted vnto her, 

that the Gouernour of Countrey impofing:vpon | 

ry man one/penny that reforted wato hery thereby’ 

amightytreafure. 

-' What others among the moft ancient Author, that are 

not’ Phyficians: doe publith, concerning the power of ins 

cantations in the caring of difeafes is needlefle towrite.. 

Hee that:hath read any few lines of old or of diz: 

wersotheraged Poets, fhall finde. plentiful récord hereofs 

Herodotus is not filent herein. Bat to omit all their need* 

lefle teftimonies, Phy ficians of thefe laft times,ofthemofe 

eminentvioteand worth (whofeGennesare yet{carcedric) * 

doewitneffe the truetithercof fronitheic owne 

fightand experience. Aboné thé reft} Fernelinsde 
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- pooke of God, concerning the power of the Diuell ih t- 
*- ging difeafes, from whom all thefe inferiour Agents, Wit- 
chesand Sorcerers doe derine their power and skill. If at 
- bee inhispower, where God docth permit, to induce dif- 
eafes, it muft needes bee in his power to ceafe or calme dif- 
eafes ; becaufe both: caufing and curing , confift inthe 
vertue and force of the fame meanes. Hee therefor¢ 
| knoweth hew and by what caufe the difeafe is induced; 
doeth -neceffarily vnderftand, that by the remouall of that 
canfle it is cured, and according to that rule canequally, 
aswell by remouall of that caufe, cure, asby the induGi- | 
| on of the caufe bring fickeneffle. For thisreafonitisamax- 
| in Phyficke infallible,that he isthe moft excellent Phy- 
—- ‘fician, who knoweth beft the caufes of difeafes, and who 
| yponthe knowledge of their true caufesdocth found the 
sight method of theircuration. 
i . That the Diuell doeth both know the caufes of difeafes, 
_— and alfo how by them to procure and produce difeafes , is 
aq manifeft by the Hiftory of Job,vpon whom he brought thac 
gricuous generall botch and byle, over all -his body; Jeb 
chap. 2. verfe 7. That hee did thisby the force of canfes 
in nature, muft needes bee evident. Firft, becaufe hee is a 
creature, andfubie& and limited by nature vnto and with. 
| in her lifts; and therefore is not abse abfolutely and fimply 
{= without caufes and meanes in nature,to produce any effets 
in nature, although our ignorance of his power and know. 
ledge ( becaufe it fo farre excelleth our power or nature) 
doeth call all his. workes iuftly fupernaturall. Secondly,for 
byles and botches are knowne naturall difeafes ; and 
therefore had naturall canfes, alchough haply vnknowne- 
| toany man, and beyond the nature of knowledge or skill 
7 in man. | | 
Crestioeft Thefe reafons of the Diuels impoffibilitie , to worke 
conftitutio thofe effedts withour nature, are thus yet more briefly and. 
| a si cleerely made infallible. Of * nothing fimply to produce 
ee any thing vnto atrue being and exiftence, isthe fole and. 
eis. proper worke of any infinks Creator, andimpolsible vato 
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any creature. Therefore the Diuellbeing 


__ and Sorcerer, which is enquired at.concerning the curi 
and if fue of difeafes, whichwe will conclude with this note, 
thatgll learned men of the beft experience. haue obferued 
that in thofe cures by Witches and Sorcerers, the Diuell 


hath neuer _perfely healed, but for atime; orelfe where’ 
hee hath feemed moft perfe&ly co cure, ithath beenefor 


areferuation of the body by him cured, vnto a greaterand 


further mifchiefe in time to fucceede. Befides, this kinde 


of Witch, by meanes vnknowne to man, or by 
turall vertue in knowne meanes, aboue and bey cir 
nature, vndertaking to cure the ficke, or to forerell the. 
event and iffues of difeafes,there is alfo another kind which | 
doeth vndertake to bee enquired at for extraordinary reue- 


siIation of Such difeafed perfons,asare bewitchedor poffefled; 
bythe Diuell.. This kinde is not obfcure, at this day (war- 
ming in the Kingdome, whereof no man can bee ignorant, 
who lufteth to obferuethe vncontronled libertie andlicenfe 
of openand ordinary refoyt inallplacesvnto wife-meniiand; 


wife-women, fo vulgarly. termed for their repnted know- 


not bring thofe difeafesvpon Fok , but by.created meanes;! 

preexifting in created :nature;:.in which heas¢entainediand; 
limited. And thus much concerning that kinde of Witch :- 


ledge concerning fuch difeafed pérfons as are fuppofedto: 


bebewitched, 


But it may bee obic@ed , that many of thefe twolafh 


mentioned forts are rather deceiuers,and Impoftorsonely; 
who by an opinien of this power,.and not by any realk. 
power herein, doe deceiue, feduce, and beguilethe people. Hi] 
cannot in fome be denied: notwithftanding leaftim- 
pions impofture bee ftill tolerated to bee acouert tohide _ 


the manifeft diuellith pra&ife of Witches, vnder pretenfe __ 
thereof € whereby it thall euer continue inthis fhapeneg- 


or vnfpied ) I will both.briefely give fatisfa@tion 


_ how the one may bee diftinguifhed from the other, and ~ 
allo declare how men ceafing to enquire at Diuels and 


Witches, or Impoftors, may lcarne to enquire of theix 
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heevhath giuetvnto them ): his feare, with his allowance 


‘ 


evidence of reafon; bedere&ed, hath beene before 
made manifelt: How impofture mdy be difcouered. 
therezis(-good vfe anid neceflitie of the dittinGion 

thereafy for demote pet feparating and fetting a part” 


of Witch. craft by: it felfe) wee will likewife briefly make, 


For caufefowtetimes vider: an holy pic-. 
one meaketh God the* Author of his vnholy pteftigi-. 
and *flandereth God ‘whto his face; fometimes to be 


Angell oftight, ste maketh. him(elfe a licénfe to 


shtiquis the: Diuell. He it his trade to feduce, 
= Scaliger. by tying: Somet indhew and pollicitation-he 


the perferniatice of the fi finine hee 
cud aduleeri- igh, ‘and niche perfonate refemblance folely a lug-. 
nas ott ler. Forasthe Witch performeth that whichmttue, and 
redlon is‘t¥an(Cerident arid-aboue nature ; the, 
that which in falfe and feafon 
dicuntur ver- finionyonely feericth 
furi & fallaces . doWitehes dée ftrart! 
and truclyinto reafon worthy of wonder fo the'Im 
pro Fath things veide of adcomptable reafon, in fhadow, thew, 
veris and ‘feeniing ‘onely: flipernatutall >. ‘wondred and admired, 
punt, Accurt- tence: hac with viidifcernin 


See Recinal’ his difebucrie BE he 
and the {elfe ea 


and the nature and reafon 
informe” 


iffer 


Qui oculos © The he who prérendétt eruth ; bur inten. 
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she true Difcouery thereof, 71 
_ From hence itis alfoneceffarily concluded that as Witch- 
-craftis difcouered by a‘fupernaturall worke abouereafon, 
-whereto the Witches confent is acceflary; fo an Impoftor | 

jsdete&ted by aworkevoideof accomptablereafon, butin 
adeceiuing falfe Vilar or:fhew, wherewith the purpofe and 
‘intention of the Deceiuer‘or Impeftor doth concurre. As 
therefore the fulpeGed Witch istyed to anfwere vnto any 
juftdoubt, which maybeedireGly vrged againft his or her 

manifeft voluntary adction;that is prooned fupernaturall : fo 
is atruely doubted bound togiue fatisfaGion, for 
fuch his ambiguous:aGtions, as doe-in likely reafon appeare 
fraudulent, vaine, preftigious, iuggling, couzening, orde- 
_eeiuing.And thus fhall‘cachappeare in hisowne true fhape 
apart. Of divers kinds of Witchcraft, [haue before pro-. 
I may‘here likewife very pertinently ,for further illuftrati- Examples 
-onypropofe:fome examples of Impofture'in generall , that of /mpe- 
the odioufneffe of this foule finne may appeare morefoule, fture in ge 
and the ougly face thereof fullydilcouered, erall. 


4 
, 

3 


_ Among multitude of ‘examples, /I wilkrecite onely fome 
few , whereof fome confift in lewd and gutefull contriue- 
ment. of ation,other in the bewitching power of falfe pro- 
phecies,reuelations prediGions,and prognoftications. 

Concerning the firft , who can be ignorant of the impi- Example 1 
ous.and.infamousIm poftures of AZahomet, who by guile- 
full counterfeit miracles, and pretended angelicall ijiumi- 

nated workes, firft magnified and fetvp that heathenith 

_* Empire , and Religion of the blafphemous Turkes ? ay 
_. The Hiftory of Sebaftsan, the pretended Portugal! King, 
as it is fet forth by Jobnde Serres , according'to. Mafter * Polidorus 
-Grimftones tranflation thereof ( ifhe werea true Impoftor Virgi! lib. 7. 
dindeede, and were not iniuriovfly traduced and‘blurred 
with vndeferued reproch) incomparable example’, a- 
boue:and beyond many other. I will referre my Reader to 

the Author himfelfe. | 
I f.we defire more neere or domefticall examples ‘herein, 

behold, inthe raigne of Henry the feuenth , *a boy of * Speede. 
| meane 
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‘which vnaduifed attem 


The Tryall of Witch-craft, 


meane parentage, through impofturous machinations op- 
pofed , fetvp and crowned King in Ireland , againft that 
famous and renowned Prince Henry the {eventh , putting 
hitn in great danger of his life and crowne of England. 

Inthe late raigne of Queene AZary, there arofe an Impo- 
ftor, ftiling himfelfe Edward the fixth. The danger of 
the progreffe of that Impoftor (if it had preuailed) who 
knoweth not ? The manifeft wrongs,iniuries, and impeach. 
ments allo from counterfeit prophecies , reuelations , aud 
predictions, ifuing net only vnto priuate men and families, _ 
but vntoKingdomes, Empires, and Common-weales, are | 
infinite. | 

Iulian,an Emperour of Rome , though otherwife a migh- 
tie and learned Prince, and valiant fouidier, by a prophecie 
of an Impoftrefie or feeming Pythoniffe, promifing his 


conqueft , and triamph ouer the Kingdome of Perfie, was 
‘thither haftened vnto his deferued death , and the ven- | 


geance of God vpon his infamous e4 pofafie. 
Ie is reported by Jobmde Serres , the French Cronicler, 
that the power and force of fome pretended reuelations, 


_and vifions ofa young Shepheard, in the raigne of Charles 


the feuenth King of France, wasfopreualent, that it per- 
{waded Pothon that great and famous French Captaine, 
with theMarthall of France,to. arme and inceunter the then 
yviGorious Englifh inthe bowels of that Kingdome; by 
pt, the French were fupprifed and 


taken by the Englifh. 
It is recorded by the fame Author, thet one 
Brofer, counterfeiting the fits and paffions of fuch as were 
pofleffed, in fhort time became fo powerfull in illufion, that 
fhe miniftred much matter of wonder and amazement , not 


-onely vnto private men , but vnto the Kings Counfell, to 


Preachersin pulpits, yea vnto the whole Parliament, votill 
the counterfeit Diueli induring fome punifhment and re- 


ftraint, forfooke his pretended peffefsion. 
If wee require examples in our owne countrey , behold, 


in the raigne of Edward the fourth » his brother George 


¥ Duke 
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“* Duke of Clarence, washaftened vnto his vatimely death, * Speede, 
enen by-the allowance of his brother King; vpon thefeare 
_of avaine and flying prophecie, that G. of King Edwards 
Inthetime of Henry the eight, the holy Maideof Kent 9. 
by her feeming miraculousreuclations, deceiuing not one- _ 
ly the common fort , but cuen diuers learned and fome 
men! of the beft ranke, and:prime note, ftirred vp in the 
King great iealoufie, and feare of his Crowne-and fafety, 
as by the records of her attaindour doeth appeare, where- 
in doeth-ftand preoued and fentenced her treafon-fome 
impofture of moft dangerous confequent,ifit had obtained © 
Inthe famekings raigne,the bewitching efteeme,credir, 
and hope of force & vertue incounterfeit predi@tions,and = 
pretended reuelations, whet the ambitious heart of Ed- . 
ward * Lord Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, firft into high ‘x Speede. 
-Treafon., and-to reach at the Crowne, and after from 
thence thruft him headlong or headleffe into hisgraue. ' 
Inthe raigne of Edward thefixt, therewasaprophecie IT. 
’ divulged from ‘the mouth of fome pretended Wizard ; by 
which the coniuration of Kett, and thofe Norfolke Rebels, 
washartned and encouraged to proceedeintheirrebellion — 
and outrage, vnto the great danger and damage of the 
Kingdome, and in the end vnto their owne deftruCtion: 
That blind pretended: prophecie, in the infidiation of vaine 
and credulous.mindes, was fomewhat like vntethat ambi- 
guousOracleinthePoe. 


with the true Difconerie thertof. 


| Aio, te acida Romanos vincere poffe : 
fay, the fonue of the Romane power fhall quel. 


Oracle may on either fide indifferently , eitherac- 
tuely or pafimely’ bee vnderitood. Like vnto itwasthat’) 
preftigious prophecie, which the rebellious Nerfelcians 
L | Hob, 
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| Xo, taxeth 
Englith 


the multitude 


‘this kinde, efcaped the eye of northe blarre.of: infamy 


mewes in Lovdon, who in the raigne of Heary 
on the impreffion of an vniuerfall World floud, grounded | 
vpon pretended miraculous predi€tions, ridiculoufly buil-. 
deth himfelfe an houfe or neaft on the top of Harrow ome 


Shab fil Duflin-dale with flenghtered bodies 
The Rebels voderftanding pres 


diction, concerning the victory wherein they themfelues . 


fhould bee Agents and not Patients, (as.afterward their 


owne ruine did truely interpret it)and dreaming the filling | 


vp of the Daffin. dale to be intendyd of other mens dead 
bodies, and not.their owne, where thereby incited: with: 
furious courage.vnto the hazard of the kingdome and their. 


‘native Country, vntill their owne mangled and flaughtered 


carcafes became butchered fpectacles,. aad bloody: monu-: 
ments of fuch illufion and impofture. 


How many other fearefull and horrid treafons hous bin: 


buile and grounded vpen other the like prodigious impo-. 


{tures ? To recite the damages and wrongs done vnto pri- 
uate men by impofture. in. manifold kinds, were infinice. 
What thould wee mention Prior * Bolton ofS‘. Barthola. 
the eight, vp-: 


to fane himfelfe from drowning 


What mighty terrors did the 


diGzions of ftrange cuents in the admirable yeere 88. trike | 
into the common people or vulgars of England? from. 


whence, what different diftractions in many. priuate men 


* Philippe de did bring foorth, torelate, were inft matter of profound: 
Comminess. Janghter, What: ‘tranflationsof dwellings, peregrinations | 
booke 4, cha i545 other Countries, exchange of inheritances for-mo- 
tmolitions did the 


Nation: for approach of that yeere diuerfly prepare >. Iwill not wafte | 
‘ihany more * particular regitals : Our latet ageand 
and vanity Of tine hath not beene barren of many wicked and-harmefull’ 


ing’ Pr 


nies, and'other ridiculous extra 


fruites.of impofturous prophecies, neither hauethey alto- 


written 
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with many other Iuglers and Mountibankes, by the re- 


\ 
_3yritteh in their names and chronicled memory. And al- 
though many impoftures (becaufe praGifed vpon private 

and more obfcure perfonages ) are leffe knowne and publi- 
fed thet {uch as are committed againft Princes and States, 
and therefore are more remarkeable in the eyes of all men, 
yet are they both equally in their natures pernicious. It 
were not now impertinent from the declaration ef the mif- 

chiefes of impofture in general, to defcend vntofome fuch 
in particular, asare praGtifed vnder the lying pretenfe and 
falfe colour of a tranfcendent and Magicke vertue, In ex- 
amples of this kinde, Reignald Scott doeth ouer-abound in Examples ¢ 
his difcouery. I haue my felfe noted and. knowne fome impofure 
men (I could fay fome men of the Clergie ) who to draw vader colow 
wonder‘and cuftome vnto their pra@ife in Phy ficke(where- 
in Sacriligiowfly they {pend their beft and chiefe timeand c.f 
howers, with open negle& of God and his fernice.) I~ 
_ know fome I fay, who are not afhamed prophanely and 

moft irreligionfly, to affe& among vulgars, to.gaine-the 
opinion of skill in Coniuration, Magicke ,-and Diuell- 

By this impofturous Artor device many yeeres toge- | 
ther (not among men Religious, Orthodoxe, oriudiciouf- == 
ly learned) but among vulgars, andfometimesaifoamong 
thily magnified Phyfitions, aboue other farre more wor- 
thy, and performing fometimes, fome things praife yor. 
thy (as is oft-times contingent vnto the meaneft praGi-— 
fers) they ftill:gaine counténancé, and time to robbé God 

of the firft fruites of their'time, ftrength, arid labours; and. 
the Chorch of their more requifite maine ftudy and im- - 
ployment. Itis not vnknowne how common it is among — 
thefe men, to profeffe the ereing of figures; the giuing of 
anfweres as Wizards, the centalihg of things hidden, as 
Magitians, vnto the great difhonour of God, the fname of ~~ 
the Church, the Lawes and Kingdome. How vfuall itis — 
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putation of Witches to and vn- 
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dettake miraculous curations, and Prognoftications of 
difeafes and their iffues, is not vnknowne vnto any com- 
mon obferner.: wherein,-for brenitie fake, and to.augide 
confufion, and the'crambe or iteration of the famethings. 
Iwill referre the Reader to a former manuell, called The 
difconery of Erroncous prattifes in Phificke, where although, 
by reafon of my ‘abfence beyond and befide the Errata, 
many errours both in fome words and fenfe, doe {till re- 
“maine; yet there-are many things in this kinde worthy 
notice. Read page 71. the Treatife of Wizards ; likewile, 
inthe fecond marginall.note of the page 53. an Hiftory of 


\ 


BR ochat aChirurgeon, famous in curing fuch as were bewitched : 
Eykewile page 109,’ 111. an Hiltory of: impofiure, 


_ wader the colour and pretenfe of. the infpeGtion and indg- 
ing Of Vrines: and likewife, page 60. and from thence vn- 
to,the end of that whole Chapter. There is a very rare, 
but true, defcription of a Gentlewoman, about fixe yeeres 
paft, cured of diners kindes of convulfions,and other Apo- 
plecktike, Epileptike, Cataleptike, and Paralytike fits, and 
other kindes of accidents of affinitie therewith. After fhee 
was almoft cured of thofe difeafes, but the cure not fully 


Plurime  accomplithed, it was by a reputed Wizard whifpered, 
| autem pafsi- thereupon beleeued, that the Gentlewoman,was-meerely 


ones bewitched, (uppofed Witches were accufed. . The Gentle- 


audicantur in 


ag 


annos. Galen, 


feptemmen- woman hath beene free from all thofe accidents there men- 
fibus nonnul- ciqned, the {pace of fixe yeeres now.patt, | 


‘Hipp. Aphor, ; Inthis lait paft feuenth yeere, fince the writing of that 


We lib.3,Mor- hiftery ; fome of the former fits are * critically againe 


bi Diutiniad returned : the fame. Wizard or Deceiver reforted.vnta 
jfeptenarii ra- and enquired at, doeth now againe auouch her to bee be> 


witched ; vpon opinon whereof and truftin his illufion,the: 


timely vfe and. benefit of due coupfell hath beene much 
tii-quoad  mittedand neglected. Her difeafes which formerly, farre 


| menfes mo- exceeded thefe which now are, in number, frequence and 


| do, fed quoad yehemence, were in fhorter fpace cured ,-and fo continued 
‘indi@um  '¢ {pace of fixe yeeres together. ‘Thefe few which now 
Aphorifm, 06 returne , due counfell and time negleGed , though 
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being in number fewer, le(fe intricate 
lent, haue notwithftanding.a fatre larger’. fpace-of time . 


be.a 


zard in name and reputgtion.on Ldoe gefit and deeaie 
him) then is this Hiftory-an-incompasable;exampleand 
“inftance of the wickedneffe,.:. im pietic and.crueltic of im- 
potture and Impoftours. -Ifhe befound.a Witch, then is 
‘it_an.vnanfwerable, Diucls 


juggling, lying; illufion:and deceiving; whereof we made 
cerning Pythagoras realty in .twoplaces. ‘For, ia, truerea- 
indicious difcerning, it is as cleere.as the brighteft 
day, that no accident befalling the Gentlewoman mentio- 
ned, can be other then naturall., er farther-fapernaturall, 
theneither the Djuels credit with a Witch,oranImpoftors 
credit with deceined and feduced men. is.able tounehaunt 
_ perlwafion vnto vaine affianceinthem, Ereferre she Rea- 
der tothe confideration of ‘the Hiftory atiarge., with that 
which here is added; I will.only.exhort.alljmen.not to be 
-inthofe doubtfuil cafes, too violent, nor rafhinasking or - 
beleeuing vaworthy or worthleffe counfell., but to. aske 
it of fuch as are truly and godly learned and prudent, 
and not . of -Impoftours or. Seducers:, . confidering. that 
the confequence of rafhnefle., miftaking: error,and igno-. 
rance ; are no leffe then the life or death. of theficke, a 
putting out of the eyesand light of reafon, which God and 
Nature hath giuen.manto.walke withall. mthedarkepil- 
grimage of this life; a depriuation of due remedies which 
God hathallowed (while begniled with. vaine.and foolifh 
Opinion, with wilfull blindneffe, they -worthily efteeme 
‘Not, nor willexpe& his 
. Adluredly., he that, doth. gine vp himfelfe to become a 
prey to folly and iljuGion;, and led by-deceiuers headlong 
into confufed, vniuftifiable, vnwarranted.and inhibited exe 
plorations and trials, doth forfake the guidance and vie of 
right reafon, and in ftead thereof, is intemperately ayo 
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with impatience'of expeGation of due réfpe and 

fteemeof Gods ordinatee and allowance in his ordinary 
meanes, may iuftly feare that’ God hath decreed and de- | 
tetmitied; not onély to Bifpoile hit ofthat ‘common blef- 
fing which he hath promited'to-alt that duely feeke , and 


rightly rieaties al(o that ‘he leaueth 


Wnto the curfed »~path and-way ‘of perpetual! blindnefle 


hardneffe ofhheare therein ;-except- his {peciall arid ex- 
traordinary ‘didine time reduce his dzngerous 
‘fteps. “Forcertainly tie vito whole blinded eyes God doth 
Offer fo preat mercy atid: favour, as is plainly euident in all 
his‘ordained ordinary meanes vnto euery good that be- 
falleth maninthis'life ; and with’ thankfalnefle cannot or 
will not behold it; when tis laid-at his vithaukfull feere, 
isin defperaté way of a lethargicall difpofition ; or fenfe- 
Jeffe memory and oblivion, both of his reafon, and of him. 
f{elfe, and'of-Gods mercifiill goodnefle towards him. And 
thos the velinefle of impofture both by ‘the deftription 
‘thereof; andaifo by example doth appeare , wherein may 
be firft ene, how they that truft thereto,doe forfake God, 
themfelues'and theit owne commonfenfeand reafon, and 
giue themfelues to be fwallowed vp of lying and illufion. 
Secondly, if the-whole conrfe of impofture it felfe; is feene 
the’ continuall praGile of mercilefle impietie’, the vfiall 
wrong of the afflicted; ‘the belying of truth, the deceiuing 
the miferable ; the deprivation of the ficke, of the vfeof 
due remedies and meanes which God hath made and blef- 
men, that with praife vnto his name, patience and 
due dependance-Vpon his'proviidence therein, canbe con-— 
tented to feeke and ‘expec the-likely and hopeful! iffue 
thereof, in vfielfcourfe of nature. Laftly may be colleGed, 
and obferned ;the ve and neceffiti¢ of diftin&tion betweene 
Impofture and Witchcraft ;: nately, that the'odious and 
abominable finne‘of Witch-craft be not fiffered to conti- 
nue, vnregardedor negleGed’, Vnder the colour of vaine 
Impofture, and that the: Divell be not: fuffered to Jiue‘a- 
mongftys,too commonly, and toe openly’ ,:in the : 
on 
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and a foolif, Inpolter, or For.icer= 
_ tainely nothieg doth mor¢ hood-winkethe through Bifco- 
of Sorcerers, then. remisfenetie omilsion of 
quifition , and caltigation of Impofters,. out of whole 
-Jeauen (no doubt) bat diligent animaduerfion,. might oft. 
times bouls ‘out and Witch,» 


Hown men may and nature be sonerning feb, 
fieke perfor as ‘are indeede and: 


followeth now according to promi , briefély ly 
vato direion, how men-leauing co inquire at 
| and Sorcerers,and Impoftors,concerning the fick, 
to be bewitched, may-inquire and be better fatis-. 
by the light.of: Reafons. which God. hath given ynte:. 
them. Realon doth: dete& the ficke to-be affied by the 
immediate fopernaturall power ofthe Diuell,ewewayes 
The firft way is, by fuch thingsasarefubie&and manifeft:; 
vnto the learned Phy ficion. 


“This coneluficn: ofafuper-- 
thie learned and 


| 
ihofe things whichare manifeltvnto the Phylition aione 
are of two forts, The firft is, when in-the likenefleand fimi-.. _ 
litude of a difeafe, the fecret working ofafupernatural! 
power doth: hide it felfe, hauing no caufe or pofsbilitie of 
being inthat kindeornature, The fecond.is, when naturall.: 
remedies or meanes according vnto Art and dnedilcretion: 
applyed, doc-extraordinarily or miraculoufly either lefe 
their manifeft inevitable nature, vfe, and operation, or-elfe~ 
produce effe&sand:confequences, aboue their: - 
nature, the impafsibilitieofeither of chefein vivall oror- . 
dinarie ;courfe of néture;, doth certainely prooue-an.infal- 
libilitie of a riour nature, which affuredly. therefore . 


Witchcraft, 


worthy preferver of reverent antiquitie, Mafter Cawden;in 
his defcription ‘of Chethire; ‘Kath truelyitiferredvpon the 
mitactlous prefirfions,and préfapés;euer andprepetually 
forerunning ‘the death of the heyres of the houfe or family 
of the: Britrtons. Thefe ‘and fuch like things ((aith he) are 
done either by the holy tuteler Angels of men, or elfe by 
Diuels who by Gods permifsion mightily thew their pow- 
etinthisinferiourworld. 
~ Whenfoeuer therefore the Phyfition thall truly difcouer 
 amanifefttranicending power , manner, or motion in any 
fuppofed difeafe ; there isan vndoubted conclufion of the 
Author, Where likewife remedies finde concomitances,or 
_confequences: contrary to their nature; or fuch as neuer 
were, nor ever canbe contingent in courfe of nature: this 
affumption truly'granted, doth inuincibly inferre.a tran. 
{céndent force and ‘vertue therein never tobe denied. The 
Deéemonfttation hereof iseuideat. A proper caule is cer- 
tainely knowne where is dete&ed his proper efic&. Erge, 
“where is effe&ed oyght fupernaturall; there isinfallibly 
‘Thushow difeafes’;'atd the wonderfull accidents which 
in'difeafes be by the Phyficiondeteéted, 
according vnto the nile of reafon; whether induced by the 
How the guilt ofany man therein with the Divel( which 
doth onely convince a Witch} may and ought appeare , 
hath beene before ‘declared, ‘and fhall likewife hereafter.be - 
‘Ic will not.now be immaterial! or vnprofitable , for 
firmation’, ilfuftration,, and ‘better proofe of thofe two 
waies, which are diftinguifhed to be onely fubie@, and 
nifeft vnto the Phyficion; i the deteGion of the. fecret 


workes of Ditiels and Witches in diftafes ; one 

| , OT Both.” 
| Concerning the firlt, Fernelivs inv his 2. booke De Abd. 

cadfisjchap. 1 6.delivereth a hiftery yong man ofa 


noble family, who was by a violdnt convalfion in 
Roo a ordinary 
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-wherethe caufe, with any: fafficienrreafon; might 


Behold very pregnant inducements of the the: 
Diuell, thoduing.in-the difeafes «One whs thé incredibte've- 
lecitie of motion in the difeafed, impofsible “vate the 
force of mans the other was’, forthat in all the fits and: 
convulfions , though very-ftrong and vehement, 
and vnderftanding remained inthe difeafed;i perfe& ‘and 
nothing obfcured, ot interrupted, which ddnvillfions: 
according vnto naturall caufeswas neuer feene:, 
-.The force of thefe reafons to evince thé_prefidence of! 


Diuell , in. the manner and ‘motiomofthe foresnamed! 


difeafe, the Divelt himfelfe did thortly. afferitaftifies detiaw® 
ring and profefsing himfelfe the Author-thereof inplaihly- 
expreffed Words; lo yaw OD 
In the fore-named booke and chapter. anothes3 
report or relation of aman fidainly fotprifed 
traordinarie fafhion:; or. fhapé of madiieffe of phrenfie >> 
wherein he vttered and reuealed things hiddes,and of pros" 
found Science and revelation, not: onclyabous ‘she ipitcr 
and power of natural capacitie, andthe ftimalationtheres° 
of in difeafes contingent,and the forgerit of faised 
butreally:in true andevpright dadgement and: s 


difcerning of a Phyfition beyond all quettion and excepti=” 
on fupernatuall. The fequele after madeitgood. Thele 


examples.are fufficient. vntomenthat-arewalt sand withy 
whom reafon:hath authoritis. :Iodoe ynadaifeds 
multiplication herein j fufpeding many vhiftories 
The pofsibilitie:of thofe which are heré-prodaced 
fide the vnftained credit of the Author ,2is.aperthy cqfir-"' 
med by thie holy Scripture, where, in‘the Ladatike the Di- 
uglmanifefted himitlfe: by A&ions ondly!proper.and 
M propriate 


ordinary: manner »Jong itintestonmented> Ditters feared; 


‘ 
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Phyficious remained ‘longi time .doubting? 
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propriate vatathe powerof aSpirit::. fuch was his cafting: 
the. Lunatike).into- theifice, and intothe.water; his violent 
rendieg and.tearing:-him, which-were:things by the Phy 
tioniudicionfly diftioguithed, in moft part impofsible vnto. 
| __ the power and nature of the Lunatike himfelfe , or of his. 
""The.man poflefled among the Gadarens, 8. Mark. 
Luke.8 likewile doth eftablith the fame, who was 
knewne.and {eenecuidently the Phyfition, how-farre 
| folely difeafed, and how farre poffefied beyond. 
il diifeafed-extafies by thofe vndoubted workes , and that fin- 
4 gerof the Diuell,whenhe eafily brake in peecés thofe 
| | chaines. wherewith: the. Lunatike was bound: fo that no. 
’ force thereof whatfoener could hold or binde him ; as alfo.. 
whenhe vttered. and fpake that more then humane vnder-. 
ftanding and renelation of Iefus Chrift to -be the Sonne of. 
a:knowledge as yet vncommunicated vnto mane 
kinde, and ynto reafon impoffible. 
Concerning the fecond way of deteGion, fubie& vnto. 
the.Phy fition alone, namely, when naturall remedies aptly. 
applyed ,; are attended with {upernaturall confequences, 
Contrary: to, their natures or aboue the fame, out of the for-. 
mer:Asthor, andfore-named place. there isan example 
allo: without farther ftraggling of vnqueftioned eftimati- 
On, .A certaine man there mentioned, ychemently burning- 
and thirfting , and by intolerable heate compelled to feeke 
any mitigation; or extinéion of his -heate: and thirft, in 
want of drinke or other fitting liquor , happened to finde 
an Apple, in the moifture and naturall. ivice whereof, ho-. 
ping the viuall thort refrefhing of the tongue, he, after the. 
firfttafting thereof:, immediately found (not onely that. 
which was contrary tothe nature of an Apple, greater 
burning and thirft then before) but had inftantly hismouth — 
and iawés fo faft clofed and {ealed vp thereby,that he hard. 
ly.cfeaped ftrangling, 
The reafonable doubt of the latitation of che Diuell in_ 
«-thifaire, harmeleffe, and vinall remedic of the 
| 
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with thetrue Difcouery thereof. 
Me thirft and drines, was afterward made more euident and may 
Me nifeft by the fudaine and fwift obfefsion of his minde, with: 
7 frightful vifions, whereof as in the difpofition, temper, fub- 
= ftance or qualitie of his braine or body,there was no ground 
5% orcaufe,o in the Apple it felfe,was no other pernicious mix- 
7% ture, but that the Diuell, as with Judas Sop, though whole- 
fomeard fauing in it (elfe, fo in this medicinall fruit, entred 
“and poffeffed, where God permitted. The like may be [aid of 
**) other both outward and inward remedies, which by a Ma- 
gicke power are and may be oft interrupted, turned and bent 


For this caufe Hippocrates himfelfe in his booke de Sacro 


morbo, de Natura muliebri,doeth acknowledge many acci- 
§ dents, as alfo difeafes and remedies themfelues to be divine, 
) as hauing their caufe and being aboue the courfe of nature. 
When therefore fitting ynto any caufe,matter,or humour in 
fy the body, according to true Art and Reafon difconered, apt 
"® and fit remedies,are aptly and fitly by the iudicious Phyfiti- 
on applyed, notwithf{tanding, contrary to the nature arid 
cuftome of fuch remedies,they hauevnufualland iuftly won- 
dered effects, is there not iuft matter of doubr concerning an 
voutuall and extraordinary caufe anfwereable thereto ? The 
_ + deepeand myfticall contengents in this kinde, and their hid- 
-¥# den reafon and caufe,the vnlearned man,or he that is not ex- 
> ercifed in difficult difcoueries, cannot difcerne, nor can the 
| 9@ intricate and perplexed implications therein, of doubts arid 
ambiguites, pofsibly become intelligible in every ordinary 
apprehenfion ; yet by the former eafieand familiar example, 
euery man may gefle and conie@ure at the moft abftrufe. 
The fubtilcie of the Diuell doeth eafily deceiue a vulgar 
_ 7) thought, and in the clouds and mifts of doubts and difficul- 
ties beguileth vfually the dimme fight and difquifition. 
* The learned Phyfition, notwithftanding poffefsing true 
, a ludgement and learning ; who doeth and can warily obferue, 
» and diftinguifh firft che wonders of nature vnknowne voto 
euery mediocrity of knowing : fecondly,the true wonders a- 
nacure in duc collation with nature to be knowne,doth 
| M 2 not 
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|| «higfaire, harmelefle, and vinall remedie of the to 


powerofaSpirit::. fach was his cafting: 
theifice:, and intothe.water; his violent 
readieg and tearing him, hich:were things by the: Phy fi- 
tioniudicioufly diftinguifhed; in moft part impofsible vnto._ 
the power and nature of ho Lunatike himfelfe , or of his. 
. The.man poflefied among the Gadarens, 8 
likewife doth eftablith the fame, who was 
knowne.and {eenecuidently .by the Phyfition , how-farre 
fimply.or folely difeafed, and how farre poffefled beyond 
difeafcd-extafies by. thofe vndoubted workes, and that fin. 
ger of the Diuell,whenhe eafily brake in peeces thofe yron 
chaines wherewith: the. Lunatike was bound : fo that no. 
force thereof whatfoeuer could hold or binde him ; as alfo.. 
whenhe vttered. and fpake that more then humane -vnder-. 
ftanding and renelation of Iefus Chrift:to -be the Sonne.of. 
God a :knowledge as yet vncommunicated ‘vnto man-_ 
kinde, and ynto reafon impoffible. 
Concerning the fecond way of deteGion, fubie& vnto. 
the.Phy fition alone, namely, when naturall remedies aptly. 


“applyed ;:are attended with {upernaturall confequences , 
- contrary:to their nature; or aboue the fame, out of the for-. 
mer:Asthor, andfore-named place. there isan example 


alfo: without farther. ftraggling of vnqueftioned eftimati- 
on, A certaine man there mentioned, ychemently burning- 
and thirfting , and by intolerable heate compelled to feeke 


or extinGion of his :heate: and thirft, in 


want of drinke or other fitting liquor , happened to finde 

an Apple, in the moifture and naturall. ivice whereof, ho-. 
ping the vinall fhort refrefhing of the tongue, he, after the. 
fitittaRing thereof:, immediately found (not onely that. 
which was contrary tothe nature of an Apple, greater — 
burning and thirft then before) but had inftantly hismouth | 
and sawes fo faft clofed and {ealed vp thereby ,that he hard. 


ly.efeaped ftrangling. 


- The reafenabledoubt of the latitation of the Diuelly in. 
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—withthetrue Difcouery thereof, = = $3 
thirft and drines, was afterward made more evident and mar 
nifeft by the fudaine and fwift obfefsionof hisminde, with: 
frightfull vifions, whereof as in the difpofition, temper, fub- 
ftance or qualitie of his braine or body, there was no ground 
_ orcaufe,fo in the Apple it felfe,was no other pernicious mix- 
ture, but that the Diuell, as with Judas Sop, though whole- 
fome ard fauing in it felfe, fo in this medicinall fruit, entred 
and poffeffed, where God permitted. The like may be {aid of 
other both outward and inward remedies, which by a Ma- 
gicke power are and may be oft interrupted ,turned and bent 
yntoaviecontrary totheirnature. 
For this caufe Hippocrates himfetfe in his booke de Sacro 
morbo, e de Natura muliebri,doeth acknowledge many acci- 
dents, as alfo difeafes and remedies themfelues to be diuine, 
as hauing their caufe and being aboue the courfe of nature. 
When therefore fitting ynto any caufe,matter,or humour in 
the body, according to true Art and Reafon dilcouered, apt 
and fit remedies,are aptly and fitly by the iudicious Phyfiti- 
on applyed, notwithftanding, contrary to the nature arid 
—cuftome of fuch remedies,they hauevnufuallandiuftly won- 
dered effe&s, is there not iuft matter of doubt concerning an 
voufuall and extraordinary caufe anfwereablethereto ? The 
deepe and myfticall contengents in this kinde, and their hid- 
den reafon and caufe,the vnlearned man,or he that is not ex- 
ercifed in difficult difcoueries, cannot difcerne, nor can the 
‘Intricate and perplexed implications therein, of doubts arid 

_ ambiguites, pofsibly become intelligible in euery ordinary 
apprehenfton ; yet by the former eafie and familiar example, 

euery man may geffe and conie€ture at the moft abftrufe. 
The fubtiltie of the Diuell doeth eafily deceive a vulgar 
thought, and in the clouds and milts of doubts and difficul. 
tics beguileth viually the dimme fight and difquifition. 

_ The learned Phy fition, notwithftanding poffefsing true 
ludgement and learning ; who doeth and can warily obferue, 
and diftinguifh firft che wonders of nature vnknowne vato 
eucry mediocrity of knowing : fecondly,the true wonders a- 
boue nature in due colacion with nature to be knowne,doth 
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The Tryahof Witchcraft, 
not tafily or ratbly with vulgars, erreorrunne mad inthe 
--¢onfufion of vaine.and idle {crnples. The wonders of nature, 
ate fuch naturalldifeafes as are feene in their wondred and. 
admired thapes or mixture, to heueagreat likencfle orde- 
‘edining identitie with fuch maladies, ay are inflicted by the 
‘Diuéll, The wondérs.aboue nature, are fuch difeafes, as-are 
trucly and vadoubtedly knowne and prooued to hane no 
confiftence, or power of confiftence, or caufe in fublanary 
Por illuRtation hereof, I will gine one material! inftance ~ 
- fitting our prefent time,that fhall apertly without exception 
masifeft the diftis@tion of both thefe kinds,therewith decla. 
ting the great oddes and difference betweene true know- 
ledge and vnderftanding in the learned Phyfition, and the a- 
mazed wonderments of vulgarsandiguorant men. 


tobde inthe bodies of many Witches, certaine markes or. 
excrefcencies which are vfually deemed the randevowe of 

the Diuell, whereby covenant hee docth fucke the blood of. 
Witches. Thefe excrefcencies are vfually defcribed to beare 


fometimes the thape of Wartes.and-Teates, or fome orher. 


fuch like tumours. They aremoft commonly found in the 
priui¢é parts. They are found fudainely after their appea-. 
rance, fometimes toVanilh. They doe oft bleed, and there- 


fore are vulgarly deemed, theremaining dropping of the 
Diuels fucking. | 


-Thereare difeafes likewife, like ynto thefe by Phyfitions 
many hundreth of yeerespublifhed, & both by ancient Phy- 
fitions and Chirurgions, as alfoby thofcof later times oft 
cured. That this be not efteemed wonder, or a fable, I 
_ will produce fome.of their feverall thapes 5 deferibed by (e-. 
uerall Authors, and will cite them according to their vfuall: 
names whichare theft, Thynsion, Nympbe, Cleitoris, (ercofis,. 


Morum, Allsafce, Ficus, Marifce. 


‘Of-the firft thus faith Paulus 
and 71. chapter. It.isanexcrefcenceor eminence, ftanding 
whites, By 


out from the seft of the ficih, fomerimes red, 


iy 


There are vulgarly reported among our Esglith vulgers 


% 
J 
3 
et 
¥ 
4 > 
> 
, 
| 
| 
~ 
i | 
” 
¢ 
5 
4 4 
¢ 
| 
| 


parts both of .manand woman 


white, forthe moft part without paine, the bigneffe of an 
gyptian beane andsof: the. colours:of: the flowers of 
Thyme. They-are found, Bith be,iin the prinie part of wo- 
cherus of. the Citie of in France, fometimes ove 
_ Of the Kings counfel] and: Phyfition.vnto his perfon, in. his 
-_fecond booke concerning barrenneffe.doth teftifie, thatthe 
. former excrefcence doth fometimes grow in fome length, 
fometimesin the hands, fometimes.inghe feete; fometimes 
En che thighes, (ometimesia,the thighes, .fometimes in the 
face, but faith that they are moft troublefome im the priuie 


Celfus faith in his firkt.booke thefe excre- 
& fcencies doe fometimes open and bleed,& fend out blood. 

Thymuon (inguit_) facile finditur  crutntatur » nonnunquans 
aliquantum fanguins fundit. Antonius Mufa vpon the, 26, 
_ Aph. of Hippocrates the third beoke -teftifierh by his ob- 
uation in diuers_particulars , that the. farmer. difeafe.or 
-xcrefcence.doth oft-times weare and vapith away without - 
helpe orremedies: 200 2 gain 

The fecond difeafe or excrefcence called. Paulus 
effigineta, in his 6. booke 8. chep~ 
| . afwelling or growing ont, of.a peece fiefhinthe fecrec 
_ part of a womanrifing. oft-times voto arivndecegt fathion 
-and a great bigneffe. Anicenggadelivereth the tame de. 
_.feription. Tiom.1.Fen. 21. T and lbucafis Chi- 


~ & 


The third, Cleitorisiis little: diffexent 

from the. former. by. -che@elggiption of the fame Authors. 

Auicen Fen. 28. Panlus inthe fore-mentio- 

_ The fourth exere{cence called Cerrofis the fame Author 
in the fame.place compareth ynto.a longtaileand faith, 
hangeth downe,. and iflueth. out of the part before 
_mentioned in women, and is curedby beingcutaway- 
The fift.excrefeence called Adormmhath thatname from 
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fixt, called. Albayce,from his likeneflevntoaBram> 
|  ‘pleleafe. Auicenme Tom, 1 Tract. 4. cap.20. | 
Asfor the fewenth and. eight Excrefcences, growing likes 

wife asthe réftabout the fecret parts, they-haue beene fo 

commonly in auncient times:knowne, that. the 
out of owne acquaintaace with them, hath made 


Dicemus ficus Cacslsane tues. 
| 


bia 


the eMarifce, thus sifowriteth Javenal. 


| ‘Of thefe Afarifce thus faith entonius Mafavpon the 
g0:Bb. 3. Weecall them,laith hee, crefts or combes, 

4 from their likeneffe vnto the-combe of a’ Cocke,which faith 

“he, if they beenot in time. cut away, and cured by a&uall 

-cauteries, they. areneuer cured at all. Thus much concer~ 

ning thefe difeafes, out of learned Authors. Let vs now 

 .gonfider thefe naturall difeafes, which are called wonders 

“ature, ( becaule not ‘ordinarily or vulgariy feene ) 

t markes of ‘Witches or difeafes, and excrefcencies 

= tedand caufed by the Diuell in Witches,which (there- 

| eit necdes be wondersaboue-nature.) Letvs (I fay) 

compare them togsethegpthe one with the other. Their 

exceeding neere neighbour-hood ‘and likeneffe, nocom- 

«mon vnderftanding,as they aredefcribed truely and liuely, 
for the other, is vesycafie, but yet dangerous a 
pernicious. I will not denié@gainft due teftimonies, and 
the free confeffions of thé Witches themfelues, that fuch 

~-markes may bee by the Diuell vpon conenant made, in 

| > “way ef an hellith facrament, betweene the Diuell and the 
, Witch : but where the confefsion of the Witch her felfe, — 

being free from iuft exception doeth not appeare, nor the 

Pinel to any. fpectatours, decth thew himfelfe in the 
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of fucking, which hee nener docth’{ as my incredulous 
thoughts perfwade my felfe ) where I fay, thefe appeare 
nottobe manifeft without fraude,there.it is requifitesand 
neceffary, that either wee difcharge the Diuell, and acquit 
 himof the flander, or elfe difcover it by fome other figne 
@rnote,which may inftly be appropriated the Diuell, 
_ that his finger or guilt hath beene therein. bei. 
This is reafon, without which ought bee no perfwafion. . 
Euery tree is to be knowen by his owne fruit, faith our Sa-_ 
-wiour, Therefore the dinell be knowne by the workes, . 
and fruites.of a Diuell, proper and belonging vnto him. 
Trie and difcerne the Spirits, (faith the Scripture) whether 
they be of God;or no. And how can they bee dilcerned, if. 
there were not fome notes, or properties knowne vnto ‘ho-. 
ly difcerning mindes, whereby they may be difcerned. Te 
is madneffe therefore, to fuppofe it poflible to know that 
which is done by a Spirit, wherein is no euidence, impref- 
fion, fizne,thew, or propertie of a Spirit. For asa naturall 
caufe cannot bee knowne, but by his naturall effe& ; fo is it 
that a {pirituall caufe fhould be knowne, but by 
€ fome fupernaturall effe&. For thiscaufe, in all placesof: 
Scripture,where are fect forth the outward workes,or a@i-. 
ons of the Diuell, they doe there likewife all appeare'to be - 
his, in fome extraordinary & fupernaturall note or maner. 
The cafting the bodies of the poffefled inthe ‘Gofpel, 
into the middeft of the people, wasa thing extraordinary, . 
_ impoffible,and vnufuall vnto the voluntary motion of men 
alone. The bringing of fire from Heauen to deuoure fo | 
_ many of obs theepe, wasin the manner beyond the natare 
vfwall,and-ordinary force,or cuftome of fire. The carriage - 
of the heards of Swine headlong into the Sea, was mani- 
feftly beyond the nature of their natura)l motion, yea, a- 
maybe obie&ed, that the Divelt doeth-ordinerily 
worke,and preduce things of feeming wonder,and flrange - 
coufequence, wherein notwithftanding, doeth not appeare 
any figne.or inprefsion, of any fupernaturall-caufe 
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ofWitch-craft, 
thour,asis feene in many things produced in mena 


ing from his vfuall tentations of men. 

The anfwere is, that the Diuell doeth worke: vpon man, 
two wayes. 

The firftis, Saeeddecely by the temptings, and folici- 
ting only of man vnto workes,which properly are affe&ed 


by manhimfelfe, in the vfuall courfe and ener of mans 


nature. 


The fecondi is, immediately by his owne proper 


as hee is a Spirit,and immediately worketh i in himfelfe, the 


worke of a Spirit. 
In the firft, the Diuell is not properly faid to worke in 


himfelfe, but.rather to giue and offer occafion vntothe — 
difpofition and affections of man, thereby exciting, and 


tempting man vnto that worke,which therefore onely car- 
ricth the ftampe of a worke, proper vnto a man. 


In the fecond,the Diuell worketh immediately himfelfe, 

as he isa Spirit, and in that worke therefore muft necefla- 
rily likewife bee feene, and appeare the ftampe of a Spirit, 
fince.in the courfe and order of all things created whatfo- 


euer, the true and immediate caufe, his immediate true 
and proper effeG, is the fole:true infallible ftampe, eui- 
dence, and proofe thereof, 

The workes therefore,which are efieemed the 
Diuels;in regard of his tentations,and incitations of man, 
vnto foolith, wicked, and oft wondered mifchicuous a@i- 
ons, are onely and truely called diuclith, as proceeding 
from the Diuels inftigation onely, but are not truely or 


properly, or immediately any workes of the Diuell, and 


therefore itis not requifite, that infuch workes of the Di- 


uell,vnproperly called his,there fhould appeare any fi ignes, | 


proper vnto the workes of aSpiritorDivell, 


Since then it is infallible, that there can bee no. potsible 
 difcouery of any canfe whatfoever, naturall, or fuperna- 


turall, but by fuch accidents, effeG&s, or properties as pro- 


- perly belong, or iffue from that caufe, and fince proper 


appearing, doe difcouer their, canfes more 
| cleerely, 
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 dleérely, where they appeare more ¢cleere, ahd more 6b- 

fcurcly, wherethey doe appeate more‘ab(ture and nothitig 
 vatall, where they appeare:not Sineéd @ythis istrue, 
and neuer tobe infringed, thofe fappofed Witches markes, 

beforethey:can and truely bee judged to bee by the 
Dine effected or vied, muft by fome ftampe or figne pro- 


Ty 

/ B 


per to himfeife, or to his workes,'Or to his vfe or proper- 
tie therem,be foderermined and comuincedtobe: 


The wonder indeed of their Rrange thapes, forme and 
is firfficient to amaze fuch as are not indicionfly — 


read, or are vnlearned : but the Phifition who knowe 
fuch difeales tobee in natute, by that knowledge of theit 


gatare, knowing likewife that théy dee not exceede na- 


ture, doeth imftly ftand apatr, and divide himflfe from the 


appropriate vnto the Diuell. 


_ vulgar errour and opinion , that they are any markes to be 


And hence appeareth the necellitie of conuincing the | 
-forementioned Witches markes to bee fipernaturall,'be- 
fore vpon their fhape or appearance onely , it-can bee 


efteemed iuft, either to impute vnto the Divell, orto call 
any man into queftion. Before they can bee pnd fe ed 
or determined, whether {upernaturallorno, the necefiitie 
of confulting with the learned Phifition, is likewife demon- 
ftrated. Of which wee may yet againe, gine another de- 
monftration within the fame inftance. Ic hath beene fome- 
times by'oath confirmed and depoféd, that thefe foremen- 
tioned markes of Witches, have { immediately after they 


have beene feene) fadainely vanithed to bee more Rene, 


The quéftion may bee, whether their fndaitie difparence 


after their manifeft appearance, bee in nature poffible vnto 


fuch like dilea&s.or fo. It is-knowne the Phifition, 


that many difeafes doe itifenfibly: grow; and infenfibly 


alfo weare and vanifh away, without any knowledge’ or 
notice thereof taken by thedifeafed. This therefore foltly 
can bee no note of a fupernaturall marke; whatfdeuer 
owne wils and preiudicate refolutions. I doe ‘prart, 
— chofe 


paffionate ignorants fondly difpute, to maintained theit 
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-thofe material. excre(cencies; doe in a moment vanith 
Way, without any precedent preparation, or altération ten- 
thereto; ip an inftantappeare, andin the fame 


t ~ 


‘moment, without any mutation or proportionof time 
ftantly vanith , then muft this bee granted fupernatura!! : 
nihil fit in momento, that is, no, naturall being hath de- 


af: finence or being, without proportioed time, beyord which 
nothing can bee really-or indeed-in fublunarie nature, whe- 
ther there bee in the vanifhing of the former markes, prc- 
portion of time or no, and the due antecedent mutations, 
alterations in nature requifite, who can truely indge, 
but hee who docth both. know the generall courfe of na- 
ture in all chings, and alfo the particular courfe, inthe na-— 


difeafes, which isthe learned Phifitjon alone.. It 
| may bee obiedted, that many common men inthe former 
markes, may as eafily fee and difcerne that which is fuper- 
naturall oft-times,asthegreateft Clarkes. 

For example, it hath beene publifhed by Authors. of 
note, that Oracles beene vttered, and articulate 
ounds heard diftin&ly iffuing from the prinvie parts of a 


i ‘Pythonife.. man that doeth know , or heare fuch 
q founds out of that place, can as dire&tly and as trucly as 


the Phifitionauouchthisto.befupernaturall = 
Tt was fometime openly obieéted , againft a: Witch in 
Northampton. fhire at the publike Affife, that a Rat was oft 
| obferued to refort vnto her privie part, and with her liking 
and (ufferance there to fucke. This was’ by oath and tefti- 
| mony vrged.againft her, and fhe her felfe confeffed it to bee 

true. Ifthe oath and teftimony of {ufficient witneffes,con- 

firme the Hiltorieto bee true, there isno man vnto whom 


this is not. apparent,.as well as vnto the Phificion to bee 
more then naturall...Hereto\wee doe anfwere, that al- 
it cannot bee denied, that many. things may cui- 
dently declare themfelues vnto euery vulgar, as vnto the 
learned Phifition to bee {upernaturall; yet doeth not this" 
frneth infome cafés, evince it true in all. cafes. Becaufe 
 fome things are not denied vntoa vulgar eye or iudgment, 
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it not follow chat ate 
Je is further obieGed, hat inehole cafes; Phifitions 
oft found deceined; as well as‘otheromen. anfwered;” 
that among Phifitions, as among’all: forts of: other men, 
there are many vulgars, whore, and may bee ordinarily, — 
and eafily deceiued, yea amoneft the indiciots andlearned 
alfo, who cannot fo ordinarily or eafily -bee deceitied, yet 
there befome wants and imperfeétions, fince no man 
inthis mortall life can bee inall particuler poiarsperRa: 


Notwith{tanding, this docth not excufe thofewhoarevn- 


learned, and haue many more grofle wants and‘imperfe-. 
Gions, for not confulting with chofe that hane fince : 
vaperfe& perfection of knowledge, is farre betterguide 
then innper fection, grofie and of Art 
and knowledge, 
- Ic may bee-yet demanded, what if the Phifiti tion or led: 
ned man, cannotdete& the Diuellin thefe named markes, - 
fice the diuel isableto 
no note or figne thereof thall at allappeares? 
_ Anfwere hereto is, where God: doeth gine vnto menno’ 
 meanes, no way or pofhbilitie vntotheir defired fatisfaQi- 
on, there they ought to reft contented, fincethe ‘contrary. 
is precipitation, and impatience: with God his‘géod will” 
and pleafure and vnbridled curiofitie, For as in other cafes, 
namely; ‘Fellony, Murder, all Lawe both Diuine and'Ho. 
mane, doeth forbid to accufethe Murderer,or Felon, where 
hath notdifcouered his guilt by any figne,euidence,or 
fe thereof; fo in cafe of Witch-craft, where: God hath 
not revealed it by any reafonable profe,vntothe learned & 
indicious,there hath no man warrant accufe, or challeng 
vpon fuperftitious gtounds, or furmifes onely.: And though 
this naderationbe iuft and fitto: be held;. where:God hath 
inhibited che:contrary ; yet it isno Apologie or excufe for’ 
negligence, contempt, and want of diligent:inquifition 
any other time, whenfoeuer ‘God. oF offer 


N “There 


> 
> 
* 
Wa 
+ 
— 
az 
Kee, 
u 
4 
> 
. 
> 


Jy, Whether thefe before 
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_AnGuene Rexeteris,, kes- 


dasineti prooue Witch at aii, but with fame limitations 
confiderations,. they dee: ablolutely and: infallibly de- 
| monoftratea Wiech. . 


to be fupernarurall, bee by ciccumftances, 
prefusptions.on neceflary inference, of reafon.proouedto 
be: knowwe, by the party, inwhbom they are found, that they: 


onbyithe Dinelithereplaced, 


they,-are: there continued , thaineeinedy, 
or prelerucd with the liking andi allowance of that-partic. 
The reafon of thefe limitations is manifeft, forthat-the Di-- 
uelbis.able to impofe diuersidifeatés, as allo (uch:likefuper- 
naturall:markes; or:excrefcencies, asiare-efore. mentioned, 
vpen| their liking: ot conftor:,. where God: 
doth fopermithin. Tis is enident-by the:Hiftarie of Jobs. 
vpon whonr the Divell brought extraordinary, and more 
then vfuall borebes, biles;:and foress beyond the:common: 
courfeand nasuse of thofedifeates; andithishe did-full fore. 


-againgiehe wall, anddiking-of righteous:Job. .Noman-can: 


falpetied in-that a. wherein hee is no: 
agent; butan.vowilling ‘Patient, vor can.-bee accefary'vnto: 
concerrence;.or confent with: any author im ifthat: 
author bee not knowne hia, or norconceiued by: him: 
to beauthor. Indeed; ifany-man be found fach markes,, 
who may beconuinced:to know them tobee of the Deuill; 
and then:tolike or to be contented:with them, afluredly by 
manifelt demonftration,: that man.is a Witch, if notby an: 
expreffe.and open, yer by an occult:allowance ofthe Diuels: 
poficiion and powér;of that partior portion inhim. Whoe. 
focuer gineth:any poffeffion: of him(elfe vnto.the Dinell, . 
either impartorin whole, doeth thereby renouncehisCre- 
ator, & by this on — isa Witchor 
Soreertr. There. 
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nply the 2ffirmation of a fuppofed Witch( whichis vul= 
gatly but not-properly called:anddeemed her confefsian) 
thatthe Dicell or her; asalfo whether the 
affiematiomof a fuppofed: Witch, affirming herfelfetobe: 
a Witch, doe infallibly conuince that fuppofed Witch, to: 

bea Witch indeede s and whether that be fuf- 
ficient( deemed her owne contotsinn 
demne:her.. 

The anfwer is negative, The reafonis, for chac many af. 
ficmations: in: themfelues,and at firftview doe: feeme true: 
ferionsand fufficienr; which better and more: confiderat- 
examined, areoft:times even fenfeteffe and ridiculous ; 
-and:therefore iuftlp are-denied credit. 

-Andforthis caufé no accufations, whether againft any 

man:himfelfe, or again{tanother , wherein is no. probabi- 

- litie-or: likelihood; no colour or pofsibilitic of being ; ei- 
‘thenareor ought to be admitted or heard iniufticein 

Courtsof Inftice. And for this'caufe: the teftimonics, ac- 

culations, orconfefsionswhichby fooles, or madmemare: 
auonched, are by allnationsthrough the world: inlaw not: 

_valued, and reie&ted: The fame regard is: had of the affir-: 

_ mations and teftimonies of children and of melancholy- 

people, and likewife of men with yeeres and age doting,. 
or by difeafes.or cares.manifeftly: decrepite in their wittes: <_l 
_andfenfes: That fuch. viually walking: 
among men not: noted: nor knowne vato moft, ormany; 

except fometimesvpon efpeciall eccafton or triallof them: 
made; i isno wonder. 

- my felfe know fomelately. lining, 
haue beene very vnderitanding yet divers. yeeres: before: 
theirend., were with: age in their inward fenfes:fo worne: 
and walted; that although as.rcafonablecreatures vnto the: 
common view, they talked, converfed, conferred’, {pake: 
many times, and in many things with.very: goodreafon,, 


fodaine enterchanges, they 
N. 3. | neither. 


a 
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| neither knew-reafon nor them(elues,nor their owne names 


_ Inow know a man. neere an hundreth yeereold, who 
hauing in my late: remembrance beene an excellent pen- 
man, dothneither now know.a word, nor can write nor 
name fomuchasone letter among the foure and twentie ; 
yet hath he his fight good , as by his difcerning andvpon. 
hisview thereof, giuing right name and title vntoother as 
{mall formes and characters is apparent. His memory: 
fometimes euen of the fame things is altogether gone by 
fits;and by fits fometimes returneth in many things,but noc ~ 
in all, nor in any alway or certainly. Other fome have. 


knowne in their memory and-phanfie by:age fo worne,that_ 


they could not hold or retaine in the one fo much as thac- 
which very lately was.in their eye ; inthe other fo much as 
that which was in the fame inftanc almoft conceiued ; affir- 
ming things inthis confufion which neuer .were norever | 
could be; and dénying their fight of thofe: things which 
from their fight thereof they had truely before named of 
their owne accord; one while conftantly beleeuing and a- 


vouching whatfoener was {aid or informed them,though 


neuer fo diffonant. from fenfe or reafon ; another while as" 


confidently. denying whatfocuer truth wasfaidoryrged, 


though neuer fo manifeft vate their fight or fenfe. This is 
not ftrange in age, fince in difeafes it is vfuall for men 
fometimes for atime to lofetheir memory alone, fome-. 
times their reafon aione,fometines imagination:(ometimes 
part of one ;:and partof another; fometimesalls fome- 
times perfeGly none; and yet imperfe@ in every one. 
fometimes alfo isfeene (as Galenfaith) that a man inioy- 
ing. abfolutely and accura’cly all his inward fenfesof right 
reafon; memory.and imagivation in all other chings.befide; 


yet in fome one paiticular-alone and:inno other whatfo- 


euer is ever conftantly and without change void of fenfe or 


reafon,and as a very mad manor foole. 


- Thus much is alfo writrenby others ofmany wife and 
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learned not accurately iudging able to difcerne the 
fects, at firft, or alwaics; much leffe where theyarehardly 
and difficultly efpied, or by fits onely doe thew themfelues, 


earned men ; who notwithftanding in one particular 


alone haue difcouered them felueso be very fooles or mad 
- men: conftantly affirming themf€lues doges, hor- 
 fes, glaffesjand for that‘one follie neuer reclained, in all o» 
things being iudicious§ learned, : difcreete and folid. 
Neitheris every vulgar. man nor euery 
e de- 


How pofiible is it for thefe forts of people either to be per- 
_ {waded by others, or from their owne guide and vnftable 

_ conceiteto affirme any thing whatfoeuer concerning them- 
felues or others ? and for that canfe how neceflary is it in 
matter of weight and iudgments, efpecially of life, to take 
- heede of their rafh admittance vneoacculations or tefti- 
monies concerning themfelues or any others. Vato a con- 
fefsion:fo properly. and truely called,doe neceffarily con- 


curre three things. Firft,in a confeflion is properly implied , 
& vnderftood the partie confeffing to be capable of reafon,' ' 


becanfe withont reafon he can neither know nor iudge of 
himfelfe nor of his guilt. Secondly ,in a confeftion is requi- 


fice and neceflary that a partie confefling himfelf doth truly. 


know what the Law doth take & define that offence tobe 
_ which he doth affume vato himfelfe. For by ignorance of 
the law fometimes filly men fuppofe themfelues and others 
tohaue incurred the danger of the Law,where he that truly 
vuderitandeth the Law is able to informe him the contra- 
ty: and for thiscaufe the law it felfe doth giue leaue to 
-confule with the Lawyer, and withfuch as profeffe and are 
skilfull in the Law. | | | 
Diuines likewife generally acknowledge and grant, that 
there isa miftaking, anignorantly and a falfely accufing 
_confcience or guilt, as well as a confcience iuftly iudging 
andaccufing. | 


points 


And for this caufe many 2 man may take himfelfe tobe 
a Theefe, a Witchor other offender, who doth nottruly 
-_orrightly konw what Theft in his owne cafeor fome other 
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ther truly in themfclues:are,or by the Law are vndetftoods 
b: ing infomie cafes not knowenor agréed,among Lawyers 
thetnfelues. It is therefore fenfelefle man can accafe 
himfelfe infily of an offence*which he doth ‘not know ; 
and therefore alfois it.as voinft to admit fuch an accufation 
againit himfelfe. 
Thirdly, in aconfeffion is imply red and prefappofed a 
precedent manifeft offence or guilt either by faire evidence 
likely tobe prooued, or at leaft by due circumftances 
prefumptions iaftly fufpe&tedorqueftioned. 
_ Idoe henceconclude demonftratiuely, that if afuppo- 
fed Witch benot firft found capable of reafon, and free 
from dotage withage or yeeres or fickneffe ; anddoe not 
alfo know what Witch-craft or a Witch is , and thirdly if 
the Witch-craft or finne ic {elfe bee not vpon fufficient 
grounds either prooved, or at left queftioned; the meere 
accufation of fuch a fuppofed Witch againft her felfe with- 
‘out the former confiderations, isnot fimply or alone {uffi- 
cient to convince or condemne her ; neither is fuch an ace 
_ cufation, traly or properly to be tearmed a confefsion. 
And thus we hane made evident by this inftance of the 
fuppofed Witches markes, how the Phy fition pof- 
_ fefSing trne Art and: learning, 1 isnot fo commonly as the 
vulgar fort tran{ported intothe maze of vaine wonder and 
ignorant admiration, but duely and truly weighing reafon 
doth apart diftinguifh and put true difference betweene the 
wonders in nature, andthe wonders aboue nature. 
The wonders-in nature are fuch difcafes , as in their 
frange fhape and likeneffe, doe counterfeit fuach maladies, 
- asareinduced by the Dinell or by Witch-craft. Wonders 
aboue nature, are fach difeafes, wherein the finger of the 
_ Diuellisindeede and really difcovered. 
Goncerning the firft kinde (as here) fo formerly i in 2 
former Manuell? I haue briefely delivered , both fome of 
__ their generail * defcriptions;denyed by no man that in 
| Gienttime was; 2 judicious and 
| y- 
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Phyfician,, as alfo diuers of their * particular HiftorieS 
perfons of fome ficke mep my felfe. 
Of the fecond itis here needlefle to propoundany more _ 
particulars then thofe abovementioned, whichIefteeme 6, | 
for the generall illutration fafficient. In trucandrightdee 
cifion and diftin@ion of the one from the other, multipli. +: 
citie of confideration and circum{peGion ought diligent- 
ly attend the intricate maze and labyrinth of error, and il- 
‘Jufion intheir deceiueable likenefles, whereby the Diuell, 
for his owne aduantage, and the perdition of feduced and 
-beguiled men, doth fometimes cunningly hide hisowne _ 
workes and the diuellith prac&tifes of Witches and Sore 
cerers, fromtheir due deteétion and-punifhment; fome- 
-timesto iafnare the guileleffeand innocent, dothiuggling- 
feeme to.doe thofe things which Nature doth inftly. 
challenge, not as his, butas her owne, in iuft ballance 
weighed. It is moft certaine, that the Diuell cannot pofii- 
-bly mixe himfelfe, or his power, with any ‘inferiour nature, 
fubftance or body, but thealteration , by.the coniun@&ion 
of fo farre difcrepant natures, in the vnchangeable decree - 
of the vniuerfall nature of all things , neceffarily and vn- 
auoidably produced, muft needs witneffe and manifeftly 
 dete& the great and mighty oddes. Thisis. very cut- 
dent and apparent in all the fupernaturall workes of the 
before mentioned in the generall difcourfe of this 
 fmall Treatife.or worke whether-fuch as were declared 
manifeftrofenfe, or fuch as were euident toreafon; whe- 
other fuch.as were effeQed by the Diuell himfelfe , with the 
confent or contra& of a Sorcerer or Witch, orfuchas were 
without their knowledge, focietie, or contra&. performed 
by himfelfe. All thofe fupernaturall workes of both thefe 
kinds were therefore knowse to be {opernaturall; becanfe — 
they were aboue and beyend any caufe tr fublunary na- 
ture. Thelikethe learned Phyfician may certainly.con-— 
clude;.concerning difeafes infiGed or mooned by the Di- 
ucll. For it isimpofsible thatthe finger or powerof the 
Diuell{hould be in any fach a 
needs 


a 

. aod 


needs produce fome effet like it (elfe, where true andiuz 


dicious difcerning is able to finde the infallible, certaine, 
and vndeceited ftampe of difference. Thus farre hathbin 
briefely declared, how the Phyfician-properly andbyhim- _ 
felfe doth alone enter into the due-confideration and ex. 
amination of difeafes. (where is tuft occafion of queftion) | 
whether naturally or fupernaturally inferred. How vnfit ic 
is here roadmiteuery idiot for a Phyfician or Counfellor 
(as istoo common both in thefe and all other affaires of © 
_health).let wife men iudge. 
@ertainely from hence it commeth to paffe, that moft _ 

men for ever liue in perpetual confufion of their thoughts 
. inthefe cafes, and.as ainft iudgement of God again their 
carelefle fearchand negle& of learned and warranted true 
counfel,allcertainety and truth herein doth ftill fy. farre 
from them. For as in thefe ambiguities is requifite and 
neceflary, a learned, indicious; and prudent Phy fician;fo is 
it as neceffary that he finde thofe that neede herein aduice, - 
truely and conftantly obedient vnto good ‘reafon, tempe- 
rate and difcreete , not mutable vpon euery vaine and idle 
proic& to ftart away, and tobee tranfported from area- 
fonable,inft & difcreete proceeding, vnto vncertaine,vaine, 
and Empiricall tryals, fince wifdome, knowledge and truth 
are neuer truely found , but onely of thofe, that with dili- 
gence , patience, and perfeuerance fearch and feeke them. 
out. It remaineth now to come vnto the fecond way of de. 
ce&tion of the bewitched ficke, which was before {aid to 
confift‘in fuch things as were fubie& and manifeft vntoa — 
vulgar viewe, as the firft vato the learned Phyfician alone. 
Asof the firft, fome few examples haue been propounded, 
fo of the latter let vs alfo viewe other fome.. i 

In the time of their puroxifmes or fits,fome difeafed per- 
_ fonshaue beene feene to vomit crooked iron, coales, brim- 
{tone, nailes, needles, pinnes, lumps of lead, waxe, hayre, 
firawe, andthe like, infuch quantity, figure, fafhion and 
proportion , as could neuer pofsibly paffe downe, or arife 

_ Vp thorow the. naturall narrownefle ofthe throat, or be 
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Sicke people. 


gontained in the ynproportionable fmall:capatity, natural 
-fufceptibility and pofition of the ftomake. Thefe things at. 
any ‘time happening , are palpable and not ebfcureto any 
eye without difficulty , offering themfelues to plaine and 
like accidents Besiacnins, Wierus, Codronchins and 
others alfo, euen in in our time and countrey, haue publi. 


-fhed to haue been feené by themfelues. Some other ficke 


perfons haue, in the time of the exacerbations of their fits, 
{poken languages knowingly.and vnderftandingly, which 
in former time they did neuer knowe, nor couldafterward 
know againe : as Fernelins a learned Phy fition,and beyond 
exception worthy credit, doth witneffe concerning a Sicke 


manknowne to himfelfe.-__ 
‘Some Sicke men alfo haue reuealed and declared words, 


geftures , ations done in farre diftant places , euen in the 
very time and moment of their aGing,doing, and vttering, 
as Ihaue knowne my felfe in fome, and as is teftified like. 
_ wife to haue beene heard, knowne,and feene by diuers wit. 


neffes worthy credit in our * country, in diuers bewitched x o.6 4 Tres? 


_ As thefe examples are manifeft to any beholder; which 


Witches of 


fhall at any time happen to view them: fo are the examples Warbozyes, 


of the firft and fecond kinde evident to the reafon and 
_indgement of the learned and iudicious Phy ficion, and. all 
_ doetherefore certainely dete& and prooue a fupernaturall 
Author, caufe, or vertue, becaufethey are manifeft {yper- 
natorall effects. 
Thus haue we pointed out briefely, the dete&tion of the - 
- bewitched Sicke., both by learned Reafon proper vnto the 
 4udicious Phyficion., and alfoby common fenfe and reafon 
in all men. | 
If men mere at large pleafe to exercife themflues ia 
due confideration and prooefe hereof, they fhall finde more 
certaine and found fatisfaGion and fruit , with the blefsing 
and allowance of God, then can iffue out of the mouthes of 
Sorcerers and Witches , which God hath curfed, and-dif- 
O02 allowed, 


x 
"ad 
4 
¢ 
is 
Ca 
é 
t e e 
+ 
ig 
PX, 
4 
4 
3 
a 
< 
\ 


fal 


and i in hearts and. mouthes, the Dinel 
ofta lying Spirit. | 


Ivhath been briefely, and yet fafficient! y proned, 
that -Almightie God hath giuen vnto Reafon light, where. 
by reafonable, temperate and fober minds , through cir- 
cumfpe& care "and diligence, may feeand behold oe 
is trucly pofsible , or tuft formanto know,withthe _ 
favour and allowance of Gods grace, inthe dete@tiomand - 
difconery of the bewitched Sicke. Whofoever therefore 


-fhall contemne, or negle& this light, and hall askecoun- 


fell of Dinels and Witches, the openand proclaimed ene- 
mies of God, doe certainely relinquith their faith, and truft 
ia God their Creator, and their patience and dependance. 
vpon his providence. 

And although it may fometimes fall ont , that profpe-. 
rous iffue doth feemeto follow the counfell of the Diuell,. 


__ yetdoth itbehooue men to be wary, and not prefume, left. 


it prooue onely a fweete baite, that by a fenfible good,the — 
diuell may draw their bewitched defirous vaine minds ynto- 
aninfenfible damnable hurt. For certainly , he who will 


rather be beholding vnto the Diuell, for his life or health, 
then chufe to die in the gracious and merciful! hand of 


God his Creator, can neuer expec to participate any per- 


tion of faluation in him, without extraordinary i ae 


tance. 
‘Fhus much concerning the. reafonable difcouery of the. 


bewitched Sicke , wherein leaving toenquireat Witches, 


Soercercers, or impoftors, vpright men, that loue or feare 
God , or imbrace Religion or common reafon ,. may —% 


onght. confine and fatisfie their: defires. 
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VV E hane hitherto confidered,,how.theworkesof 
| 
| 


production of the works of Witches and Sorcerers, onto. 


Vite: 


Dinels and Witches, may, be both manifeft:to 
Senfe, andenidentto Reafon. They haueintheirdivers 
kinds and different performances.and mapners diltindly 
beene inftanced. Befides thofe. kinds which, haue beene 
mentioned , there may bee innumerable more, among; 
which are thofe who vndertake and are enquired at, to re-. 
-ueale treafures hid , goods loft or conueighed away, the 
werkes and guilt of other Witches, good fortones, and - 
-euill fortunes in divers affaires, diffeignes and attempts:.as.. 
alfo thofe who vrdertake by inchantment, to legde cap=. 
_ tinue the wilsand minds of men, vnto extraordinarie and 
vnreafonable defires or lufts, hatred or love. vnto , or a- 
gainft this.or that perfon, orthis or that particular thing, 
aboue orbeyond the naturallpower of refaftence,and the 
 forceand vfuall guidance of natural reafon, in the ordina- 
ry courfe of mans will awd nature: but they are allinclu- 
ded in the fame generall kinde, and common proofe of 
their diuellifh impietie, deriued-from the. wordof God = 
before alleadged vnanfwerably , and the true confequence. 
difference that is.in their diuers kinds , doth onely 
. arife from their feuerall fubie@&s, manners, ceremonies,and 
rites, according to their fewerall differiag contracts with 
the Diuell : fome vfing in their workes, revelations, or 0. 
raculous anfweres, of the demandof reforting peoplein 
onemanner, fafhion, céremonie, gefture, and:rite 5. fome 
another, and fome in noneat all, certaine, or Vicharge- 
Concerning thefe ceremon 


ies, with their fenerall.con- 


a 

ing 
> 

~ 


* « 


- traéts, andthe manners thereof , I will not write, partly; 
becanfe in this place not much material; partly, becaufe 
they are difficult to dete& , except by the Witches owne 

free confeffion, which happeneth very rare andfeldome ; 


partly, becaufe they tend more to the fatisfaGion of curi- 


ofitié then of vfe, and therefore are not without fome 
danget'publifhed.’ Ichath now beene manifeft by the word 


__, atid month of God, ‘vnto the reafon of man, how a Witch - 


Sorcerer may evidently appeare vnto right Reafon; 
namely by his voluntary vndertaking to bee enquired at, 
for knowledge and reuelation of fuch things as are hidden 
by God from all knowledge of men, and are folely and 
properly in the knowledge of Spirits,as hath beene by lear- 
ned Authorsandbyreafondeclared. 
The reuelation being found fupernatural!l,doth difcouer 
the fupernaturall Agent or Anthor the Diuell, whofe pro- 
per a& whatfoener man docth vndertake in part, or in 


~  .whole,muft neceflarily buy or borrow from him,and there- 


by be conninced vndoubtedly of contra& with him. 
We haue produced diners-forts of noted PraGtifers like- 
wile ofethis inhibited contraé, both in the holy Scripture 
-expreflely nominated; and alfo by their ordinarie common 
cuftome herein obferued in feuerall kindes. 
“Concerning them all, we will conclude.as a corallary vri- | 
to all chat went before,with the teftimonie and confirmati- 
on of Lucins Apuleins, that famous;expert,& learned Ma- 
-gician,in his booke de e4ureo Afino, from hisfong proofe 
and acquaintance with the Diuell + Demones { faith hee ) 
prafident Augurss, eAru/piciis, oraculis, eMagorum mira- 
cults, that is) the Diuels are chiefe prefidents, haue chiefe 
power or authoritie, arechiefe Maifters, Guides, or Rulers 
over Divination, or revelation by'the fignes taken in fly- - 
Ing of fowles, of diuination’by infpe@ion of the entralls 
of beafts, of Oracles, and of ail the miracles or miraculous 
workes of Magicians. They that will not beleeue the holy — 
Scripture, nor the teftimony' of fo many men and 
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the I Diuell is the fole of: vaine 


uclations, diuinations and workes, let them cred the. Ma- | 


his owne mouth. 
As we haue hitherto viewed, how Witch-crafe aud Wite. 


ches may bee, firft, by fenfe manifett! y dete&ted,: fecondly, 


by reafon evidently conuicted : foletvs new confider,how 


a may bee both produced vnto the barre of: Juftice, and: 
bee arraigned and condemned of manifett high Freafon a- 


gainft Almighty God, and.of combination. with 
and profefled enemy the Diuéll.. 


Concerning the firft, fince it chiekely confifteth i in that 
is manifeft vntothe outward fenfe, ifthe witneflesof 
the manifeft magicall and: fupernaturall a@,be fabftantiall, 
fufficient, able to iudge; free from exception of mal ice;pars 
tialitie, diftraction, folly ; and if by conference & counfell 
with learned men, religioufly and: induftrioufly. exereifed, 
in iudging in thofe affaires, there bee inftly deemed node- , — 


ception of fenfe, miftaking of reafon or imagination, 1 fee 


notrue caufe, why it fhould deferue an * Jenoramus; Or nO? fune commus 


bee reputed a true Bill, worthy to bee inquired, asia cafe fit nis fori, Per- 


and mature for the fame due triall, which Iuftice,; Law, and tinent ad fo- 
rum Ecclefi- 


 equitie haue ordained in. common vate all other rightfoll afticum quas 


hearings and proceedings by witneffe and teftimonie, renus fant 


though it is likely to prooue a rare plea or.caufe,becanfe in Heretici 


reafon not too frequently to bee found, and farre leffe * in tinent ad fo~ : 


rum feculare 
it felfe common or vfuall, then is vulgarly reputed. Ic 


‘might notwithf{tanding, haply bee more: oft if perpe- 


mare diligently according to.reafon inquired. trant in-ho< 
The fecond kinde of Witch by evidence of ere ditto. <i aut 
al anima: 


uered, is fatre more frequent then the firft, as appeareth 
by the varietie and multitude of names, whichit hath bran- ¢14..’ - pa 
ded vponit, and the dinerfitie of kindes.and fafhions which 


wt-hath put on. Ic is likewile more eafily * 


plus 


prooued. 
P tribuunt epee! 


A (upernaturall revelation being ma- ration’ Das 


nifent ( left prepofteroufly wee haply call a furmifed, oF monum, 


fufpected offender into queition, before avy offence Binsfeldius, 
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be apparent orknowne swhich is anvnivftiniuryandwors | 


thy of rebuke and fhame with God and iuft men ) a fuper- 


“naturall revelation (I fay ) being manifeft, any mans guilty 


contract therein is prooued, his vndertaking to.bee en- 
quited atthercin. 

‘That vndertaking likwife is eafily knowne bedifcomered 
by thofe that haue inquired. The foundation of this way 


of inueftigation of this Witch or Sorcerer, 1s the Word of 
Godrit felfe:before recited, and iuft and true reafon buile 


thereupon, cannot fall or be thaken. 
Thus hauing brought thefe prifoners to the Barre, z 
there arreft any farther progrefle,and leaue them to Iu ftice, 


tothe decree and fentence of the reverend, graue, and 


learned Iudge, and fo proceede the third promifed way of 
inueftigation, and inquifition of Witches and Sorcerers, 


according to likely prefumprion, probable and artificialt 
coniectare. 
Bur before-wee arriue vpon that point, itis neceflarie, 
that firflhamateriall obieGion bee fatisfied. That is, in the 
‘forementioned Iudgement of fupernaturall workes of Sor- 
_cery manifeft to fenfe, how canany true teftimony or wit- 
_ nefle be required or expe&ed, fince doubt is made whether 
really or truely, or deluforily and.in feeming onely, many 


or mok things of that kinde, are feene or heard ?' Hereto 
isanfwered : Asa true fubftance is feene not of it felfe fim- 
ply, but in and by the outward true figne, fhape, proporti- 


coloars, and-dimenfion inherent therein, and infepa- 


rable there-from; fo the true likeneffe, refemblance and — 
pourtraiture of that fub{tance, when feparated from that 


fubfiance, isas truely and as really feene. Therefore, ex: 


perience doeth fhew vs, that the fame eye which faw the 


_fhape, proportion, and figure, together with the true fub-- 
ftance,-doeth as perfe&ly both fee and know it, when itis 


fromthe fubf{tance by the Art ofthe Painter. 
As in the true miracles of God, wrought by the hand of 
his. feruant CMofes, the true and vndoubted fubftance of a 


created Serpent , was feene when it was changed 


from 
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froma rodde, by the outward proper and inherentthape s 

foas truely was an outward ponrtraiture end likenefle of 
Serpents feene, in the falfe mitacle of 
mutation of the Sorcerers roddes. For how:could religion 
or reafon condemne thofe miracles of the Diuell for illufis 
ons, if the liuely refemblance of miraclesa ‘ing mani- 
feftly vnto the eye, had notthereby: niadle them: knowne ? 
For an example, or illuftration, how is a iugpling ‘deceit 
knowne but by the eye? The fight is {aid tobee decei 

_ therein. Therefore it doeth fee that which doeth deceiue. 
Reafon likewife comparing that which was feene, with that 


 whiclris not feerie; that is; the counterfait with the true 


fubfance , doeth prooue the connterfaic'the prefent:ob- 
ie& of the fight. The fame eyestherefore that faw, inthe 


true miracles of CMofes , the fubftance of a Serpent by 


the true infeparable inherent fhape, faw likewile the true 
image and piure of a Serpent, in tlic falfe and feeming 
miracles of the Enchaunters of Egypt.” The:teltimony 
@f the prefentation of both vnto the eye, is as true as 

crueth it {clfe; becaufe the Word of trueth hath faid ‘ic.. 
That the Divellis as powerfull as'the moft excellent: Pain- 
ter, to reprefent any the molt true and lively likehefle of 
any creature, is in reafon cleare, and hath beene alfo be- 
Therefore. true teftimonie may bee: truely giuen,: and 
iuftly accepted or taken of a lively thape,-figure, likeneffe, 
propertion, really prelented (by the Art of the Diuell): 
vnto the eye. All the donbrthen remaining, is, toput a. 
true difference betweene that whichiour imagination doeth 
reprefent ynto vs; from within the braine, and that which — 
wee fee-without by the outward fenfe. ‘This difference will 
be(t appeare by' an example. : Fernekins in his fuft booke, 
Cap. 14.de Aba: rer. cauf. docth make mention of aman, 
who by the force of charmes, would coniure into a looking: 
glafie certaine:fhapes or vifions,; which there would either 
by writing, or by:linely prefentations {0 perfedtly exprefic: 
and fatisfies whatfoener demaund cor commaund 
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and :knowne: by: ftanderssby.:cThis: Fernelins doeth 
 feport-that héesfaw: hinfelfe What'fhall wee fay herein? 
Was this Divelifh’ praGifea thing» doubtfull? Wasitnot - 
tamafy ¢yés, dinerfitie of beholders,.and the iu- 
dicious: View-of.a learned and. difcerning fight.. The hike 
reporteth videleet, that a fa- 
mous Magician of:Zraly in. did keepe the skull of a 
dead man; out of which the Diuell did deliver anfweres vn- 
tomen enquiring, when the Wizard had firft vttered cer- 
taine wards; the skull:toward the Sunne. 
Fhefe things being palpably feene, could: not bee meere 
ion.” Thofe are meerely in imagina- 
(with thofe men whom difeafes deprive not of their 
fenfe orreafon ) are by right: zeafon.and true fenfe, after a 
fhort time of their: prevalence, eafily dete&ed to bei imagi- 
nary: but thofe thi bings. which: are truely, really, and cer- 
tainely feene, temaine the fame for ever after in their due 
receptionof with — and vnchanged allow- 
ance of réeafon. 
manin dreame, though for 
a fpades hee'doctiroft times:verily , really, and very 
feclingly (asitwere thinke himfelfe inmany ations and 
employments; yet when hee awaked from fleepe; his fenfe 
and: reafon:dée tell: hint: hee:was but in a dreame. Many 
ficke perfons. likewile 'y(ually,, though waking, dreame of 
things fallely imagined but the difeafe being gone,and their 
fenle and reafon there-from recovered, they then know 
and laugh at the fallacies of their imaginations. By thefe 
+i fhort inftancesit is apparent, that itis not-a thing impofsi- 
if ble; but vfuall and familiar vnto all kinde of men that want 
hot their common wits, to diftinguith betweene thole 
_ things which are onely in imagination,and thofe which are. 
reallandindeede. 
sFrom hence we may then truely concitide, that apaintt 
| of Sotcerieand Witch-craft manifeft to fenfe, the 
of vnderitanding, and iuft 
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with she trat Difco: 


ought tobee no leffe equiualent then againft another Open 
a&s,or crime whatfoeuer,whereof the Witchof Endor may 
ferue to thut vp and conclude.all doubt forenerterein; for 
an vnanfwerable inftance and proofe, Shee acknowledgeth 
her guile and crime might bee made manifeft vnto Saulin 
thefe wordes, 1. Sam. 28. 9. Wherefore feekeft thou to 
take mee in a fnare, to caufe mee to die? Sani likewife 
himfelfe doeth grant vnto her, the fufficiency of ‘his teftt- 
mony tocanfe hertodie, verfe 9. inthefewerdes;*Asthe ........ 
Lord liueth, no harme (hall come vnte thee, for this 
meaning by histeftimony of her fa&,noharme fhouldcome-" 
vnto her. But here may bee obieGted, thatitwasnothis- > 
teftimony of her fa& of raifing the’ vifion of Séil,which 
the Witch did feare, but his teftimony of her confeffion of 

. her felfe to be a Witch, by promifing to vndertake it. The 

contrary is manifeft by the Text,’ verfe 21. See, thy hand- 

maide hath obeyed thy.voyce, and [haue put my foule in 

thy hand, and haue obeyed the: word which thon faidft 

tome. And thus isthe doubt concerning the fufficiencie of 
teftimonies, and witneffe in cafe of Witch-craft fatisfied. Ic 

now remaineth as was promifed and intended, that we riext 

view that light vnto the difcouery of | Witch-craft} which 
artificiall conieGure; probable reafon andiflikely ‘prefimp- 
tion doe afford, fince what fenfe and reafon hane made ma- — | 
is already 


The Witches: Witch: craft be | 
and prefiemption. | 


fon, there ‘iflueth a certainiéey of vndoubted know. 
ledge: foin things that carry onely probabilitie, diligence cugonesex 
doth beget. and produce verity. and * truthof opinion. Dialedicis 
Hence it-commeth to pafle; that he who truely knoweth, Aci, in ibe 


‘ 
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and right vfe of probabilities, doth moft 

his opinionsmiftake or errei 

secommeth ‘to that to ae. 
tell, degrees of dit igence;ftudy, praGice, and 

ofaudging in ita doe diuerfly differ, 

dome extelling other in the merited files and attributes of 
| fabtiltie , Policy; Sagacity ,'Exquifitenes, It is true, that in 
.probabilitie, is perpetuall * certainty:-notwithftanding 
-he that-warily and wifely weigheth it; cannot inthe vncer- 
fiar,probabile, tainty thereof but finde-more ‘certainty thenmblinde 
quod plerun-.and vnlikely-cafualtie; then in. rath attempts and profecuti- 
| Cicero. Bor thofe things which feeme moft: 
fikely and pr ble,doehappento prooue falfe ,-yet doch 
nature: arid reafon teach and ‘inioyne. vs rather to. piue 
etedit thereto; and experience doth manifeft that the caufe 
of deceptiontherein, forthe moft part,doth-confiftin the 
-weakerieffe of mans indging thereofiaright. Bor in iudging 
of probabilities; great oddes, foie things orely.feeme 
probabletofuchas are * wife,learned, expert,fubtill:fome 
vgto, the molt exquifite ludges alone: fome to euery vul- 
gares fometo. che chifeiand fort of Vulgdrs;and.not 
"omnibus, aur Vatolalls andi: thele differences, doth weceflarily breede 
plurimis, ahd miftaking. Notwithftanding, the vertue 
and force of probabilitie i it reife, . fimply doth not deceiue, 
plurimis, or viually faile, but as it is diuerfly and differently cone. 
i) atmaxime ‘Ceivedby men, that oft prooueth falfe, which feemed like- 
ly. Vatem bunc perksbimus optimum , faith Cicero, qui bene 
ipe- , thats, we auouch and aflirme that man tobe the 

Hip ia, wm beft Prophet , or prognofticator of iffuesto come or hap- 
pen, who-hath the power and skill of right 2nd truecon-- 
i Whatis-amone men: or more worthy to 

beadmired, then this art, this skill,this power? Who doth 

what fe, -alfo what benefit doth arife 
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anddemonftrate. 


the trat Difcomérie thertof. 
fovntothe maintenance , and iuftification’ofrightopinie 
on, in counfels and deliberation ? As inallother facultics | 
and {ciences, the excellencie and neceflitie thereof doth. 
_ brightly thine : fo moft apertly vntocommon obfernation, 
it doth proove.and manifeft it felfe in the two feuerall pro- 


feflions of the Logician and the Oratonr. 

The Logscian in his difcrepations and queftions, concer- 
ning doubts and ambiguities,by the diligence of fubtill dif- 
pute, fromthe light of prebabilitie, reGifieth the vaftable 


flu&uation of vnconftant opinion, and preduceth through 


mature difquifition , and raciocination, what is moft fafe, 
with truth, tohold, affirme, orbe per- 


The Orateur in his conieéturall {tate or queftions, inhis 


pleas of doubdtfull and contrenerfed fa&s, orrights,where- 
in oft.times probabilitie and likelihood , feeme to ftand 
equall and vnpartiall vnto both parts: notwith{tanding by 
mature, acute , and feafonable preffing, and vrging that 
which. 1s moft like, moftreafonable, and confonant with 
right, with law andequitie, in. the end doth bring into 
light, and difcouer , what is moft equall,vpright,and 
wotthy to be credited, or refpe&ted. What euictionsof 
truth andright ,. what conuictions of guilt and errour doe 
dayly ‘iflue from hence ,commen experience, doth prooue 
Thusmuch briefely prefixed in generall, concerning the 
neceffitie, light and truth of probabilities; it now remain- 
eth, to. confider: the vfe and power thereof likewife, in our 


particular propofed*{ubie& of Witch-craft, whichcom- 


mon fenfe doth not onely iuftifie (as in all other fabieGs) 
but the word of vndoubted truth.. Spee ute | 
 Almightie,God , in cafe of Idolatrie ,.doth not oncly 
publifhand proclaime his deteftation of that great finne it 
felfe, but therewith dothinclude whatfoever hathany pro- 
babilitie ofrefpe&, or reference thereto ; whether in affe- 
Gion and, inclination , .or in ceremonie or {uperititious 
thew. where he firit-for- 


biddeth 
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| biddeth his peop fo to imitate; or doe after the 

manners 

-theirmaking their fonnes and daughters to paffe thorow 
the fires Likewife Lewst.19. 27,28. where he forbiddeth as 


Gentiles; and afterward particularifeth 


much as the cutting of his peoples heads , or the corners 
of their heads round, or marring the tufts ‘of their beards, 
or marking or cutting of their fleth, as was the manner of 
Infidelsand Gentiles, in their mourning and lamenting of 
the dead. Likewife Dent. 16.21. wherehe forbiddeth fo 


_tmuch as the planting of any groues of trees neere his Al- 


tar, becaufeit was the cuftome, inuention, manner,and 


{emblance of Idolaters. 


As incafe of Idolatrie, fo in cafe of Witch- craft, which 


‘js likewife a kinde of Idolatry , becaufe the worthip of 


Diuels , Almightie God in thofe places of holy Writ, 
where he publifheth and proclaimeth his high difpleafure | 
againft Witches and Sorcerers,withthat abominable finne 
it elfe, doth alfo condemne as abominable; Firft,in gene- 
rall all kinde of thew , of affetion, liking, inclination, or 

re{pe& thereof ; Secondly, any cuftomes, fafhions, rites, 
ceremonies, fuperftitions,or gettmes from thence deriued, 
or belonging thereto. 

The firkt ismanifelt,Lenit. 19. ver/é 31, There the 
from their God Jehouab, doth charge his people; that 
they doe not fo much as turne toward, or decline toward 
Sorcerers or South-fayers, vouch{afe to aske any queftion, — 
or to refpe& them : and he giveth iudge- 
ment and fentence of death , againft ehactoule thardorh 


but turne or looke toward them. 


The fecondis likewife manifeft, Z/asab 19. where 
Almightie God noteth the faperftitious peepings, whifpe- 
rings, and mutterings of Sorcerers, and according to thofe 
gcltures,.dothwith reproch terme ‘themwhifperers, mut- 
terers and peepers's and: Dent. 18 verfe'10,11. he tehear- 
feth their mumblings, and charmings, and their fuperftiti- 
ous marking the flying of fowles; .and 


4 
4 
¥ 
2 
$2? 
A 
2 
x 
4 
4 
4 
; 
a. 
— 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 
: 
4 
Fie 


> 


thea tie , that.hewilnoten- 


si mise 


dure or tolerate fo muchas a friendly looking toward Sor- 


the re{pec given vntothem , or fomuch asa 


demand of a queftion ar their hands , -any inclination to- 


wardthem , any their ceremonies, rites or fuperftitions, 


yea, fo {mali a matter as their, very outward gefturesshow — 


 canreligious zeale , or the.duty of man toward’God his 


Creator, efteeme any of thefeyor the like, or the leaft of - 
them, ieffe then fufficient matter of probable doubt, pre. - 


famption, religious iealoufie, and fufpicion againft fuch 
men, as doe, or dareprefume to imitate, to praGile orvie 


_Asthe holy Scripture hath pointed out fome few ge- 
{tures, manners, and rites of Sorcerers, for an example and 


_ light vnto alt other of the fame kinde : fo haththe daily 


obferuations of fucceeding times added infinite more , 
which haue, doe, and ftill may encreafe, multiply , and be 
added, and newly invented, and put on new different 
fhapes and fafhions, according to the fancie of the con- 
traGorstherein, whichare the Diuell , and man pofiefied 
by him,in whole powers and will, according tothe nature, 
qualitie'and conditions of their contra& , dependeth and 
confifteth the variation, or innouation of ceremonious 
For this caufe, among Authors and records both: of 
elder and later times ; wee reade of fiich diuerfities and 
numbers of fuperftitious litations, dedications,performan- — 
ces, and a diabolical! folemnities. As therefore we haue 


-manifefted fuch{uperftitious rites,ceremonies-and geftures 


of Sorcerers, as the holy Scripture _hath noted and deci- 
phered ; fo let vs propound fome other by after-times,and- 


Some haue vfed in their intention or execution of their * be — 
 Diabolicall workes,or in the way of prelufion one kinde of 
* ceremonious homage, and fome another. Some doe ne- witchcraft, 
wer attempt nor enterprifea Diabolicall execution, but chap, 2. pag. 


mumblings, whifperings,and fecret founds,and words 48. 


heard 
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heard grumbling in their mouthes as Theopbraftus in his” 


booke of ‘herbes and plants doth witneffe , concerning 
certaine Magicians in gatherisg Frelleborus,and andra: 


a: and as islikewife vodoubtedly difcouered , bythe 
preat attributes that are by many. famous Writers afcribed _ 


yntothe Caball of the Iewes, and ento letters,charafters, 


words, fillables.and fentences {uperftitioufly pronounced. 
Galen writeth, thata certaine Sorcerer by vttering and 
muttering but one word, immediately killed, or canfed to 


dye a Serpent or Scorpion. Beninexins in hisbooke de Abd. 


cauf. affirmeth That fomekinde of people bane beene 


obferned to doe hurt and to furprife others by vfing only cértaine — 


facred and holy words. \tis apparent Jikewife, that others 


haue accomplithed their diuelith ends, by apparitions, __ 


‘fhapes, or figures, raifed or coniured into glafles; as Fer- 
nelins , an eye-witnefle,, in. hisbooke de Abdst. rer. canf. 
doth publith. Some power and vertue from the 


Diuell vnto their Diabolicall preparations , by certaine - 


inchanted hearbes, or medicines which they mixeandga- 


ther, fometimes with braffe hookes,fometimes by Moone- 


fhine in the night, fometimes with cheit feete bare and na- 


ked , and their bodies clothed with white fhirts, as Plinse 
reporteth. Some ate reported , to obtaine of the Diuell 


their defired ends or workes, by delivering vnto the Diuell — 


bonds or covenants, written with their owne hands. ‘This 


Serres the French ‘Chronicler doth report , confeffed by 


certaine Witches, in the raigne of Henry the fourth. And 


_M*. Fox, ia the life of AZartin Luther, doth make mention 
of ayong man, whodcliuered a bond vato the Diuell, 


-ypon certainé conditions , which bond was written with 


the yong mans owne blood, and vpon his repentance, and 
the earneit zealous prayer of the people vnto God in his 
behalfe, was redeliuered , and caft intorhe Church inthe 
view and fight of the whole affembly there and then being. 


Some deriue an effeQuall vertue-vnto their decreed Diuel- 


lifh workes , by hanging charaGters or papers about the 
necke, as Pisnsereporteth. Some practife to 
Diueli 
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| of waxeygolde, earth; orother matterjas Tomas 
in hisbooke de occuleu Natura withefleth.. 
-Holingshed, page 534. doth‘chronicle the execution 
certaine Traitours , for confpiring thé king of Englands | 
death by Sorcerous and Magical pictures of The 
fameauthor, page 1271, doth report, that in the twentith 
-yeere of Queene E LIZ ABET H, a figure-Ainger (as 
hee termeth him) being fufpe@ed asa Connurer of Witch, 
fudainely dying, was-found about’ hith’ (befides 
bookes of coniuration, and other Sorcerous papers or . 
CharaGers) the piéture: of a.man wrought out of Tynne, 
Some late writers have obferued, that-diuers Witches by 
fach piGtures, hauecaufed the perfons thereby teprefented 
 fecretly to languifh and'confume, as was lately-produed‘a- 
gainft fome late famous Witcties of Yorke-fhire and Lanta- 
fier, bythe teftimonies beyond exception of witnefles; Hot 
onely prefent, but prefidents in theirtryall and attaign. 
ment, Some execute their hellith intentions by infernall - 
“compofitiens., drawne out of the bowels 6f deadand muir: 
thered Infants; as Jeannes Baprifk Portain his booke 
Magia naturali,doth from his owne knowledge sand 
thereto the Afallens Adaleficarum with othérsdoe alfene, - 
Some praGifealfo. Soreery by: tying knots,as Sant Terome 
teftifieth in vita [Hilary concerning a prict of 
_ atcAdempbis. Some pradife Witch-craft by totiching-w ith - 
the hand or fingeronely, in thoit 
Sorcerous acts or coniurations , 
the skinne of Infants, or children borne before their times 
as Serres reporteth from the confellion of Witches, inthé 
timearid raigne of Henrpthe fourth deceRediSome for the 
promoting of their Diuelithdenices svetheminiftery of Perkins dit 
lining creatures, or of Dinels and (pirits in *Jikenefle 
_aschiftories report, and Theotritus in ‘his Pharwacentria, chap 
feemeth to credir, inducing there aSorcereffe; who by: ‘the 4.8 
power: drawe and force | 
Q, | This 


| 
ts 
. 


This not v teva, Witch,by: multi- 
tude.of living thapes, which the Diuell in former ages hath 
viually affumed, termed Fannes, Satyres, Nympbes, andthe 
like, familiarly conver fing with men. Some bring their cur- 
fed Sorcery vntothcir withed-end, by facrificing ynto 
Dinell fome living creatures,as Serres likewife witnes- 
eth;from the confefsion of Witchesin Henry the fourth of 
‘France deprehended; among whom), one confefled to haue 
| vnto his Diuell or Spirit a Beetle, 
Thisfeemeth not improbable, by the Diabolical! litati- 
ons and bloudy facrifices, not onely of other creatures, but 
even of meh, wherewith in ancient time the heathen plea- 
fed their gods,which were no other then Diuels, And rather 
then the Diuell will altogether want worfhip, he is fome- 
times contented ‘to accept the paringsof nailes ; as Serzes 
from the confefsion of certaine French Witches doth re- 
port. Some: Anthors write,that fome forts of Sorcerers are 
obfrued to faften vpon men their Magical} mifchienous— 
 efe&s, and workes , by conueying or delinering vnto the 
perfons, whom they meane to affaule, meats, ordrinkes,or 
other fuch Jike ; as is enident by the generall. knowne 
power ofthe Magicke cups of the inchaunted Filtra or loue 
draughts and as feemeth iuftified by S. e-ugaftine, in his 
18. booke: de Ciusrate Dei , making mention of a woman 
whobewitched others, by delivering only a piece of cheefe. 


of our late: Countrie-men haue obferued, fome 


‘Witchesto milchiefe or furprife fuch as they intend mali- 


cioufly to deftroy,, by obtaining fome part or parcell of 


their garments , or any excrements, vnto tem, 
astheir hayre,orthelike. 

_ It isnot to be doubted rhae the Diuell, that old Protens, 
is ableto change and metamorphife hts rites, ceremonies, 
and fuperftitions, into what new fhapes or formes are beft 


 fatable to his pleafure and his fellow-contra&ors moft 


commodious vies and purpofes, Concerning all the former. 
mentioned, although it be exceeding difficult ; nay, an 
— thing for any man to auouch Cuery of them 
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in his owne knowledge or experience ; yet for thar 
fome kindes of them wee may affuredly know and beleeue 
from'God himfelfe , who hath in his facred word nomina- 


the trae Difconery thereof, 


ted both * apparitions of the Diuel, asalfo, incantations, *IGiah 8.19, 
charmes, * fpels and familiarity with Spirits; as alfo for * Sam.1.2@, 
that reafon doth demonftrate’, that there may be many “3 a a 


more kinds, befides thofe named of the fame likenefle, na- 


ture abufed,. and divelith 3 and for that vnto other (ome, Deuteron, 


thecredit, worth and merit of thofe Writers by whom 
they haue’ been obferued and publithed, doth gine weight 
eftimation ,.itc may be approoued as-an infallible con- 
clufion, that wherefoeuer any of them. or the like, being 
diligently enquired after, areeither really found, or in ap. 
-parence or thew refembling, that there (with the concur- 
rence of circumftances , and approoued precedence of a 
manifett worke of Sorcery confenting) that there, Hay,ie 
ought to be fafficient & yncontroled matrer,or occafion of 


iuft fafpicion and prefiumption again the particular, in 


whom they are by iuft witneffes free from exception, 
ceGted and palpably knowne, pra@ifed and exercifed. As 
we haue now briefly recized and called to minde fome forts 
of fuch ceremonies, rites, fuperftitions, manners, inftru- 
ments and geftures as are annexed vnto that kinde of Sor- 
cery or Witch-craft which confifteth in a&tion:So let vs al- 
fo recite fome other forts of ceremonies,rites,and fuper- 
{ticions, which belong vnto that kinde of Sorcery which is 
conuerfant in diuinations, reuelations of things hidden, 
prediGions,and prophecies. Diuinations according to na- 
ture orart, as Cicero diftinguifheth in his firft booke de 
| Dininatione, we doe not intend or purpofe, but that ‘diui- 
nation which the fame Author in the fame place doth refer’ 
into a power aboue man,which he theré termeth the power 
of the gods, betweene whom afd divination , the Stesckes 
make this reciprocation, Si fit Diminatio, Dy fant, fi Dy fine 
eff Dininatio ; that is, if there be right divination or predi- 
&ion of thiagstocome not contained in Art'or Nature, 
certainly chat divination is of the gods, as'reciprocally 
| Q2 where 
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“sphere there are Gods, there-is: diuination. Here weefee 


-plainely, notonely the antiquity,but the dire& original! of 
divinatiogsand that they-do manifeftly derine themftlues. 


from Idol-gods, fron Infidals,from. Idolatersy * 
is farther evident likewife; by the gene tall current 


gnd..report of ali Hiftorics, even from the firft beginning 


and foundation of Rowse by- Romulus,jas through all ancient 
weitings and writers, the frequent mention of Augury,e4 + 


Extipicyzand the like doth plentifully witnede. The 
holy. Scripture and. Word of God doth’ teftific the 
fame, ‘Deut, 18..gerfeg, 10,1 t~'wheredivination by the 
_ flying of fowles, by che obfernation of times, and the like, 


are aeckoned among the abominations of the Nations, 


The. originall then of Diuinations iffving from Diuels 


€becaule from falfe gods, the gods of the heathen and 
Idolaters),let_ysfor.the better noting of the abomination. 
it; felfe,..obferue and.point out fome oftheir caremonies, 
i manners, and fiperftitions aifo,. -- 
»/Somein olde time vfed todiuine, as by the flying of 
fowles foby viewing of lightning, by monftérs, by lots, by 
infpection of the Starres, by dreames, per monftra, 
tents, fulgura, fortes, In Omnia, per Affra,as Cicero telifieth 
at large in hisbookes de Dininatiene. Some did vie to draw 


theit Divinatjons out of tubs,.or-veflels of water, wherein. 


to were caft certaine thin plates of filuer and gold, and o- 
ther,precious Iewels, by which the Diuels ( which Infidels. 


ignorantly called their gods) were allured toanfwerevnto 


demands, donbts, and queftions, as isby P fetus defcribed, 
and was viualliamong the «4 (jrian conieGors. Some de- 


rived their Diuinations from looking-glafits, wherein the 


Dinell-fatisfied.vnto,demands and queftions, by figures 


This kinde of Dinination was called where. 


unto. camé very necre and was like ssemeuansia. Some fetch 


their Divinations by lots, taken from points,letters,cha- 


tatters, figures, words, {yllables, fentences, which kinde of 
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| filly deceiuvedman 


divination is diftinguifhed by the na 
number vp euery particular kinde of hhape, wherein 
‘Diwination doeth throwde it-felfe, it would prooue a long 
and tedious voyag>, not onely through: fire; water, ayre, 
earth,and other farre diftant and divided parts of the wide 
- and {pacious world, but through fiues, riddles,the guts and 
bowels of the dead, and many other fecret haunts & holes, 
wherein as the inuincible Labyrinths of intricate illufions, 
the Dimell doeth fhadow and hide his fibtill infidiation of 
_ Hethat defireth more corioufly to reade other particu- 
lars herein,I referre him vnto S. e4uguftine,de natura De- 
msonum, and to Cameraréus,de Diuinationum generibus. It is 
fufficient that the trueth and poflibilitie of thele kindes: 
Diuinations and the like, with their ceremonies, rites, 
cuftomes, and fuperftitions; as.alfo their detefted origi- 
nall,end, vfe, and abomination, is efteemed diuellith by the 
Word of God, and his moft facred voyce, wherein vnder. 
thofe kindes of Diuination, by the flying of fowles, obfet- 
uation of times, Dent. 18. verfe 10, 11. and vaine gazing 
beholding the Starres, 47.1 9. he difplayeth and: 
iundgeth the nature and qualitie of all other the like, coue- — 
red by what. ftiles or names foener. The enumeration of 
any more forts, might increafe in number, and aduance cu- 
riofitie, but can adde nothing in fubftance or materiall vie. 
The reafon that the Diuell requireth thefe ritesand cere-_ 
monies, S. Auguftine doeth declare 4b, 21. cap. 6. de Csnit. 
Dei, Aliciuntur Damones ({aithhe ) per varia genera lapi- 
dum, berbarum, lignorum, animalium ,carmiunm, non 
ut animalia cibis fed vt fpiritus fignis, in quantum foilicet bac 
adbibentur in fignum dinins honoris cnuins-ipft funt cupidi. 
Thavis, Diuels ave drawne or Coniured, by giver kindes. 
of ftones, hearbes; woodes, creatures, words, times, rites, 
- Orceremonies, not as living creatures defite food, but as 
fpiritsreioyce or delight.in fignes, becaufe thofe fignes.ar- 
gue refpe&, worthip, and honour, whereof-they are very 
- ambitions and defirous, as affeing Divine: worfhippe in 
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fame purpofe (aith Binsfeldins Comment. vel Explicat. in 
pralud..9. Delettamur Damones fignis cum smitars Deum 
frudeam in Sacramentis fuss. That is, Diuels delight in 
fignes, rites,and ceremonies, as defirng to imitate,or to 
be like Godinhis Sacraments. 

Wee hauefummarily (wherein for our is 
fufficient competence) preduced fome few forts of cereme- 
nies, rites, and eftures in both kindes, that is, 
both fuch as belong to ' chet Linde of Sorcery, which con- 
fifteth andworking, asalfo that which isexercifed 
in Diuination, prediGtion, and revelation. 

_The generall rule and reafon is the fame,and extendeth it 
felfeequally againftboth. 

Let vs then in the eendieGon thus conioyne them both 
together. What man is he among men fo blind, who behol. 
ding in any man the former ceremonics,rites,prelufions,or — 
geliures, being fufpicious notes, markes, cognizances; and 
badges of Sorcerers and Witches, in either kinde,anddoeth 
not thinke that he may with good reafon doubt the ordi= — 
nary correfpondence of fruits,8& workes anfwerable there- 
to? Vnto the former prefamption, if circumftances of time, 
place, infiruments and meanes, fitting fuch divellith AGes, — 
opportunitie, and the like doe adde their force, doeth not 

i suftoccafion of doubt increafe? For illuftration and ex. 
my + ample, let vs fuppofe a perfon of a curious and * inqui- 
{itive difpofition in things hidden or inhibited, a man 
i ifeourfe of VOide of the feare and knowledge of God, a. fearcher 
Mevitch-craft, after Sorcerers, and their diuellifh Artes, educate among 
chem by kindred » affinitie, or neighbour-hood, with 
them hauing general opportunitie vnto incheation i 
" to that Diabolicall. myfterie, a man likely and prone | 
‘to become a receptacie of Diuels, expreffed by his long 
obferued ,. or -knewne flying from, or hating all occafi-: 
ons er places, where the name, mention, worfhippe, 
or adoration of Almighty God is in any kinde vied 32) 
of whofe curled lips hathat any time 


= 


crafe, 
man, an extraor- “She w:s 


{OCietie and come eafie and 


ifea frequenta- Gog 
S,forfaken & VN- his werkes, 
accultomed of men, the habitations of Zym and lim, bur being 
gtaues and fepulchres. This feemeth, Adeth, 8. Luke 8! equired to 
Marke 5- in the pofk ffed true, 


are both the habitacles of the Diuell 


- Diuels; with this Onely difference, that the Witch doth all his work 


wile a folitary folacing himfelfe, or accuftoming abroad (videlicer) 
oft, and vfnally alone, and vnaccompanied at times and 

houres vonfuall and vacouth to men, asthe moft darke Diuell had 
Teafons of the night, fitting the darke workes , and the her zny hurd 
of the Prince of Darkenes, 


with the former note » {ceming or profefsing to pradife Witches 

workes aboue the powerand polsibilitic of man, tothrea. “teed ane 
ten or promife to performe , beyond the cuftome of men, the raigne of 
whether in general), or toward any Particular. Ina diuel. Henry 4. of 


cation, firth giuen ; fecondly , apparent apprehenfion 
thereof exprefled by words; geftures, ‘or deedes: thirdly 
intention , or expectation , fucceeding the provocation, 
Karting our oft-times,or intimated by any rath, vnaduiled, 
Or fadaine proie@ of headie and wnbridled palsion: fourth- 
ly the opportunitie futable voto fuch an intended defleigne, 
time and place competent for a 


the ¥ renouncing of God; or volun tary profefsion of loue » Perkins 
and friendfhip vnto the Diuel (all which with horror fome- chap. a.pag 
tunes my Owne cares did heare, ina* woman atan open dilcom 
alsife,being there indited “pon fafpicion of Witch-crag). of Witcha 
| Letvs yer further confider in the {ame 
dinary alienationof himfelfe, from all f 
pany with men (for thae familiar 10n with Dj- 
uels, begetteth an hatred and deteftation; both of the pe fefle, char 
membrance of 
doth maken tombes and fepulchres. in the chis 
One doth make jr 
5° NkewHe Trance, 7 


fight, orreceiving from, 


gainit whom fuch divellifh thoughts are fet;‘any thing, 


wherein any inchanted power or vertueisv{ually hid and 
conueighed.” 


. After aSorcerous deede is thus certainely obferved to 


i proceede, we may then further with vigilant circum{pe@i- 
on view,whether ought may be detected, iuftly arguing his 


reioycing pride, or boafting therein, that Randeth iufly 
fufpected, or ought that may prooue or expreffe his doubr, 
or feare of difcovery, his guilty lookes, cunning euafions, 


fhiftidg,lying, or contradiGory.anfweres, and apologies 


Thefe circumftances and the like,though eachalone and 


finglemay feeme of homoment or weight, yet concurring 


together, or aptly conferred, they oft produce a worth 
from whence doth iflue full 8& complete fatisfaction. Veri- 
fimilia fingula [uo pondere monent, coacernata mult um profici- 
unt (faith Cicero) that is, euery finglecircumftance hatvhis- 
weight and vfe, but confenting and concurring together, 


they doe much aduantage. Since then what vertue or 


power foeuer, circumftances and prefumptions, doe vfual- 


Jy and generally vnfoid in all other fubic&s or matters 
. whatfoeuer, the fame equally and as largely, reafon.doeth 
there difplay and offer it this of Witch-craft : why fhould 
not the like praétife thereof herein alfo bee vrged and 
found,.as-likely and fuccesfull? I doe not commend or 


allow the viuall rafh, foolith and fantafticall abufe of cir- 


cumftanées, nor their wrefting and forging, not the con- 


duration or raifing vp of their likeneffe , and thadowes, 


without any fubftance or trueth (as is too common and 


vulgar) out of meere fancy or defect of true indgement, 
without thedue manifeftation of a certaine crime firftin 
Butwherealithe former circumftances doe truely and 

really occurres;ér of them, or the moft material! a- 
mongft'them: with: an .apparant vocontrouled precedent 


it 


euidence of anyvndoubred of Sorcery, and are not in- 


dire@ly 


‘ 
> = 


is 
- q 
ms 
oa 
j 
. 
> 
@ 
~ 
‘ 
4 
oe 
* 
© 
a 
“og 
. 
& 


dire@ly wrefted or guilefully extorted,but direétly proued, 


& fairely produced and vrged; what man inioying his com- _ 


mon fenfe or reafon , can be ignorant, what alarge {cope 
and faire fielde they doe yeeld to fent , totrace and chace 


the moft hidden and fecret guilt of Witches whatfoeucr, - 


out of their vtmoft fhifting moft clofe couerts and fubtill 

I doe not affirme circumftances and prefumptions,fimp- 
ly in themfelues fufficient to prooue or condemne a Witch: 
but what reafonable man will or can doubr or deny, where 


firft a manifeft worke of Sorcery is with true iudgement’ 


difcerned , and knowse certainely perpetrate: that the 


former circumftances and prefumptions pointing vntoa — 


particular, doe giue {ifficient warrant, :eafon, and matter 
of calling that particular into queftion, & of inioyning and 


vrging him vnto his purgation and iuftification from thofe _ 


euill apparances, whereby through the differencies, iarre: 
contraricties , and contradi&ions of the falfe faces and 


vizards of feeming truth (becaufe identity and vnity is pro<— 
_ perly and folely found with truth it felfe inuiolable and the © 


fame) guiltineffe is oft vnable to finde a couert to hid it 
-felfe, but rubbed or galled vnto the quicke, dothbreake 


out and iffue forth in hisowne perfe& and vndeceiuing lik. — 


-nefle. It may be obic&ed, that it doth commonly fallout, 


and is fo oft feene , that the hearts of Witches areby the — 


Diuell fo poffefled, fo hardned and fealed vp,againft all 
touch, either of any confcience, or the leaft {parke of the. 


affetions of men left inthem, that there.is no-poflibility, 


Or hope of any preualence, by the prefsing of any pre. 
fumptions or circumftances, which they for the moft part 
will anfwere with wilfull and peruerfe filence,. 


This is and may be fometimestrue, yet is nofufficient 


teafon, why due proofe and tryall fhould not alwayesdili- 


gently be made herein, fince firft experience it felfedoth 


witneffe a manifeft bene fite thereby: fecondly, the like rea~. 


fonable courfe and pra@tice is knowneboth viuall, fruitful. 


and effe@uall in all other difquifitions, andinquifitions — 


whatlocuer : and thirdly, the Diuell himfelfe, the Witches 
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nd Sorcerers great and graund Mafter, though of farre 
fewer words then Witches,(as feldome {peaking at ali)and 
abounding with farre more fubtiltie and cunning ; yet is 
he not: able by all his art or cunning, alwayes to hide 
‘owne workes,butby prefumptions and circumftances, wife 
. and vnderftanding hearts doe oft.dilcerne and difcouer 
them, as is by dayly experience feene and teftified, and is 
confirmed by the proofe which all holy and godly men 
~~ fhaue ever had thereof. And to this purpofe, and for this | 
caufe the holy Scripture doth require Gods chofen children, 
to fift and try the Spirits, whether they be of God or no; 
that is, whether théy be of his holy {pirit , or of the euiil 
{pirit which is the Diuell. 

Although therefore God for his owne fecret decree, or 
purpofe, doe permit the Diuell fometimes to hide and 
fhadow the guilt of his affociates, Witches and Sorcerers, 
_ from the fight or deprehenfion of man, and thereby ,fome- 
‘times, fruftrate mans iuft endevour and duty of their dif- 
couery; yet doth he not totally.or alcogether herein fub- 
ie&, or captivate, or abridge-mans power or pofsibility of 
preualence , euen againft all the power and force of Diuels, 
as ene our dulleft fenfes cannot choole burt wit- 
~ Could the Diuell, or their owne craft whatfoeuer, deli- 
uer the Sorcerers from deftruGion our of the hands of Sau/, 
who inftly deftroyed them all our of the land of Ifrael, 3. 
Sams.18.verfe.g.or out of the hands of Jofias,who according 


to lawe , tooke away or abolifhed all that had familiar 


Spirits, and Southfayers. 2. Kings chap.23. verfe 24? The 
extirpation of thefe Sout hfayers , by thofe Princes , was 
commended of God, and by his Lawe commanded, Lens. 
20.27. Thefame Eawe of God commaundeth, that noman 
be indged or put todeath, but by the mouth oftwo wit- 
nefles, from whence it is_neceffarily colle&ted ; that the 
workes of Sorcery are not alwayes hidden, but oft-times fo 
Open, that they may be manifeftly noted ; otherwife, how _ 
Could they be teftified, which ynto their condemnation the 


Lawedoth prefuppofe and neceffarily commaund 
Neither. 
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with the true Difcouerie thereof. 


Neither is this Lawe of God any thing difctepant from 

the commom equity of alllawes , or from reafoniit felfe : 

firft, for that many workes of Sorcery doe immediatelyin | 
their firlt view , manifeft themfelues tothe fenfe, as is eni- 
dent, by the miraculous workes of the Enchaunters of E- 
gypt, praGifed -in the fight of Pharaeh King of Egype. 
Secondly for that many workes are apparent manifeftly co 
Reafon, in which,though the fenfe cannot immediately dif- 
cerne, or take notice of their quality and authonr ; yet by 
_ neceflary inference and euidence of reafon,they arecertain= 
ly and demonftratiuely prooued to iffue from the power — 
 and-force of Spirits and Diuels, as hath beene formerly de- 
_ Clared , concerning both workes and alfo diuinations, pro- 
phecies,and reuclations hidden from all curiofity and pol- 
fibility of man. Thirdly , for that circumftances and 
fumptions doe with good and likely reafon call into quefti- 
on, and iuftly charge with fulpicion (as hath beene in. 
ftanced) concerning the performers and pra@tifers of cere- 
monious rites, fuperftitious gcftures, a@ions and manners 
vfuall vnto Witches and Sorcerers. Since then, as is before 
prooued , Almighty Ged doth inioyne a necefsity of tefti- 
monies , vntoall condemnations and judgements of death 
whatfocuer, and teftimony doth alwaies neceflarily include 
a manifeftation of whatfoeuer is ceftified, either to fenfe,or 
reafon, or both; itfolloweth asa neceflary conclufionvn- 
to all that hathbinfaid : that from things either manifeft 
to fenfe, or euident to reafon, iffueth wholly and tolely not 
onely the reafonable and likely way of dete&ion of 
Witches, but the very true way by God himfelfe,in all true 
reafon intended and commanded. And from this way it is, 
both by multitudes of examples, by experience and reafon 
manifeft, that neither Witches, nor the Diuell himfelfe is 
alcogether able to hide or defend their guilt. Diligence 
therefore herein duely and carefully exercrfing it felfecer- 
tainely‘thall not, nor can prooue the Laweot God vaine, 
nor the owne endeuour fruftrate of voide, although haply © 
difficulties and may fomtimes interrupt,as 
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“Thus beene made manifeft how Witchicraftis ditt 
coutrableby fenfe, andeuident by reafon ; likewife, that ie 


is‘no more infcrutable or hidden from dete@ion in the in- 
Quifition thereof, by fignes of prefumption, probable and. 


likelyconie&tate or fufpicion , then altother intricate or 
hidden fubie&s , or obie&s of the vnderftanding whatfo- 


éuer. For , although prefumptions are alone no fufficient: 


proofe, yet doe they yeeld matter and occafion of diligent 
and iudicious inquifition, which isthe reafonable way and 


due method of vpright proceeding and the'common,hope- 
full and warranted path vnto all detections, inallother 


cafes of doubt and difficulry whatfoeuer ; wherein I fee no 
caufe or reafon, why iudicious, wary and wife pra&tife and 


proofe, weighing and prefsing circumftances intothe bone — 


and marrow, fhould not equally, in cafe of Witch-craft, as. 


in all other cafes of iudgement. and inquilitions(‘though 
not euer becaufe that-exceedes the nature of prefumption) 
equally , Ifay , and as oft fhould not confound the guilty, 


and chafe:and winde out asfairean iffue. 


Certainely, if men would more induftriovfly exercife 
their fharper wits, exquifite fenfe,and awaked iudgements, 


according vnto the former reafonabie,religious,and iudici- 


blinde fuperftitions,traditionary and imaginary inventions 


and cuftomes, no doubt, but experience would yeeld and. 
bring forth in fhort time , a much more rich increafe of 
fatisfa&tion, and more happy deteGion in iudiciall pro- 


ceedings. 


_« It is true: that in the cafe of Witch-craft many things 
are very difficult, hidden and infolded in miftsand clouds, | 
ouerfhadowing our reafon andbeftvnderftanding, 
_  Notwithftanding, why. fhould men be more impatient or. 
deie&ed, that-in-matters.of Witch-craft, many things are 
oft hidden from our knowledge, and difcouery, when the 
famedarkeneffe, obfcurity, difficulry and doubtfulneffe, is. 
~a.thing ordinary in many other fubieéts befide, as necef- 


fary. 


ous wayes,, exempt from the burthen and incumbranccof 
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with the true 


firy vnto vs, and concerning which,it may be'no trues 
ly faid thar inthis life of mortalicy, much moreisthat 
which fs that whichis knowneand 
ted vntovs, 
Hence is that ancient faying ofthe Philofopher: ‘Hoe 
tantum {cio, quod nihil. cio, that fo few'are thofe things;: 


whichare demon ani nd-certainiel y- knidwne, 
that they até norhing‘in comparifonof theta 
and multitade of fuch things, are eithet | 
or obfcure or infcrutable. 
For to deny that God hath great meas 
knowledge in many things; were hor onely profile 
darkneffe and blindneffe, but great. ingtatitudes yea in! 
piety. Neuertheleffe, it were alfo as great fathity notte’ fee . 
or acknowledge , that God hath mixed ‘this ktiowledge’ 
with much intricate difticuley and ambiguity;;which nor... 
withftanding he doth in his’ Wifedome tore dP 
diftributé and difpenle, in feverall méaftires; 
men, according to their feuerall cares, » indefatiga~’ 
blepaines, and more induftrious indéaviofit Beking 
itins it: in defeG@ whereof ‘more'coninionly 
in ‘Gods detreed reftraint, Of fhatiires abiiuehce,, - wens! 


re * 


an 


The t0n diners erroneous. Wwayes: t he We 
Wuches, vulgarly receined. audapprooned., 


true religion doth truely teachthe true of. 
God in that true manser. which he requireth, and 
: fo fuperftition in an vhapt mealure or man- 
ner, doth offer vp and facrifice her vaine & foolifh’zeale or 
feare, Vnto her therefore & her facrifice thus doth Almigh~ 
ty God re plysWho required this.at y our hands? Thate and 
abhorre your Sabboths and your  Moones, ‘Ifa. 


The heathen Oratour fay, continetur pie 
Deorum 
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VIAL OF 5 


3 confilteth in the holy.and true 


fhip of Ged. Vutathe. aduancing of the worfhip. of thetrue | 
God, the extirpation of Witches and Witch-craft (becaufe 
it is the moft abominable kinde of Idolatry )is a fpeciall fer- 
uice, and acceptable dury vato-God, oes ately commane 


fled. by himfelte,Dent.1 7.3.4.5. 


In the.performance therefore of this worthip,as it is folely 


and trocly. religious, to feeke their exterminationby thoie 


meanes,, and. inthat manner , which Almightie God doth 
approue and allow - fo with mifgouerned zeale or feare, i in 
the ignorance, or negle& of the right manner.or way , in- 
confiderately tq . vowatra nted 
plaine Superftition. 
Iulius Scaliger, in his third booke of Poctrie , thus de- 
fcribeth. very liuely. the nature of Superftition. Superfitio 
fatisfacitadn notandums cum babitums, quo metusmaus, aut 
fime ratione, aut ¢é opera attribuimus que opera ne cogitanit qui- 
dem wnquamille,.that is, this word Superftition doth ferue 
to fet. forth fuchan habit-or difpofition of minde, wherein 
wee worthip or fo feare God,as is voide of caufe or reafon, 
or ynto our, owne-hurt.or damage, we attribute vnto.God, 
as of God ,thofe,workes or. things, which Almighty God 
himfelfe neuer thought or,intended. The word which the 
Greekes vfe for Su perftition,is abfur- 
da dinina potentia formido,that is, an abfurd, and ill-aduifed 


feare or of. God, which certainey is there , where 


In this part of the and of 
God,namely , inthe difcouery of Witch-craft and |Sorcety, 


as wee haue before laboured to finde out thofe waies which 


are lawfull, iultifiable, and allowed : fo let vs now briefely 
difplay the folly and vanity of erroneous and blind pathes, 
poioting deceitfully thereto ; that we fecke not fuperftiti- 
guily toferue God, in onr inioyned and commanded du- 
ties of the difcoueries of Witches, with our owne vanities 
rahi inuentions,or deuicessbut i in int, 
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with the trae Dijcomery 


difcreete and religious proceeding which i is onely and fole- 
I ly acceptable withGod. 

In former ages and times, hauebeen publithed by divers 
writers, many ridiculous traditions, herein fo vaine,and fo 
farre vnworthy.any ferious confutation, that they icatce de. 
ferne fo much as bare mention.. 

this fort are the imagined of the fits of 
the bewitched., by beholding the face ofa Prieft; by being 
touched by hallowed ointments; or linimehts, by the 
tue of exorcifation,of incenfe, of odours, of certaine mum 
bled facredor mifticall words 

I will therefore omit thefe,as by timeit felfe worneexo- 
lete found worthleffe,and almoft of later writers left name- 
lefle, and will onely oppofe and examine fuch later experi 
ments , as.doe in our time and country moft preuaile i in 


efteeme, 


eH AP. 


The casting of Witches i inte the Scratching, Beating, 
and of blood of Witches. 


T is vulgarly credited, that the cafting of fappofed Wit- 
ches bound into the water,and the water refufing or not | 
fuffering them to finke within her bofome or bowels, is 
an infallible deteGtion that {uch are Witches. 
If this experiment be true, then muft it neceffarily fo be, . 
_ either asa thing ordinary,or as a thing extraordinary : be- 
caufe nothing can happen or fall out, that i is not limited 
within thiscircuitorcompafie. 
‘That which isordinary,is naturallsas likewife he which 
is natural,is ordinary. in the fecond:of his Erbickes 
faith of that which is natural, quod alster nonaffir{eit,that is, 
ordinarily it is nototherwife , then euer the fame. Prom 
whence it doth follow by good confequent, that whatfo-: 
euer mult be naturall, becaufe it 
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conefe and) which is the property ofn naturel 


For this caufe Scaliger in his booke de jubrilitate faith, 


ment of alithings. 


If then this experiment i in the tryall of Witches, be asa. 
thing ordimary (asit is vulgarly efteemed)it muft be found 


natarall. ic cannot Be found naturall, itcannot 


be ordinary. That i itis not, nor cannot be naturall, i ismani- 


fett. 

Firft, for that the ordisary nature eof things fenfeleffe and 
voide of resfon,: doth not diftinguith one perfon from an- 
other; :vertuefroni vice ; a good man. from aneuili man. 
This our Sauiour him(elfe doth confirme, Math. 5.verfe.a§. 
God maketh his funne to arife onthe euill, and the good, 
and fendeth raine on the iuft and vniutt. 

Nay, wemay further obferue in the booke of God, and 
alfo reade in the booke of nature and common experience, 
_ that the commen benefit of nature, is not onely vouchfa- 


fed vnto all wicked men indifferently, but euen vnto Diuels: 


themfelues , who doe not onely participate in nature the 
common effence, faculties and powets, proper vnto the fub- 
ftance and nature of all other Spirits ; but alfo doe exercite 
thefe’powers and fpirituall forces vfually vpon other inferi- 
-ournatures, fubiect vnto theirfupernaturall nature, reach 
and efficacy, as is often feene in their workes euen vpon 
and goods of the Saints and fonnes of 
= 

Hereby then is senident, that nature cannot take notice, 
ot diftinguith awicked man, no nota Diuell therefore 
much leffe a Witch. 


“-But here beobieGed, thandivereherbe rid dither 


Gi ples, producemany range and wondered 


hidden fectet , and ‘occult qualitie and property in nature, 
though. there-: appeare no manifeft qualitie oft-times in 


-them,by whieh’ reafon or probabilitie they fhould or 


and 


Matra oft endlivaria Des poteftas, that is, nature is the ordi- 
-giaty power of ‘God , in the ordinary courfe and gouern- 
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"Why. then may not there bee likewife yeelded che 


like hidden power,or antipatheticall vertue in the natureof — 


the element of water, and thereby a Witch beedete@ed;as 


well without kiowne caufe or reafon thereof in nature ; 
- notwithftanding naturally the evils or difeafes both of 


body and minde , are both dete&ted , and cured by ele. 


mentary: fabRances or com pofitions , ‘to which there 1 is ad 
manifeft knowne propottion therewith ? 
is truly anfwered , that alchongh in this fappofed ex: 
iment of the dif Dofition of the element of water to- 
wards Witches , ‘cafualey may haply fometimesfeeme to 
iuftifie tc trues; yet is not this fufticient to euinceit a 
naturall. Thofe things which are naturall,neceffarily 


ever produce their effe& , except fome manifeft or extra. 


| ordinary i interception or impediment hiader, 
Thus fire doth neceflarily, ordinarily,and alwaies burne 
and confume any combuttible matter or fuell being added 
thereto, except either fome manifeft or extraordinary hin- 
drance oppole it. The like may be faide of all ether eles 
ments for their naturall effe@s in their proper obiedts! 


Naturall medicines likewife, ifrightly accommodated with 


prudence, art and difcretion vnto the right difeafe, doe 
faile theirvfuall productionsor effeGis. 


This Almighty God in his holy writ doth 


and aged experience of many hundreths of yeares 
hath fuccefliuely witneffed , wherein the ancient records of 


all learned writers , haue teftified innumerable medi-' 


cinal herbs and drugges, certainely and truely to bee ener’ 
thefame. Prefenetimes doe hkewife fee & witnes it, andno 
man doth or can donbtit inthe right proofe. Concerning 
any fach natureor cuftome in the element of water, in thé 
réefragation of Witches, who was as yct ever ableto write 
_ and fully refolue, or prooueft ordinary, nece ffary ,ceftaine, 
ever or ‘for the moft part, not failing a8 is in courfe-of na- 
turemoft infallible and never doubted? What former ages 


haue vouchfafed che mention oftruth ercer- 
S tainty 
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Thetrial of Witch-craft, 

tality’ therein ? Hath Almighty God, at al, fo muchas 
&pproned any opinion or thought thereof ?Isitnot rather 
‘to-be jnftly doubted,that it may be elteemed among the 
‘bominations of the Gentiles,which God in his people doth 
deteft, Dent. 18. verfeg 2. Doe all meninourtime,: or 
good and iuft men auouch their-owne proofe inthetryall | 
thereof? Or costrariwife , doe not many wife, religious, 
Jearned, and equall minds with reafon.reic and contemne 
it ? Doth Law as yet eftablith it; or reafon prooue it? How 
-canic then be propofedas equinalent with thole reafonable 
meanes or wayes, of iuft proceedings or tryalls, which 
God, his divine Lawe, his law of nature,iudgement, aie 
experience, and the lawes of menhaue-euer witnefled, 
petuallyand onely.affured certaine and-infallible? 

Te wanteth the vniverfall teftimony of former ages and 
—Writers;inthis our age it is held in iealoufie with the moft 
judicious, fage, and wife It hath no reafonable proofe, no 
_ guftifiable tryall bath dared to avouch it vpon publike re- 
cord, no lawe hath as yet,thought it worthy of admittances. 
and che Lawe'of God is not prooued to prooue or approve 
it. Ific had beene athing natural , ordinary, of neceflary, 
or Of certaine operation or power, and therein (0 enident! y 
remarkeable, it. is impoflible i it fhould haue efcaped au- 
thenticall approbation , or the fame notable teftimonies, 
which all other tryed truths haue euer obtained, From the | 
_ former premifes therefore we conclude, that it cannot be a 
thing naturall, neceflary or ordinary. It it be not ordinary, 
then is it not alwaics thelame ; ifnot alwayes the fame, 
then isit fometimes failing; if fometimes failing, then is it 
not infallible; if not infallible, chen in no true judgement or 
iuftice to be trufted or credited. It now remaineth to in- 
quire, whether being prooued falfe or ordinary, it may not 
be prooued true as extraordinary (for toefleeme or grant | 
it both is an impofsibility in nature,and an abfurdity inrez-. 
fon.) Let vs grant, it may be iudged and deemed extraordi- 
nary ; the next doubt then remaining is, whether being ex- 


traordinary or esteitned it be of God or of the eel. 
T 
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The reafon why fome menfappofe ic God, 
is} for that the water is an element which is vfed in Bap- 
tifme , and therefore by the miraculous and extraordinary 
power of God, doth reic& and refufe thofe who haue re- 
nounced their vowe and promife made 

of which fort are Witches. 
“If this reafon be found and good , why fhould shot Brea’ 
and Wine, being elements in that Sacrement of the Eacha- 
rift , be likewife noted and obferued to trurne backe, or fly 
away from the thraotes, mouthes,and teeth of Witches ? 
and why {if for the former reafon, the water beingan el?~ 
ment in the Sacrament of covenant, made with God; ib the 
firft initiation into the faith,doe for that caufe refute to re- 
ceiue Witches into her bofome, and thereby giue an infal- 
lible proofe of a Witch ? ) Why, I fay; fhould not ‘by the 
dme;reafon Bread and Wine,being elements in the Sacra- 
lent Of confirmatiotrand growth of faith, refufe and fly ~ 
from thofe much more,whofe faith and promife niade vnto 
God in riper and more vader ftanding yeares, is by them 
renounced ? And why for that caufe,fhonld not Bread and 
Wine become as infallible markes aiid teftinionies vnto 
the deteGion of Witches? Ifthe reafonBe good in the firft, 
it muft necefflarily be. the fame in thefecond ;and if it faile 


_ in the fecond, it cannot be good or found in the firft. Nei- - 


ther doth it or can it ftand withany good reafon at all,that * 
_ becaufe fo {mal part of the element-of water,is fet apart vn= © 
that religious ferujcé inthe Sacrament ; therefore , the 

whole element of water, or all other waters tuft thereby 
_obtaine any generall common property above the kinde 
or nature. Neither is it asyet agreed, or concluded gener- 


ally among the mioft learned , and reuerend Dinines, whe= . 


ther that {mall part of water which in particular is fecapart, 
or vfed in the Sacrament,doth théréby receive any manifeft » 
alteration at all in fabftance, effence, nature or quality. if 
that parr‘ df the efeméne of warer it fife, which is hal-' 
lowed ie that holy vfe,be not manifefted, or apparently’ 
prooued to bethereby indowed with any vertue,much lefle 
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cCommunigate any, vertue vnte-other waters which 
_ ‘did nog participate therewith in the iame teligious feruice, 
Except then. there may be prooued by this religious vie of 
water, fome moreendowment.cf fenle or religion therein, 
thea isin.otherclements, why thould it more. fly froma 
Witch.then the fire , then the ayre,, then,theearth ? The 
fire. doth warme them, the ayre flyeth not from then, but 
giueth them breathing ;.the earth refvfeth not tobeare 
them, to feede, them, to bury them, Why then fhould the 
water .alonernnne away. or flye from them 2 It may be an- 
fwered, that it is.a miracle,whereof therefore there neither 
| can nor ought reafon in.nature to be demaunded or giuen. 
If it be a miracle,it is either atrue miracle,w hich onely and 
{ i saga 6 folely doth exceed the power of any. * created nature, or is 
euiprinci. miracle. by; the power of the Diucll ,working 
paliter for of mans reafon, nature, and 
nec quil- naturall and impoffible notwith{tanding confined ar 


If this miracle, or this miraculous dereGion of Witches 


Pew, Lomb. by water, be, of this later. kinde, it is ofthe Diuells and is 


mt: feared or called.vpon. ... | 


‘ 


-Foralthough the cunning fraude of the Diuell,abone and 


within thegencrall rule, reafon and power of vni- 

uetfall nature, which he * cannot exceed or tranfcend, being 
Deus. Aug.;.4 finite creature, andno infinite Creator. 
éeTrin, —___ Miracles, of the firlt kinde, are raifing from the dead the 

* Aoguftines fon of che widew.of Sarcpta , by Elias 3. ofthe kings, 17. 

the dividing the water of Jordan with Elias cloake, 4. of the 

‘non prohibe- Kéags 2..the curing of the ficke by S. Pauls handkercher, 

ar, Dzmon: 42, 5.19, the raifing. Lazarus by our bicfled Sauiour,.and 

eft, etl pe* _ Miracles of the fecond kiode, are all the. workes of the 
Enchanters of Egypt, Exed. 7..which were onely divellith. 
‘homo poteft, fleights, cunning * imitations, counterfets, and Diaboli- 
sambularefi cali refemblances, and ‘fhadowes of: the true miracles, 

‘pen prohi- wrought by. Almighty, God, in the, hand of his fernant 


themiracies of Ged, that 3 
Man is tiot able éafily to diftinguifirthem, or at firft fight 
to put a true diffcreiice yet muft men fludioufly cir- 
be aduifed herein, left rathly they confound;or 
equall thevile and-abie& iMufions of thatdamned creature 
the Dinel) ¢ ‘never ‘fo wonderfull in our eyes) vnto 
the infinite powcrof the Almighty Creator, in his trueand 
truely created miracles which isan vato 
For thiscan(ey:the holy: Scripture hath: idmonithedand 
| warned the weakeneffc of humane vnderftanding, hotto be 
tranfperted by fignes and wonders, nor to truft or gine . 
eredit to euery mitacle our Saviour himfelfe, AZath. 
24.verfe. 24: doth furnifh his Difciptes with'carefall 
ningiherein. AndS. Jobn;in his Renelation foze-telleth that: 
in. the lateét dayes;and times; the Dimelt andthe great’ 
Whore'of Babylon, thallw.ith great fignes, wonders, and: 
miracles, feduce and deceine the laftages, and people of 
Since then miracles are-of no validity except certainely: 
and trucly knowne. to be of God ; and fincealfo it is 
eafic for euery Spivit:to difcern@thereinyletvs ducly'exa= 
mineand fift this out {ippofed and propofed:miracle inthe 
tryall aod detection of Witches..Pesmus Gregorits 
farms in his cap. in atractate con-: 
cerning the: Relicks and Monuments of Saints\, together: 
with miracies;: honeft, found; and 


Kirk, thar ait credited miraclesbe found and aliowed by 


Secondly, that-the perfons by whem cheyare:fitt reuca~. 
led or knawne,er by. whoarthey-are auiouched,be tefteside- 
Witnefles worth, frees 


fation.. 


© 


factions thefe .cantions né iniiracles 
tryaibod Wicches,by the foppofed: 
miracnious indication and deteGionmof them by the. water, 
is different from:this care or refpect; this equitie,teligion, 
or humanitic, common pra&ife.deth openly declare, when 
_ without: allowanceof any:law, Ortefpe& of common ciui~ 
litie, euery private , iraflr, andturbulent perfon | vpob his 
owne:furmife: of a ‘Witch, dare wqdertake by: 
vnciuill force: and lawleffe violence, to caft poore people’ 
bound into the water , andthere deteine.them , .for.thein 
owneé wine atcdfoolih orecare of the 
fhamefull wrong; which may befall oft-timesi 
Though: this’ kinde. ofstryallsof a Witch, mighe haply. 
prooue ; yebisit notin e= 
pritiateperfon: ‘tolerable, or without’ 
warrant oflamthoritic in ‘any fore excufable. The manner 
therefore of this»vplgar tryall; muft needs withinftand 
honeft mindes; vncontrouerfedly, andendoubtedly be 
rufticall, barbarous, and rude. Now to returne age irito- 
irft, let vs enquire with Petrus tlgions 
lawes orauthoritie haueMtimicted itastrye. 
| » Secondly, what euerend; judicious, rane, on 
auotichit. Let vs yet? 
proceede with.the fmeAuthor;: sin the fore named’, 
Syntagma, 1. and fome other farther 
niiracte, ifirde well anouched and’ 
credited,concerning the being thereof , whether shat being. 
benovabéing ofthe Diuell, & of hismiracles, fonatas om. 
a nis D emonuns ( {aith the Author} foo 
pum; opatibus: Des fe obycere, ex debisurs 
prs animes ther’ facere ea were Deoresrabere, 
That: isy the workes af the Dintithanewre 
namely:;:to again 


fon 


a 


Gain: God, vnto Let wae 


confider the fore-named miracle by thefe rules. 
Concerning:the approbation ithereof: by any: 
| lawes, or. authority; felfe, 
heatd by -othets,of any: authentikefaffrage from clafficalt 
Author, and with good | 
therein 

tors arid: avouchers: of: this miracle, whofe faith and credit 
may be wholly free from al iuft exception, it hath euer been 
a difficult and hard taske to furnith any true fufticiencie or 
competency “in this kinde, theugh multitudes and {warmes 


—ofdeceined Vulgars, continually andiviolentlyobtrade 


their phantafticall fominations. ‘Since: then as! yet there 
doth no manifeft law ftand-vp to patronage this:miracle, 
and the learned, religious, and holy man ableto difterne 
andiudge, and free from-exception, ts not.at all; or hardly 
to be produced or found to avouchior countenanceit true; 
it may. be with good reafon fufpected, and thatreafon may 
inftly diffwade all fodaine, rath, or hafty-credic or truft 
thereof. Now let vs examine, if it were wndoubtedly tobe 
afflumed astrue, whether being true,it be not astruely of 
the-Divell. And firft let vs confider, whetherittdoenotop- . 
pofe the workesof God, which wasthe frit diteion of 
Gregorius. It is herein truely connicted, becaufe the nouel-. 
ty and {uppofed miraculous force and might thereof, doth. 
firft vfuaily and eafily intife vnfetled braines, rafhly to for- 
the wayes of indgement and iudicious legall procee- 
ding, which is the ordinance and worke of God: fecondly,. 
doth imbolden {taggering and varefolued minds prefump- 
 tnoufly without warrant to expe&, toaskeor feeke a figne 
miracle, which ordinarily or vaneceflarily required, our: 
bleffed Sautour apertly condemneth, AZath, 16, Anadulte. 
rous and vnbelecuing géneration doth feekeafigne or mi-. 
racle. Andas-herein it dire&ly oppofeth againft the decree 
_and worke of God;folikewife by giuing occafion and way, 


that fuppofed miraclesmay become vulgarly common and: 
ordinary. 


4 
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-workes of God:alfo may. mndifcerning men 
lefle efteeme; rane (ith. cr 
vilucrant adugh se miracles 
miraculous workesof Gt God being oft {eene; become of final 
» The fecond tryail of a falle miracle, was 
the robbing of God of his due honour and praife, which in 
this, propofed  mitacl¢.-is pattly prooued ; by making the 
extraoidindry.workior,.v{e of miracles ordinary, and there- 
by derogating from the power, worthiand natureof Gods 
true miracles (as isbeforefaid): partly by vothankfull 
der-valewing 5:;omitting, or relinquifhing the ordinary 
_ meanes. of tryals arid: dereGions of doubtfull truths, which 
God: hathumade'&-giuen in his good grace ; and therefore 
their contemptand neglect isa manifeft robbing of God of 


hisdue praifeand glory therein: Thethird tryallofthe Di- 


uels property inmiracles, thefeducing of mens hearts 
from <God:voto himfelfe; which in.our fuppofed miracle 
may -be neceffarily :conciided,! For if the miracle ir felfe be 
vpon good-grounds before alleaged, rightfullydeemedto 
bee. of Didelly it muft neceflarily follow; that whatfo- 

ever efteeme: or:repntation is given thereto; is a fecret 


facrifice of ignoranceorfuperftition vntet he Diuell , land 


an hidden andicouert feduétion from God : and thus hath 
beene prooned; or at Jeaft, with good reafon alleaged.Firft 
that the tryall of Witchesby water, isnot natural] or ac- 
cording to any reafonin nature.Secondly ifit be extraordi- 
nary and amiracie, that it isin-greater likelihood and 
bability a miracle of the Diuellto infhare, then any mani. 
feft miracle of God toglorific hisname,whichisthe true 
end of right miracles. Concerning the other imagined tri.’ - 
als of Witches, as by beating, {cratching, drawing bloud: 
from:fuppofedior fufpeted Witches, whereby it is faid that. 
the-fits or difeafes of the bewitched do ceafe miraculoufly;: 
asalfo concerning the burning of bewitched cattell,where- 
by! it-is that Witch! is compelled to 
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_ words ot wotkés ; whichehe 


speare, by their examination, according to theformerreles — 
‘the naturalizing of the dere&ion' of 
‘Witches by cafting them into the are 
excluded out of the number of things naturalle fecondty, 
that being reputed as miracles, ‘they wil} alf@ ‘be rather 
dnftiy imdged miracies of the Diuell , chen of God, by the 
former reafons which haue {tripped the fuppofed miracu- 
lous dete&ion hopefitl 
pinion that chey canbe of God. 
Nor doth ourlaw now in force , differ here fori re. 
ie&ing fach like miraculous trialls:See Oral 
abolifhed-by Partiamencethe third yeare of the third, 


bewitched, by fignes declared by thebe- 
witched, to be inthe body of 


; | 
| 
a Witch , carrying in their firft view a far'more wer. 
dred reprefentation then: any or 
ons. Oneis , when perfonsbewitched, thall in the tinve Of 
theit ftrange fitsortrannces nominate or accufé 
and for atruc teftimony againfthim, or her, thas non 
nated, thall his orter body, newer 
before feene or knowne by any creature's the very 
Witch thall be atting ot Speaking infarre diftane places, 
euen inthe very moment and poimt of time, whilethey are 
in acting Ths co felfe 
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witch:An othor miraculdustryalofa Witch 


and;like ento this ,: wonderfull is;when afappoftd Witch 
required: by ithe bewitched; doth toudshim orher {though 
when‘ ¥nknowne Or vnpercemed: by ‘the bewitched: them- 
felues,): yet.according tothe prediGion of that iffue by the 
bewitched , he: or fheedmmedidtely are delivered fromthe 
uprefent-fiteragony, thatthen was ypon himerher;:which 
‘shane felfefcene:i Banthe better difcovery:oftruth 
in thelefowendered diffichiticsylee vs firftrccallto minde 
sthele few ‘obfetuations inour former Treatife determined 
and prooued. Firft, that the Diuelldoth many miraculous 
airerely {imply and dione of him- 
ends, and:wittioue: the inftigation or af. 
fociation of .a*Witch. This was made manifettby hisicon- 
ference, -difputation, and fpecth'with after 4 miracu-— 
~ Jousmanner, out of the body of the Serpent, when as yer 
Witch nor Witcti-craft were come into the world. 
Secondly , that the Dinell is able;to obtrude or impofe his. 
-fepernaturall or miraculous workes vpon men, againft 
their knowledge, Ifking, will} or afe@ion, and béing vnre- 


geired.. This-is.cleere by his tranfue@ion of thebody of 


Qur blefied Sanjour, as alfo by his violent cafting.of the bo- 
dies of che pofieficd; amongft the people. mentioned in the 
Gofpell. Thirdly ,let vs not here forget {pecially ,that hee is 
‘able to traifmic and fend vnto,or intomenvnrequired,and 
without their defite or affent, fecret powers, force, know- 
iluminations ; and fupermaturall revelations, This 
“was: produed ‘bythe: poflefled: in the Gofpell, who froma 
fecrev'and hidden revelation and power, aboueand beyond 
them{clues,were able to vtter that high miftery.as yet hid- 
‘den fromthe world, that Iefus was the Sonne of the living 
‘God.This could: notbe-knowne vnto them; by their owne 


aboueandbeyondalireafonerna- 


_ ture’; and’by grace:onely then begun tobe treucaled vit 
‘the blefled Difeiplesthemfelues. Tothinke that the poffef 


/ 
ig 

3 COWIG hanesthat knowledge equally with the Litcipies 
erace;: were pgation frem ‘their 


whom did properly long the firft fruits thereofalone. 
This: revelation ‘therefore wastransfuled 


intothe poffefied by the Diuell, who conld fot beignotant 
of the Lyon offude,the mighty defttoyer of his {piritualt 
kingdome, long before the difciples were borne,or capable 
of knowledge. And thus hauing recalled thefe obferuations, 
from them doe iffue thefe neceffary inferences. Firft, that 
all fupernaturall a@s or works inmen are not to bée itii- 
puted vntothofe men, ‘Secondly’ y that for this caufethofe 
fupernaturall workes’, ‘are -onely tobe imputed 


men which the Diuell, according yntocontra& 


nant which thofe men doth and + 


for this caufe , inthe ifiquif 
_ when we haue truely firt dete&ed anaG, done bya (piti- 


tuall and fupernaturall force (becaufe it isin ail lawes'in= 
iurious,to accufe of any a&,before it be certainely knowne 


the a&t hath beene committed) then, and not before, wee . 
ought indeuour dire@ly and neceflarily 


contra&, confent, and affeGion of the 


to, or in that {upernaturall a&, that being noteffe cflénti- 


all, to dete@ and di(couer the true and vndoubted Witeh; 


thetithe {upernatiirall ad, being certainely appa 


vndoubtedly: prooue the Diuell, and his power thefeia?9¢! 


fure,s 


yond all equitie, or reafon. 


therefore tod od 
able todifcerne, doe firlt 
4 reafon, 


leaft worthy to be fulpected : andi 
reafonable proofe, or atteaftiinely and faire prefumption 
dere& the contra&t,; affeBion; confeac-of anyman im; 
that aétj chen and not ‘before, is 


~ 


equallregard, in cafe of Witch-craft,oughittobee 
carefully ballanced, without which vaine andvnftablemen:. 
fhall ener at their luft andplea is? 

fionsy be privitedged withiimpunicy ptelay ieapus 
tations ; ‘andro vie atid.dp 


of Witch-ctaft, - 
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of Wickert ny nt 
canbe: truely'and fim- 
natural mans and is the sdtmediate hand 
and power. ofa Dinell. (esis formerh ued) it 
the Diuell:, that. being dere&ed.and difcoucred , deth 
sflentially a Witch,aod not the a& 
prefixed , proceed -vnta,the:two former pro- 
pounded of the miraculous. of 
Dinell affe- neceflasily trues: theric can folely-proceed from 2. 
Gerth to imi- fopernaturall power:, that the bewitched-are inabledin 


their traunces,, to fore-tell the fequell:of thefoppofd. 
Witches couch likewile, that the nominated Witch, thall 


iholyPropher, agcordingly by her.touch immediately free and difpoffeffe 
wasable theSicke-or the of their agonics. 


diuine ig og neceffarily truealf, that itcan folely frocess: 
ladon from a Gupernaturall power .. that the bewitched are able 


Whar che ‘intheir traunces to. nominate the moft fecret and hidden. 
King fpake marks-in the bodies of the Witchyher prefent 
Privy. fpeech aétions in farre diftant places, and the likes 


Saviour, ! 


bent. folely  vnto. the immediate: 
peciall gloty ox glorification of God there~ 

7 I wil cuidently detiere,. pod 3 wri 

| mere ‘extraordinany elorificationof God. 


\ 
che » whether:they. proceedé of “God or: 
Ob:the Duell.’ is: very material, to examine and con. 


fakingof God, burthere are many more more 


many. “Offendors i in. ins, after thie’ 
owne long prouoking continuance therein, and Almighty 
God his vnfpeakeable long fuffering and patience : mace’ 
few fometimes hauc been made hideous {peacles and ex-- 
_ amples vnto thereft, of the infinite power and iuftice of - 
God , hisvafufferable difpleafure, indignation and direfall: 
reuenging wrath. Inthis number was, for fome time Ne- 
buchadne fer, and Pharaoh King of Egypt, and in latertimes — 
Julian the ApoStata , aod others the like. Many other as- 
high Biafphemers, and defpifers of God, notwithftanding 
_ hane been permitted to efcape any fuch miracolons punifh-. 
ments , or fearefull ‘notorious. the worlds | 


Rabfbakeb, railing on the liuiog God,in the open view: 
and-heating of the men of Z/rael, and Olofernes denying the 
God of heauen,.werenot miraculoufly, or by any immedi- - 
ate hand of God fiitren , but were foffered to grow 
yntilf their harueft of confufion was ripe. h 
of blafphemie againft the Sonne of the living 
¥pon the Croffe for the finnes of 


the ernell and hard-hearted lewes, in (corning, 


fpiteful\. derifion both of God it heauen, AZarh, 
- 43.and alfo of the eternall Sauiour of the world,defcended © 
rom heaven, was notby God then extraordinarily reuen- 
ged (as the incomparable gteatriefie of the-fione. might 
_ feeme to require) but was in Almighty God his inft iudge- 
ment, fuffered, vntill in the due time, their owne execrati- 
ons, and curfings of themfelues, and their pofterity, there- 
by to: haften and e the effufion of that holy inno- 
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Nation,-People,;-and Kingdome , became extirpate, vile, 
gad-vagabondforener 


corded in chap.13. ver/é 5, 6,7. concerning | 
| the Beaft., that he opened his mouthvnto blafphemy a- 
gainit God , his Tabernacle, and the Saints; that he fpake_ 
_ preat mighty blafphemies, yet power was given ynto him 
to Continue; and prenaile therein many yeares,and a large) 
__. By thefe few examples it is enident, that neither the. 
height, the nature, the quantitie, nor the qualitie,ofthe 
moftabominable, or provoking finne , moftodious 
Godandmen,. dothvfually, oralwaics draw downe from 
heauen vpon it felfe a miraculous immediate hand‘of Gods: 
wrath. We may eafily inftance the like, concerning the fin 
of witch-craft, which is our particular fubie&. oa 
Although by the hand of his holy fernant Saint Panl,Al- 
mghty God did miraculonfly {mite the Sorcerer E'dymas, 
writers report, Simon AZagus by the hand of S'. Peter, 
multitudes and ‘focieties of other Sorcerers, and South- 
fayers among the Caldeans, e{caped not onely the hands of. 
Nebuchadnefer , in his wrath ; but as it feemeth in the pro- 
hecy of Daniel; they lined many.yeares in high efteeme, 
fame, and renowne, both intheirowne Nation 2nd alfo 
in forreine Countreyes,yea through the world. There is no 
deubr, that likewife did abound with fwarmes of 
Sorcerers, asthe holy Scripture, andall timesand writers 
_ report. Among the people of God alfo, the Ifraélites itis 
manifeft that diuers Sorcerers aud ‘Witches did throwed 
themfelues,and lined with impunity , as appeareth by the 
‘Witch of Endor, which king Saales(enerity, intheir gener- 
all extirpation thorow the whole kingdome;had notwith- 
ftanding paffed by,and left vnefpied;.as alfo by thatfpeciat 
note and commendations; from:Gods owne mouth and 
word of fofhua,that is,that hee had taken away from amid- 
deft his people, all the Enchanters and Sorcerers: by which 
it is likely and cannot be denied, that through the lenitic or 
carelefaeffe of tormer Princes, they formerly:had 


+ 


cutely their breathed. That: God doth not wie by miracles 
—todeteG all, or moft Enchanters, Magicians,or Witches» == 
ts farther made vndoubted; 


thence neceflarily that he hath bothin the firtagesofthe 
_ world; ordained lawes, and ordinary, 


allcourfes of pro. 


. ceeding-againft them in vaine ; as alfo for that hedoth, in 


the holy records of his facred word, make knowne his De- 
_ ree,that they fhall be permitted to liue and continue vpon 


faceofthe earth'among other, and as other vnrepen- 


- tant finners, vntill his fecond comming, and the laft day of 
éeternalldoome , 5. without fhall be 
Enchanters. If his Iuftice and feuere iudgement fhould by 
his .miraculous power make {0 narrow. fearch amoneft 
them,ds ordinarily to root them out, it were impoflible any. 

one of them fhould efcape his all-feeing hand, 

furnine vnto-his generall decreed day. of fentence , and 


 dreadfull doome, of all kinde of finnes and fiariers, which 


batinin iuftice vnto fome, .and mercy vito other fomey his 
infinite goddnefle and wifdome hath decreed , thallnot be 
fruftrate. Although therfore Almighty God doth fometimes 
{tretch forth his. mighty hand miraculoufly to {mite , or 
bring into light fome horrid finnes and finners,his exrraor- 
‘dinary power. therein. fometimesonely extended, at his 

_@wne.good will and pleafore, doth. not: ivftifie the pre- 
fumpruous expeGation of the difpenfation thereof in any 
particular. God who isthe God of order, and not of con- 
fufion , doth not ordinauily difpenfe his extraordinary 
workes, nor vfually confound indifterently,(o different na- 
tures in their end and vfe, and hisowne decree. Nature it. 
- felfe doth alfo teach an impoflibility in that which is ex- 


traordinary , to become or be expe&ted ordinary. Inthat 


way which is ordinary , the induftruons , the diligent , 
the prouident man therefore doth with carefull perfeue- 
rance vprightly walke.The flothfull,onely the intemperate, 
the improuident man, cither by folly:or ignorance lofeth 
or by idle floth: forgetteh, or omitteth, his ordinary way: . 
Or opportunity , and ridiculoufly hopeth or trufteth. 
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= the redemption thereof, by extraordinary contingents or 


_ Thus it hath appeared, thac in regard of any more {peci- 
all or extraordinary glorification of God, in the deteCtion 
of Witches , rather then ofother asgreat and as abomi- 
ray finners, their is no needfull or neceflary vie of myra- 
cies. 
_ The fecond confideration was, whether they are not ra- 
ther ofthe Diuell, then of God 3s alfo, how they. maybe 
_ any tuft conni@ions of the fippofed or fufpe&ed guilty. _ 
- Wee will firt herein examine the touch of the fuppofed 
Witch, immediatly commanding the ceflation of the fup- 
pofed fits of the bewitched. That this is a falfe or Diaboli- 
call miracle and not of God, may beinftly doubted. 
_-‘Firft,becaufe the holy and bleffed power of working mi- 
_tacles( among which, the healing the Sicke or the pofiefled - 
was not the leaft) was neuer of Ged difpenfed, to haunt or 
follow the touch of wicked men, or Sorcerers or Witches. 
Secondly, for that the true miracles of God (which were 
ewer difpenfed either for the common good of hts Church, 
orthe declaration of his glorious truth, or for the extraor- _ 
dinary punifhment and deftruction of euil] men) did neuer 
-obfcurely , or indireGily, preoue themfeluesor theif ends, 
but in their manifeftation were inabled to ouer-fhine _ 
‘Cleerely, all the fogges and mifts ofdoubt orqueftion. __ 
The contrary hereunto in this our fufpe&ed miracle is 
-manifeft, wherein is ridiculoufly imagined, that the blefled 
gift and vertue of healing the ficke , defcended fromGod _ 
_aboue, may bereputed in the hands of a Witch a figne or 
teftimony ofhis or her guilt and impiety, whichever hath 
beene, andis init felfe a {peciall grace and favour of God, 
and wasever vfed rather asa confirmationof the truth of 
_ Gods Minifters and ferusnts.Let vs now confider how this. 
gairaculous touch and the efficacy thereof, may be any juft 
-conuiGion of 2a Witch. Neman can doubt that the vertue 


bec {upernaturall , how can mah, vnto whom nothing 


wherewith this touch wasindued, was fapernaturall. [fic 
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_ply is pofsible , that is not natural] , bee iuftly reputed 
any proper Agent therein? If hee cannot bee efteemed 
in himfelfe any pofsible or true Agent, then it remaineth, 
that hee can onely bee intereffed therein, as an acceflary 
- in confent ; as a Solicitor or Tenant ynto a fuperiour 
power. If that fuperiour power (as is before prooued in 
the falfehood of his miracle) be the Diuell, the leaft rea- 


fonable doubt remaining whether the Diuellalone, or with 


the confent or contra& of thefulpe&ed perfon hath pre- 
duced that wonderfulleffe&: with what Religion or rea- 
fon can any man rather incline to credit the Diuels infor- 
mation in the mouth of the bewitched( whois thecommen 
acculer of God to men, and of men to God) then in requi- 
fice pittie, pictie, and humane refpe& vnto his owne kinde 
to tender the weakenefle of fraileman, againft the fubtiley 
of the deceitful] Diuel. Shallmanwithman find teffe fa- 
-uonr,then the Diuell with man againftman ? That the Di- 
well is able by the permiflion of God, to annex orhang this 
miracle vpon this or that particular, ismanifeft, by the 
poffeffed in the Gofpell ; vpon whom and their naturalla- 
@ions and motions , he caft fupernaturall.confequences or 
concomitances. Was not their{peech attended with 
natural! reuelation, their hands with fupernaturall force, 
to rend and teare in pieces iron chaines and bonds ? Ifthe 
Diuell be able to transfufe, or caft thefe miraculous con- 
comitasces or confequences alone, and without allowance 
ofany man or perfon where God doth permit’; how isitin- 
any equity or reafon ioft, that thefe impofitions ef the Di- 
uell fhould be imputed vnto any man ? God forbid, that 
the Diuels fignes and wonders, nay his truths fhould be- 
come any legall allegations or enidences in Jawe. Wemay 
therefore conclude it vniuft , that che forenamed miracte 
dons effe&s by the Diuell wronght:andimputed by thebe- 
witched, thould be efteemed a figaeor infallible marke a- 
gainft any man, as therefore conuinced a Witch, for that 
the Diuel and the bewitched haue fo deciphered him. Thefe 
like miraculous ftratagems may beexercifed yp any man, 
OK 
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Phe Tryall of Witch: craft; 

mans. aGions may be deccitfully or frandu-— 

Jently by the Diue!! conioined-or apteds: This therefore 
doth: not inferre any mans guile therein. -Iecught bea. 
mans owne proper contraé therein with the Diucll, necef 

farilpand direGly proved, that fhall inftly condemne him, 
/Thiacontra& may be and is plainly dereGed,by firting and 
covfidering, that mans voluntarily aflifting or promoting, 

spromifing, or-vndertaking fuch fupernaturall workes, with 
_anfwerable performance thereof. As.hath beene faid, cone 
cerning the miraculous confequence: of the touch of fu- 
fpe&ed Witch; fo may be determined cencerning the fu- 
spernaturall revelations) of fecret markes or fignesin her 

body, according vnto the prediGion of the bewitched, as _ 

-alfe’ of the difcouery of the prefent actions, geftures, and 
fpeeches of foppofed Witches in farrediftant places, Di- 

uers examples Imy felfe haue feeneinthrfe kinds : I muft 
neceflarily acknowledge a more then natural power there- 
in, becaufe farre beyond the nature, reafon, ‘or powerof 
aman. But there is notwithftanding fiifficient matter of 
doubt, whether fuch revelations, fecret fignes, and marks, 
though found.in: the: named ‘perfons or parts true, as alfo 
_the right pourtraitures &(hapes of the fuppofed or accufed 
‘Witches, though never of the bewitched before feene,and 
yet by the bewitched truely defcribed ; there is,I fay, not- 
withftanding, fufticient matter of doubt, whether they are 
not very infufticient to chargeor accufe any particularthus | 
pointed out.or marked. The Law and expreffe commande- 
ment of.God doth allow of no revelation from any other 

Spirit , but from himfelfe, Z/a. 8. 19. Whether thefe reve- 

lations are immediately of God, if their due examination 


N by-therule.of his Word *-doe not clearely determine, rath 


AMARTIA it. 
ANomia. hafty perturbation or paflion ought not prefume it. The 


Jawes of menalfo admit no fupernaturall i/luminatiens.or 


Quicquid 


non congruit reuelations ; as any groundsof inft tryalsor decifions of 
} cumlege, right or follows therefore neceffarily that they are 


|} Peccatum yoide,& ought tobe of no force or credit in vpright iudge- _ 


ment with inft and rightcous.men. It may bee 
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that truth is found: in-thefe revelations, and truth o 
be of regatd. It may hereto againe bec replied , that al 
though ‘truth mit felfebe great, and ought and will pre- 
uaile; yet in the abufe , euill vfe, orcorrupted, or depra- 
ued endthereof, it ought not deceiue nor is of force. The 
‘Diuell, as all other cunning lyers and deceivers and im& 
tators of that his art , vfually mixe truths with lyes , that 
thofe truchs giuing credit vato lyes,; men may beleeue 
both and fo be deceiued. It waseuer the onely (afe way of 


lying , to face and guardit with fome plaufible truths. 


In the former revelations therefore, repréfentations and 
true ‘defcriptions in the bewitched , of perfons of fécret 
markes and fignes, of {peeches, geftures, and the like, 
though the Diuell be found true, or fpeaking truth , ‘yet 
may he notwith{tanding haply bee therein alfoa lyer, 
while truly defcribing their perfons, fhapes, markes, man- 
nersandgeftures, {peechesand the like, he falfely and ly= 
ingly addeth thereby a feeming or'deceiuing nevefsity of 
their: guilt , as if therein'or thereby necefarily ‘inferred. 
The fallicy illufion and the lyingly true reuelarions ef the 
Diuell, may by many examples be manifefted. Janus lacoe 
bus Boiffardns in bis tratt. de Diuinatione Chap. 5. repor- 
tech anadmirable ftory ofa noble Gentleman his familiar 
friend, and: knowne vnto himfelfe. This man flying from 
hisowne natiue Countrey for feare of punifhment fora 
murther by him committed, and liuing in farre diftant 
coatts,defired curioufly to enquire what his wife was in his 
_abfence doing, when hee had (being very faire young and 
beautifull) married ewo monethes onely before his depar- 
ture or voluntary exile. For this purpofe he came vntoa 


Magitian living in the place of exile, who lively defcribed - 
voto him the true fafhion, building , and ornaments of his" 


houfe where his wife in his abfence lined , herapparrell, 
countenance,& the like,as they were perfe@ly foreknowne 
vnto himfelfe. He farther expeCing to learne what the was 
at that prefent inftant doing. The Magitian made knowne. 
that there was then in her company a beautifull young 
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or clofe vnto her. Vppon the ge ruth of tbe 
- Adagie icsan his fir defcription of his houfe and wife , the 
neloman affaring. himfelfe of the truth of che fecond de- 
nption of manifeft adultrey inher, fecretly 
home-with an abfolate refolution by murdering of 
to be reuenged, & comming home by ftealth necre vn- 
tothe place where his honfe & her dwelling was , by ariog 
tuhich as an infallible teftimonie of her. true loue the had 
delivered vnto him at his departure )ne immediately caufed 
her.to. come voto him. Her kinde and loving intertaine- 
ment fo qualified and thollified his intended rage and fury, 
that he jhad patience firft co confer with her, which before 
his fighe of he her, he did not intende. After her conference 
he demaunded whether fucha day (naming the certaine 
day) the did not weare apparrel of fuch a colour and fathi- 
on. She anfwered with wonder that ic wastruc. .Heagaine 
demaunded what that was which fhe fmothed andihandied 
inher. hand; andwho that young man was which ftood 
neere her with his hofe about his heeles. She hereat amazed 
and perceaving the fodaine change of a fierceand cruel! 
looke in her husband,defired him tobe pacifiedandbetter _ 
informed. The young man was bis owne brother whocould 
wituefie the eruth thercof, and that which fhe fmoothed.or 
ftroked in her hand was a plaifter which the did {mooth | 
for him and applyed vntohiship, where he had a very 
greiuousand painefull vicer. Thisbeing found truc,the hus-. 
band febewent for hisbloady intention , and detefted the 
execrable and damnable Art of the A/agicsax,and the foule 
lying truth of the Diuell. How foulely likewife many o-. 
ther men by thefe like darke and double dealing truthes, | 
equiuocations,and amphobologies, haue beene deceaned 
confulting with the diuell and hisoracles may be by many 
otherexamples teftified. The fame Author mentioneth the 
oraculous. reueclation by dreame prefented* wnto the 
daughter of Pelycrates of Samos. Ic was revealed vnto her 
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but .sradrcaming fenfe. For Pelyerates being furprifed by 
Orantes,was hangedvp tow ard heaucn yvpon an high Crave, 
where Jupiter (that is theayre) with hismoilture did wath. 
him, ‘and the Suo melting his. greafe and the fubhtanceof 
his him 2g was lealt imagined or fofpe- 
Plutarkein the life of Anmbab reporteth that: 
confuleed with the orecle: concerning his owne.referued 
deftiny or end. The oracle anfwered that LsbsJa land fhould 
burie his corpes. Hereupon he prefumed that he fhould re- 
turne into that hisowne countrey and therein hisold age 
die. He grewe therefore fecure and careles. But fhortly af- 
terward being taken by the Romases ina little obfcyre 
village bythe fea coaft called by the name of he 
there grewc wearie.of his life and poyfoned himfelfeiathe 
Diuels truth : behold vatruth and deceipt. buried 
but not Libiffa by Anniball either knowne or pof 
fibleto.be imagined. Thefe examples are fufficient whereby 
is plainely feen the dangerous deceitfull fallacy of the diuel 
even where he fpeaketh truth: Let ¥s now returne agame 
vato our former miraculous prediGion of the Diuell: 
by the mouth of the bewitched:concerning the cure of the 
bewitched by the touch of the fuppofed Witch. We may 
- boldly affirme that in this cafe or in any other, if it were 
poflible for the dinell tofpeake the truth, truely, wholly, 
vopartially ; fo as it might appeare plaine,euident, mani-. 
feft ; yet ought we not from him beleeue it or receine tt. 
This is inour biefled Sauiour made yndoubted who inthe 
Gofpell oft: rebuked him even {peaking truth , as.alfo in. 
S. Paul rebuking the Pythoniffe, truely aftirming, and-ac- 
know ledging him the feruantand Minifter of God. If the 
divell ther fpeaking truth, may not be allowed or credited; 
_how thall reuelations, miracles or oracles proceeding from 
him, be they never forue, or approuedwithany thew of 
true Religion or reafon, become any iuft probatians or al- 
legationsin law, equity or inftice? it may be ebieGed,that- 
many tines men haue bin by dreames 
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hideous «murders ;:andi 02: 
thercuill committed privily ;-whereby the Males 


and their’ guile have: bin admirably produced’ 


dae punifhment. This truth is eucn by Heathen 
Authors witneffed our time thelike hauehaps 
ned, and is teftified by-witneffes; whofe faith and.credit is 
free’ front ‘all exception. “Although thisbe trieand 
bedenied, :fome reafons-notwithftanding: doe per. 
{wade that itis more fafe to’ incline, to fulpe@ that thefe 
like vifions-ordreames are rather of the Diuell,then rafhly 
to determine or decree that they are immediately of God, 
Firtt that though haply:they might befometimes 
fopranted,yet onght'wenot too fwiftly or fedainly fo be- 
leeue,forthat by the liucly counterfait of the true vifions, 
_ dreames ‘and reuclations of God , the. Diuell: hath ever — 
pra@ifed to be taken and efteemed as Gods | 
the allowance ‘whereof ‘by. men is high blafphemy. 
againit God, and ignorant occult adorationof Diuels. 
Secondly forthat no vifions, dreames:, or réuctations, 
oughttobe efteemed.of God, originally or immediately, 
which: doe refpe& - or: anfwere curiofitie:. of knowledge 
or defire, . as moft of the:forementioned kinds vfually 
are wont. ‘Thirdly;: forthat'the vifions of God; asthey 
are ever:bent:vnto an extraordinary: diuine end, and an. 
vniverfall good; fo are theyeuer difpenfed by the miniftery 
of men, whohaue manifeft commiflion, or warrant from 
God, either mediate.,or immediate.» The mediate is. 
prooued by the:manifeftation ofthe meanes:: the immedi- 
ate, by theeuident reftexionofamanifeft dininity, inthe 
power ‘and authority-thercof. For as it is faid of the word 
of God, Aeb, 4: verfe 12. fo muft it neceffarily be con. 

Gluded of allthe true miracles , vifions , or reuelations of 
God, thattheyareliucly,and mighty inoperation, 

Phis:isfeene in the miracles wronght by which 
the Sorcerers themfelues could. not deny tobee the finger 
of God, Gen. 8. LD. This. is. likewile in 
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raculcus power.ef.the holy Ghoft ; bythe layingon 
of the. Apofties hands, fo far-forth that in thecone. 
fideration of his owne guilt, .and-of a convincing 
erein., he defired them to pray:for 


e 


‘The fame is witnefled in theferuants ofthe high 


a 


Peiefts. who being fent with wicked malice, and curled 
preiudice to intrap.and betray.our Saviour, were by 
the miraculous power ofhis word and workes compel- 
_ Jed to proclaime and confefle; Ve.man ener fpake like this 
wan. All thefe nores or markes, of the true vifions, 
, dreames, or reuelations of God, are.euer generally, or 
the moft part.wanting.in the forementioned kinds, 
which being..neuer free from {ome fufpitious note of 
godly. icaloufic., therefore. onght not, buewithmpgh 
doubt .and difticulty be. atanygime admixted..: lemay 
bec, as yet further How.can .it:otherwile bee 
deemed , then that God himfelfe is the Author of the 
former teuelations, fince they tend. varohis glory in 
the detefing and_punifhing. of fo hideous finnes.?.-It 
Js hereto anfwered ,;ebat. Almighty God.is ableto vic 
and. command. cuill inft.uments ynte good ends. He 
hath ordained. the. Diuell bimfelfe, to be the common © 
-accufer of all. finnes. and finners, ‘It.is therefore no in- 
‘conuenience por; repugnant..ypto religion or. 
mentioned vifions or dreames, aby the commandement - 
or permiflion of God, .isthe producer ef the fore-men- 
tioned murders, .euill fa&s, vntolight,and iudgement. 
God for hisowne glory. permitteththe Diuell by thefe 
‘his to dereG-the named finnes 
_ and finners.. The-Diuelhallo for his owacend , and de- 
five of execute the Decree.of 


God for their iuf punifhment... 
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But. here, may, be obieGted againe, thatthe Divell 
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falfe Accefer, and t 


and 


then may men be allowed, to admit ormake vic of a 


theft hisvifions or dreames in thiskinde. 
hereto replyed , Almighty God himifelfe doth 
both permit and heare the Diuell when hee.accufeth, 
as is manifelt by res. Therefore ton 
imeén, and. by men allo , his accufations may be hea 
and ‘confidered. withftanding , ‘fince hee jn 
‘enemy of God and truth, hee — 
‘may not “bee credited in himfelfe , nonor truth iefelfe 
imply as in his mouth. Vpon his accafation therefore, — 
‘doe declare it'felfe , the force 
and vertue thereof , and ‘not the accufation dothcon- 
dud, v vpright men and minds, vnto pr roceeding and 
t's itis not the Diuels accufation, but the 
‘truth felfe which haply that accnfation did 
by i icfelfe made manifeft is there- 


And thus with brevity hath the vanity both of all 


fuperftitions, ‘and ‘alfo-of all miraculous waies of the 


dereGtion of Witches ‘ahd Witch-craft , beene in 
fome few of théit ‘particulars generally "vntasked. 

‘There’ are, and may bee many more befides thee, 
‘which in thefe, and with thefe , willlikewifé perith and 
vattith ,‘being by the fame rule and reafon compelled 


“the igoldetr tryall: ‘OF ‘fincere religion and ‘aff 


The fole ; and Wetranced way, vp- 
men walke herein before God and men, 
hath beene in this Treatife formerly difquired and dif- 
courted. Therein’ thou maift 
two of marifelt Witches : “Fhe one is 
offered -ynto the-outward fenfe, ‘in his apparent 
‘palpable Sorcerous workes': The other- is made cut- 
dent by plaine demonRration out ofthe facred 
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of truth, Te hath cuer preuailed with vulgarcaftome — 
(becaufe moft fenfible of the moft groffe harmes more 
open to fenfe) to caft chiefely, or for themoft part, 
the eye and common iealonfie vpon the firft kinde. The — 
other kinde (becaufe vfnally left noted offenfe, and 
therefore efteemed leaft harmefullto men)- isboth in 
the inft protra&ion or produéion thereof the 
barre of Iuftice much more rare and feldome , and al- 
fo in common andvulgar obferuation is little or not 
atallconfidered, 
| Henee it proceedeth , that moft. mer: doe:-doubt- 
fully refolue thereof; Yea , fomemen-admire a worth 
therein , others eiteeeme it:of reafonable and com- 
mendable vfe, vnto the (atisfaction of their curiofities, 
in: things fecret and hidden from the knowledge of © 
man. 
__ But fince Almighty God hath more fpecially (as 
is in‘the former Treatife prooued) both giuen moft 
certaine and plaine indication , and information of 
thiskinde, by the expreffed fruites thereof, and‘the 
neceffary inference of familiarity and confultation ~ 
with other Spirits then himfelfe , [/ssah 8. verfe 19. 
and hath alfo fo oft in fo dimers places iterated the — 
great abomination , and- his high deteftation thereof, 
it is not onely the fauing duety of all. private men 
to: take more diligent.and wary notice thereof, there- 
by to efchew and flye from it , according vato Gods 
exprefie charge and command ; but it is the charge 
of Princes and Magiftrates alfo, to fulfill thereby 
the commanded execution of Gods holy wrath and 


vengeance vpon it; for which pleafing feruice and 


facrifice vnto him , Almighty God hath-vpon the 
euerlafting records of his holy word fixed for euer 
the fo memorable praife ; and commendation of thofe 
famous Princes, who.haue dedicated themfelues.vn- 
his will therein. As 

what. 
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what meanes Witches and Sorcerers , in two kindes 
feucrally may bemanifeftly charged, challenged , ard 
prooued: as certaine and yndoubted Offendors : fo 
alfo hew farre prefumption probabilities, or matter — 
of iuft fafpition in both may blamelefly guide , and 
conde& vpright and equallinquifition , hath beene 
briefelyinitanced. From all which it is enident + firft, — 
that. Gad in’ nature hath not this dubie&, 
the common inctrance and doore of iudging , trying — 
ot deciding as equally, asin other cafes : fecondly, 
that befide and beyond that way , which God hath 
left open vnto fenfible. and reafonable progrefie , 
herein ‘it neceffarily bee prepofterous prefamp- 
tion to breake out , or ouer-reach , as alfo in fteade of 
_ that plaine approoued and authentike walke for the 
 tryails of truth ; the iudgement and condemnation 
of others, and the eftablifhment of mens owne 
thoughts , and mindes ; to feeke irreligious footing, 
in the Labyrinth of amazing wonderments, and reafon- 
leffe traditions and experiments. To walke in thefe 
waies , is no betterthen torunne away from God, in 
whom to truft , though with fome reftraint , and — 
-- Coertion of our longing vaine defires , and fatisfaGi- 
‘Ons , is truely farre more happy then out of the con- 
du& of his allowance therein, to inioy the fulleft 
meafure or ouerflow of all the moft obfequious in- 
-fluencies of humane’ blife. If true religion and pictic 
could fettle this confideration, the common folly 
Of mifgouerned , petulant , inordidate, and intempe- 
Yate expatiations in this kinde, would not onely in 
priuate men more vfually blufh and be afhamed , but 
a morecuen, ftraight, and vninterrupted way, be- 
ing prepared thereby vnto iuftice, would vfually bring 
forth much mote happy iffac, then now is ordi. 
nary. Thus farre the loue of truth , which I hauecuer 
_ €arefully fought and ftudied, hath effered violence 
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RE 
ynte my private thoughtsand meditations, expofing 
them of publike view. 
As my labour is not lo& vnto my flfe, andmy 
owne more confirmed fatisfa&ion theréby : fo if 
there be thereinany good vnto the common good, 
J know , good men will not for the thorne, 
refufe the fruite, for defe&t of elegance — 
in ftile, or obfcurity of worthinthe . 
Author, quarrell with the 
matteritfelfe. 
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